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  “A COMMUNITY CHURCH IN THE FOOTHILLS” 
 

BILL TIMM, PASTOR 
MINISTERS: ALL OF OUR PEOPLE 

CHURCH PHONE: 928-342-6002 

 
MISSION   STATEMENT 

  

“WALKING WITH JESUS TO BRING NEW LIFE AND HOPE TO EVERY PERSON” 
  

WE ARE A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 

                      
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2023    4: 00 P.M. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2023  9:30 A.M.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith. 
As we sing, pray and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s 

faith in the saving power of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself! 
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When you enter this church, it may be possible that you hear “the call of God”.  However, 
it is unlikely that He will call you on your cell phone. Thank you for turning off your 

phones.  If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place and talk to Him.  If you 
want to see God, send Him a text while driving. 

 
VISITORS..  Welcome!  Please sign our Guest Book located in the Narthex. Pastor 
Timm would love to meet you!   
 
PLEASE REMEMBER… to contact the church office if you or a loved one are hospitalized, 
in rehab facility, or facility other than your home.  Pastor and Stephen Ministers will 
make a visit. 
 
DID YOU KNOW.. Perfume and cologne can trigger life-threatening breathing 
emergencies in persons with asthma, allergies and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) Hospitals and schools are becoming ‘scent-free’ due to this increasing 
health hazard.  Please be sensitive to this concern when coming to church.  Thank You. 
 

LITTLE FOLKS..  Parents… please remember that there are ‘busy bags’ hanging on the 

coat tree in the Narthex to occupy the little ones during worship.  Simply return the bags 
to the tree on your way out of church. Thank you. 
 
 

BE COMFORTABLE.. There are shawls in the Narthex that you can use if chilled during 
worship.  Just ask one of the ushers and they will get you one.  Simply return the shawl 
to the narthex on your way out of the church. 
 
 

Hearing Devices:  The older hearing devices have been moved to the Narthex. They 

are located next to the far right entrance door to the sanctuary. 
 
We now offer the T-Coil hearing device with the new sound system.  Individuals will need 
to contact their provider to find out if their hearing aid is telecoil-equipped.  If so, they 
need to ask how to turn on the T-Coil or if it is automatically linked once the loop is 
around their neck.  
 
FLOWERS for the altar today are given in by Larry Unger in memory of wife, Rose Marie  
AND David Donaldson in memory of wife, Lee 
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 PRAYERS :  Izzy Helmuth (granddaughter of Lorie Rapp), Gary Demaree (brother of 

Dyanne Radke), Mason Fletcher, Dave Hofslien, Jeff Raasch (brother of Gary Raasch) 

Jerry & Lissi Grill, Anne (daughter of Jennifer Akridge),  Steve Gutierrez(friend of Marie 

Ritten), Karen Kober & Susie Sorenson (friends of Barb Blank),  Iva and Gary Pennell(Paul 
Ehler’s Sister and Brother in law),  
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE that we’ll be using the Traditional version of the Lord’s 
Prayer for the month of December.  God blesses our prayers. 
 

 
Is Your Phone Turned Off? 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
TEMPLE TALK 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
 
 
P God Is Good! 
C All the time 
P All the time 
C God Is Good! 
 

 



 4 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

P We await the coming of Christ 
C God keeps God’s promises to us. 
P We await the coming of Christ. 
C With peace in our hearts, we wait.  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and 
mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 

 

C Amen. 
 

P We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection.                                                                              

P God whose reign is just, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name.   
 

P  The reign of God has come near to you!  In Christ Jesus, we are 
reconciled to God, and therefore God forgives us all our sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 C  Amen. 
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 GATHERING HYMN   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    ELW  257 
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GREETING 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
KYRIE  
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SONG OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY together we pray:   
 

God of all, you call us into one Body of Christ for the good of the world.  

Strengthen us through your word and meal, that we might support and 

sustain one another in all that you call us to do.  In Jesus’ name we 

pray.   Amen. 

 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you 
C  And also with you 

 
 
 
WORSHIP CAROL 
   

CHOIR: (4:00) “The Advent Canon” 
BELLS OF GLORY: (9:30) “Still, Still, Still” 
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PSALM  113 
 

R Praise the LORD!  Praise, O servants of the LORD; praise the name of 

the LORD. 

