GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH
“A COMMUNITY CHURCH IN THE FOOTHILLS”

PASTOR BILL TIMM CHURCH PHONE #342-6002

ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 14, 2024

Remember that you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.

We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith. As we sing, pray
and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s faith in the
saving power of Jesus Christ. It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself!




Be sure your cell phone is
turned off during services....
Unless you are expecting a call from GOD!

q Hearing assist devices are available at the sound booth. The wheel at the top

(‘ adjusts the volume. When turned on, the light on top should be green. Ifitis
red, please place the device in the basket on the counter in the sound booth
and take another. Thank you!

—

We prepare to Worship

There is no Prelude on this solemn day.

INTRODUCTION

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our
journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. As we hear in today's readings,
now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord. During Lent the people of
God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ's death and
resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty.
What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new
beginning, in which we are washed in God's mercy and forgiveness. With
the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the
springtime Easter feast to come.
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GATHERING HYMN
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“Go to Dark Gethsemane”

Go to Dark Gethsemane
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1 Go to dark Geth-sem - a - ne, all who feel the tempt-er’s ppw’r;
5 Fol-low to the judg-menthall, view the Lord of life ar - raigned;
3 Cal-v’ry’s mourn-ful moun-tain climb; there, a - dor -ing at his feet,
4 Bar-ly has-ten to the tomb where they laid his breath-less clay;
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‘Watch with him one bit - ter hour;
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God’s own sac - ri - fice com-plete.
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turn not from his  griefs a-way; learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
Shun not suf-f’ring, shame,or logs; learn from him to bear the cross.
“It is  fin-ished!” hear him cry; learn from Je - sus Christ to die.
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Sav - ior, teach us s0 to rise.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS “Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved”

Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved ~ c°nVression roncveness
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1 O God, Father in heav - en, have mer-cy wup - on us.
2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 O God, Holy Spir - it have mer-cy up - on us.
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES

When ashes are to be imposed, those who desire to receive ashes come
forward. The ministers apply ashes to the forehead of each person with the
words:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After all who desire ashes have received them, the minister leads the
congregation in the conclusion of the confession.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

C Holy God, we gather on this Ash Wednesday to remember that we
are created out of the dust of the earth, and that we will one day
return to dust. Help us to see this not as a morbid reflection of
death, but as a call to humbly turn over to you ourselves and all the
world, knowing that you alone have the power to transform life
and destroy death. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



GOSPEL: Luke 22:1-13

!Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was
near. 2The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put
Jesust® to death, for they were afraid of the people. 3Then Satan entered
into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; * he went away and
conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how
he might betray him to them. > They were greatly pleased and agreed to
give him money. ®So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to
betray him to them when no crowd was present. ? Then came the day of
Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So
Jesus!® sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for
us that we may eat it.” ° They asked him, “Where do you want us to make
preparations for it?” 1% “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the
house he enters *and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks
you, “Where is the guest room, where | may eat the Passover with my
disciples?” ’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished.
Make preparations for us there.” 3 So they went and found everything as
he had told them, and they prepared the Passover meal.

P The words of the Lord
C Thanks be to God

THE TEACHING:
“You meant it for Evil, But God Meant it for Good” Jerry Randby


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+22%3A1-13&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25858a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+22%3A1-13&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25864b

HYMN OF THE DAY
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“Ah, Holy Jesus”

Ah, Holy Jesus
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2 Who was the guilt-y? Who brought this up - on thee? A - las, my
3 Lo,  the Good Shep-herd for the sheep is of - fered; the slave hath
4 For me, kind Je - sus, was thine in - car - na - tion, thy mor - tal
5 There-fore, kind Je - sus, since I can-not pay thee, I do a-
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

judge thee have in hate pre - tend - ed? By foes de - rid - ed,
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and thy love un - swerv - ing, not my de - serv - ing.
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THE PRAYERS

P

As we walk together through this season of contemplation and
preparation, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

P

Holy God, give us ears to hear that your journey leads not just to the
cross, but through the cross for the sake of all creation, so that we might
faithfully walk alongside you to the very end. God of the journey,

Hear our prayer.

Give us hands to tend and keep your magnificent creation, that we
might restore it to health and wholeness in love for you. God of the

journey,
Hear our prayer.

Give us and all those in authority the humility to lead by serving, rather
than the unchecked desire to seek after greatness for its own sake. God
of the journey,

Hear our prayer.

Give us hearts full of compassion for all who suffer in body, mind, and
spirit, and send your healing grace to all in need, especially those we
remember in our hearts. God of the journey,

Hear our prayer.



Here other petitions may be offered. Together we pray

C

We pray for each of our mission congregations, local partners, and care
ministries. We also pray for the congregation’s vision and call process.
May we continue to work toward our mission and uphold our values
while we support the call committee in moving toward a pastoral
transition. We also pray for that pastor whom God calls to Gloria de
Cristo to work with us to move this congregation forward. Enlarge our
hearts toward people far from God while we “Walk with Jesus to bring
new life and hope to every person.”

Give us courage to face our complicity in the systems that cause harm to
so many of your beloved children, and strength to do whatever is
needed to change them. God of the journey,

Hear our prayer.