C 2 Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time on and forevermore. 

 

R 3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be 

praised. 

C 4 The LORD is high above all nations and his glory above the heavens. 

 

R 5 Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, 

C 6 who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? 

 

R 7 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

C 8 to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people. 

 

R 9 He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of 

children.  Praise the LORD! 

 
GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL Luke1:5-25, 57-80 

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, 
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from 
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were 
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the 
commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no children 
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.  8 Once 
when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of 
duty, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to 
enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the 
incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying 
outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the 
right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was 
terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not 
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his 
birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people 
of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will 
go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.” 18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I know that 
this will happen? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in 
years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But 
now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their 
time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things 
occur.”  21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering 
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at his delay in the sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he was unable to 
speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. 
He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 23 When his time 
of service was ended, he returned to his home.  24 After those days his wife 
Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She 
said, 25 “This is what the Lord has done for me in this time, when he looked 
favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my 
people.”  57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a 
son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going 
to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to 
be called John.” 61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has this 
name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name 
he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His 
name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear 
came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about 
throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered 
them and said, “What then will this child become?” For indeed the hand of 
the Lord was with him.  67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and prophesied:  68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has 
looked favorably on[a] his people and redeemed them.  69 He has raised up a 
mighty savior[b] for us in the house of his child David, 70 as he spoke through 
the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71     that we would be saved 
from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  72 Thus he has 
shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has remembered his holy 
covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant 
us 74     that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24954a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24955b
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him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness in his presence all our 
days.  76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for you 
will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give his people knowledge 
of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.  78 Because of the tender mercy 
of our God, the dawn from on high will break[c] upon[d] us, 79 to shine upon 
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.”  80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he 
was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                    
C Praise to the Lord    
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING      “The Holy Moment”  Pastor Jack Williams      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24964c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24964d


 13 

HYMN OF THE DAY:      “Prepare the Royal Highway”  ELW 264 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,                                                               
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

P  In anticipation of the coming messiah, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence.  

P God of song, we praise you for all the ways you show up and surprise us, 

calling us into your loving service for the sake of the world.  Inspire us to 

carry the gospel message as John the Baptist would.   God of Promise; 

C In mercy, hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen all leaders of faith communities in their call to serve you and 

the whole Body of Christ, that they might inspire your people to 

proclaim the gospel in all they say and do.   God of Promise, 

C In mercy, hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered.   Together we pray 
 

C We pray for each of our mission congregations, local partners, and care 
ministries. We also pray for the congregation’s vision and call process. 
May we continue to work toward our mission and uphold our values 
while we support the call committee in moving toward a pastoral 
transition. We also pray for that pastor whom God calls to Gloria de 
Cristo to work with us to move this congregation forward. Enlarge our 
hearts toward people far from God while we “Walk with Jesus to bring 
new life and hope to every person.” 
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P We pray for all those in our lives, named and unnamed, who struggle 
with physical or emotional challenges.  Grant them your healing grace.   
God of Promise. 

 

C In mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

P Inspire and support all teachers, so that they might fill their students 
with wonder and equip them to think critically about the world around 
them.   God of Promise, 

 
C In mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
P In gratitude we remember all the saints who have filled our churches 

with joyful song.  May we lend our voices to your praise in their honor 
until we are reunited in the great choir that sings around your throne.  
God of Promise, 

 

C In mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
P We lift all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, into your loving arms, 
rusting in your love and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
C Amen. 
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THE OFFERING (For those watching there is a link for online giving in the 
description of the video.  We are thankful for all the support from both in 
person giving as well and online giving.) 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING RESPONSE (please stand) 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE 
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P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen 
world, you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ. 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

 
C   Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Communion is open to all baptized believers who know Jesus as Savior and seek to live 
with him as Lord of all areas of life.  You receive the wafer in your hand and choose from 
the individual cup of wine or white grape juice.  Those who do not commune and 
children may come forward for a blessing, simply cross your arms in front of your chest 
to request a blessing.  Simply complete a slip found in the pew rack and place it in the 
offering plate.  Consider the options on reverse side as to how you may serve this 
congregation. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
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  “From Heaven Above”       ELW 268 
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  “Once in Royal David’s City”      ELW 269 
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  “O Come,  All Ye Faithful”      ELW   283 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING  (please stand) 
 

P The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you safe in His Grace until everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

C God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one 
body for the sake of the world.  Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN     “Joy to the World”   ELW  267 
 
 
  



 26 

P     Almighty God has created you and has a purpose for your life every 
day!  Lord, Help us remember, IF YOU ARE NOT DEAD... 

C        YOU ARE NOT DONE! 
 
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in 

thanksgiving; and the blessing of the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be 
upon you and remain with you forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace.  Christ is sending you. 
C Thanks be to God.   
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 Announcements 
 

Thank You to Pastor Williams for his message this morning and to Jerry 
Randby for leading us in worship. 
 
Christmas Eve services will be at 2, 4,6,& 8 pm with music and Holy 
Communion at all services.  Invite friends and neighbors to join you!  There 
is no service on Christmas Day! 
 

Christmas Day Dinner… We will be holding a Christmas Dinner on Monday, 
December 25th at 12:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Fellowship will provide the 
meat, potatoes and gravy.  Bring a side dish to share. All are welcome! 
 
 

THANK YOU:  On behalf of the members of Social Concerns Committee, 
Thanks everyone who participated in the Foster Care giving 
program.  There were so many toys, clothes and books given it took two 
trips to get everything back to the distribution area.  Also given was the 
Jesus Legend and candy cane, not forgetting 40 Christmas quilts that your 
Glorious Quilters made.  It warms my heart and it should yours as well to 
know that many youngsters will have a brighter Christmas. And to think 
none of this would have happened without YOU! 
Again, Thank you so much!    Social Concerns Committee 
 
 
A New Bible Study:  A study on the Book of Genesis will begin on Thursday, 
January 4th at 4:00 pm in the Fellowship Classroom.  Jerry Randby will be 
the leader of this class.  We encourage everyone to be a part of this activity, 
so mark your calendar now so you don’t forget. 
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New Member Class: There will be a new member class beginning January 7, 
2024 @ 10:30 am in the Fellowship Classroom.  Anyone wishing to become 
a member or associate member of Gloria de Cristo is invited to attend.  We 
will meet again on the 14th & 21st and will be received into membership on 
January 28th.  Stop by the office and pick up the book for the class. 
 

Yard Sale Drop Off: The next Yard Sale drop off will be Saturday, January 
13th.  Volunteers will be stationed at the trailer in the southeast corner of 
the parking lot from 8-10 am for you to bring donated items.  If you would 
like to help with this task, please be at the church by 7:30 am to help get 
set up to receive items. 
 
Yard Sale - mark your calendars!  On the last week of February, we will be 
preparing and hosting the Gloria de Cristo Yard Sale, and you are all invited 
to come find out what this is about at an organizational meeting on 
Thursday, January 18th at 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. The Yard Sale is a 
great opportunity to meet people you may not have had a chance to meet 
and have a great time while helping us raise money for special projects.  
 

Caregiving Support Group: Are you caring for a loved one or neighbor?  The 
caregivers support group meets every Friday at 11:00 a.m.   This is a chance 
to meet other caregivers for fellowship and lunch at a restaurant in the 
Foothills.   For information contact Sandy Timm at 916-606-8068.  
 

You love to sing! I love the sounds I hear from the congregation! 
Opportunities are available for you to become part of our choir in leading 
worship on Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings. Opportunities are 
also available for soloists and small ensembles at the 7:45 a.m. Sunday 
services. Perhaps you would like to become part of the Bells of Glory! 
Please see me after services, telephone the church office, or telephone me 
at 928-246-2452. I look forward to talking with you! –Dr. Shirley Ehler   
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REMINDERS.. 
 

• Monthly Potluck:  The 1st Sunday is our monthly Potluck following 
the 9:30 am worship.  Mark your calendar, bring your favorite dish to 
share and join us for fellowship and food. 
 

 

• Food Pantry:  1st Sunday of each month we collect food for the local 
Food Pantry.  When doing your shopping consider picking up a 
couple of items to bring and donate. 
 