Give us gratitude for all the saints who have come before us, whose
faith continues to guide and inspire us throughout our lives. God of the
journey,

Hear our prayer.

Confident that you walk alongside us in our need, we lift to you all our
prayers, spoken and unspoken, through Jesus Christ our savior.

Amen.



THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE OFFERING (For those watching there is a link for online giving in the
description of the video. We are thankful for all the support from both in
person giving as well and online giving. You will find directions in the pew
for our Text-giving option)

OFFERTORY PRAYER

C God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

11



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P There is work to be done, but first we stop and eat. Let us now
prepare to receive the blessing of our Lord’s blood and body, which
will be for us strength before the journey, and nourishment alongside
our fellow travelers. Come to the table.

C Amen.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
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“When | survey the Wondrous Cross”

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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“Faith of our Fathers”
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Text: Frederick W. Tuber, 1814—1863, alt.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

C God of our pilgrimage, in this meal you nourish us with the gifts of
faith and hope. Sustain us on our journey that, refreshed by your
grace, we may reach the promised land, the Easter feast of victory
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of
the cross, and the guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of the
world, + be among you and remain with you forever.

C Amen.
SILENT PRAYER

No Postlude on this Solemn Day
Our midweek services for the next five Wednesday’s will be at 6:00 p.m.

Holy Week Schedule:
March 24 Palm Sunday 7:45am & 9:30am
March 28 Maundy Thursday Service 6:00 p.m.

March 29 Good Friday Service 6:00 p.m.
March 31 Easter Sunday 7:00am & 9:30am

Easter Breakfast is served at 8:00 a.m.
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TODAYS WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:

Usher: Mike/Sandy Corless Greeter: Ted/Niki Duffy

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26302.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 or reprinted from Service book and Hymnal, copyright 1958. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11751-L.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11752-E.

Cover page — Reprinted from Icon Two: Visual Images for Every Sunday, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Now the Feast of Celebration used by permission. © Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
Printed in U.S.A. Copyright 2008

Blue Letter Bible. "Genesis 1 - Revised Standard Version." Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2009. 6 Jan 2009

What about Ash Wednesday?

Do you know the symbolism of Ash Wednesday?

From ancient times, ashes have been used as a symbol of mourning,
penitence, grief and humiliation. In His pain and sorrow, Job “sat among
the ashes” (Job 2:8). The Old Testament book of Numbers and the New
Testament book of Hebrews indicate that ashes were also used for
purification (see Numbers 19:17 and Hebrews 9:13).

Christians have had an old tradition of using ashes made from the palm
branches used on the last Palm Sunday. Priests and Ministers have
often used the ashes to make the sign of the cross on a believer’s
forehead as part of the Ash Wednesday ceremony.

The ashes symbolize the Christian’s intent to repent of sins, to accept
purification from the Lord, and to make a public witness of one’s faith in
Christ as Lord and Savior.

Since Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent, the ashes symbolize one’s
intention to deepen his or her spiritual life. Lent is a time for spiritual
renewal and growth in dedication and service.

We urge your attendance and encourage you to invite a friend to come
with you.
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Announcements

LENT- Join us for this year’s Lenten Series “You Meant It For Evil, But God Meant It For
Good”

Wed., February 21 “He was numbered Among the Transgressors” — Char Schomisch
Wed., February 28" “The Real Battle” — Roger Tracey

Wed., March 6 “When You See Such Blind Ignorance, What Do You Think?” — Judy Zeiss
Wed., March 13t “Faith for a Complicated World” — Randy Zieman

Wed., March 20t “That Day and Today” — Shirley Ehler

SOUP’S ON....DO YOU LIKE TO COOK?-

As in past years, during the Lenten season various groups will prepare and serve
soup from 4:30-5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall on Wednesday evenings before worship
beginning February 28t .

Mens Breakfast- 15t Saturday of Each Month, 8 am , Daybreakers Restaurant

Food Collection- Our monthly food collection for the Yuma Community food bank is the
1%t weekend of each month.

Potluck- After the 9:30 worship service on the 1t Sunday of each month.

Annual Yard Sale: Drop-offs will be accepted on Tuesday, February 20™ & Wednesday,
February 215 ONLY. The sale is Friday, February 23" from 8 am-2 pm and Saturday,
February 24" from 8 am til 12 pm.
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GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH
11273 E. 40th Street
Yuma, AZ 85367

Phone:(928) 342-6002 Fax (928) 342-7613

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com

Pastor: William Timm

Minister of Worship, Organist & Choir Director: Dr. Shirley Ehler
Pianists: Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp, Pam Carter, Suzanne Haggett
Bells of Glory: Lori Rapp

GriefShare Group Leaders:
Ted & Niki Duffy
Mary Marsh
Lisa Crayne
Lynette Layton

Stephen Ministry Leaders:
Michelle Cegon
Pastor Timm
Jim Wehrer
Sherrie Wehrer

Office Staff:
Char Schomisch, Secretary
CPA Financial Advantage, Payroll

Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel
Links to both pages can be found on our website

3 YouTube
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