 

• Bible Study :   Every Monday at 12:30 pm or 3:00 pm at Pastor’s 
home (7649 E. 25th Street).  Tuesday’s @ 10:00 am  via Zoom. 
(contact the office for the link to join in)   

•  

•  Days for Girls: the next work party is scheduled for 9 am to 1 pm, 
Saturday, January 6th .   You don’t need to know how to sew.  There is 
cutting, pinning, tracing, ironing, etc. that need to be done.  Come 
join us for the fellowship and fun. 

 

• Men’s Breakfast is held the 1st Saturday of each month,  8:00 am at 
Daybreakers.  All gentlemen of the congregation are invited to come. 
 
 

• Chair balancing/Stretching: Classes are held every Wednesday at 
1:00 or 2:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. A donation of $3/session is 
appreciated to offset the cost of the instructor.  Everyone is 
welcome.  
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 Date Time Altar Ushers Greeter/Communion Readers 
12/23 4:00 pm Char Bob & Judy Zeiss Sharon Noltemeyer 

Marge Jones 
Jeannie Volpe 

12/24 9:30 am Char Jerry Taylor/Diane Lee Mary Marsh Sandy Weidling 

12/24 2:00 pm Char Brian/Janis Suess Dyanne Radke/Kris Brown Jeannie Volpe 

12/24 4:00 pm Michelle Mike/Sandy Corless Ted/Niki Duffy Michelle Cegon 

12/24 6:00 pm Char Dave/Lynda Steinman Randy/Mary Zieman Sandy Weidling 

12/24 8:00 pm Char Jim/Linda Bryant Cheryl Preul/Mary Marsh Char 

12/30 4:00 pm Joanne Mary Marsh Dave/Marge Graham Jean Gerfen 

12/31 7:45 am Char Dave/Nancy Griffths Elaine Hofslien/Larry Unger Mary Marsh 
 

 
Attendance December 16/17 

72 @ 4 pm, 57 @ 7:45 am, 144 @ 9:30 am Total=273  
 

  5 views on You Tube, 198 view on Facebook   Total =203  
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CALENDAR FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION 
     

Monday 12/25    OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 

Monday 12/25 12:00 PM Christmas Dinner Fellowship Hall 
 

    

Tuesday 12/26   7:00 am TOPS Fellowship Classroom 

Tuesday 12/26   1:00 pm Foothills Social Fellowship Hall 
 

    

Wednesday 12/27   9:30 am Stephen Ministry Class Pastor’s home 

Wednesday 12/27   6:00 pm Drama Rehearsal Fellowship Hall 
    

Thursday 12/28   7:00 am TOPS Fellowship Hall 
 

Thursday 12/28   5:00 pm TOPS Fellowship Hall 
    

Friday 12/29   8:00am TOPS Fellowship Hall 
 

Friday 12/29 10:30 am Spanish/English Conversation Fellowship Classroom 
 

Friday 12/29 11:00 am Caregiving Support Group  

Friday 12/29   1:00 pm Friday Social Fellowship Hall 

Friday 12/29   6:00 pm Women’s AA Fellowship Classroom 
    

Saturday 12/30   4:00 pm Worship/Communion Sanctuary 
    

Sunday 1/31 7:45 & 9:30 am Worship/Communion Sanctuary 
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GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11273 E. 40th Street 

Yuma, AZ   85367 
 

Phone:(928) 342-6002  Fax (928) 342-7613 
 

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com 
 

Pastor:  William Timm  
Minister of Worship, Organist & Choir Director:  Dr. Shirley Ehler  
Pianists:  Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp 
Bells of Glory:  Lorie Rapp   
Acolytes:  Oakley Johnson                                          
 

GriefShare Group Leaders: 
          Ted & Niki Duffy 
           Lisa Crayne   
  Mary Marsh 
           
Stephen Ministry Leaders:    
 Michelle Cegon    
 Pastor Timm    
 Jim Wehrer   
 Sherrie Wehrer   
   
 
 

Office Staff:   
 Char Schomisch, Secretary  
   CPA Financial Advantage, Payroll   
 

Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel  
Links to both pages can be found on our website  

 

http://www.gloriadecristo.com/

