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We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith.  As we sing, pray and 

study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s faith in the saving power 

of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself. 
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Before the service, speak to God. 
During the service, let God speak to you 

After the service, speak to your neighbor. 

 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. Romans 

12:1 

Lent is a season when we take a look at our lives in view of God’s mercy 
toward us in the sacrifice of his Son for us on the cross. We, in turn, are called 
by God, especially during this time of repentance and reflection, to be living 

sacrifices for him, displaying our devotion to him in word and deed. 

Mercy in Suffering •  Peter : • No life is without suffering, but our sufferings are 
not worth comparing to the glory to be revealed to us in Jesus by God’s great 

mercy. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C Amen.  

P My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

C Be not far from me, for trouble is near. 

P Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 

C Be not far from me, for trouble is near. 

P O my God, I cry by day and by night, but I find no rest. 

C Be not far from me, for trouble is near.  

P Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog. 

C O you my help, come quickly to my aid. 

P You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen.  

C O you my help, come quickly to my aid. 

P You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him. 

C O you my help, come quickly to my aid.  

P For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has 
not hidden his face from him. 

C But God has heard when we cried to him. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” ELW 337     
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the Lord”. We likewise confess to God that we have often spoken 
against him and have sinned. 

C Holy God, we confess our sin to you. When adversity and suffering have 
come our way, we have complained and spoken against you. We have 
forgotten your many benefits and blessings to us. We have not trusted you 
through the hard times, but have resented you and resorted to our own 
strength. Forgive our iniquity, and pardon our sin.  

P We cry to you for mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, God’s mercy is 
greater.) 

P Hear the good news! God’s Word declares that “as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes 
in him may have eternal life”. In the mercy of Almighty God, his Son Jesus was 
given to die for you to remove the guilt of your sin. For Christ’s sake God 
forgives you all your sin and gives you eternal life. His mercy endures forever 
because his love for you is steadfast. 

C Amen. 

 
Prayer of the day  together we pray:  

C Gracious Lord, as we continue our Lenten pilgrimage we do so in view of 
your mercy. We encounter many hardships and much suffering in life. 
Strengthen us by your Holy Spirit so that we may trust you through the trials 
and take up the cross to follow you. We pray through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON: Numbers 21: 4-9 
4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea,[a] to go around the 
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5 The people spoke 
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 
miserable food.” 6 Then the LORD sent poisonous[b] serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to 
Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; 
pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous[c] serpent, and set it on 
a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a 
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
R Lord have mercy on us, 
C That we might love you with our whole heart. 

 
SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 2: 21-25 
21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
22 “He committed no sin, 
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the cross,[a] so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds[b] you have been healed. 25 For you were going 
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of 
your souls 
 R Lord have mercy on us, 
C That we might love you with our whole heart. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+21%3A+4-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-4345a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+21%3A+4-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-4347b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+21%3A+4-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-4349c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A+21-25&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30406a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A+21-25&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30406b
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GOSPEL: Matthew 8:14-17 

4 When Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw his mother-in-law lying in bed with a 
fever; 15 he touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she got up and began 
to serve him. 16 That evening they brought to him many who were possessed 
with demons; and he cast out the spirits with a word, and cured all who were 
sick. 17 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah, “He 
took our infirmities and bore our diseases.” 
 P This is the Word of Truth. 
 C Lord help us to understand. 
 
Teaching:        “Mercy in Suffering” Michelle Cegon 
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WORSHIP HYMN “If you But Trust in God to Guide You” ELW 769     

 



 9 

 
THE OFFERING 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
C Through these gifts, we offer ourselves, our time and our possessions that 

we might keep our eyes and ears fixed on you, Heavenly Father.  Use these 
gifts to your glory.  In Jesus name, Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

P Almighty and merciful God, we approach your throne of grace today as those 
who struggle with hardships and suffer with pain. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P When we encounter the brokenness of this world and the suffering that it 
brings—such as natural disasters, economic reversals and financial losses—
restore us with your healing power so that we might rest secure in you as our 
mighty fortress. 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P When we experience broken relationships and the suffering that these bring—
such as estrangement of family members, alienation from friends and conflict 
within congregations—restore us with your healing power so that we might 
seek reconciliation and peace.  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P When we experience broken bodies and the suffering that it brings—such as 
illness, injury and disability—restore us with your healing power so that we 
might live in health once again. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
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P When we experience broken minds and the suffering that it brings—such as 
with mental illness, neurosis and dementia—restore us with your healing 
power so that we might know of your love. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P When we experience broken spirits and the suffering that it brings—such as 
depression, despair and desperation—restore us with your healing power so 
that we might have hope. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P When we encounter the death of loved ones and the sorrow that it brings, 
restore us with your abiding comfort so that we might trust in your victory 
over death. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P When we encounter our own death and the terror that it brings, restore us 
with your resurrection power so that we might live eternally in your glory. 

C Lord, grant me your grace to trust you in times of suffering and sorrow.  

P All these things we pray in the name of Jesus the Suffering Servant. 

C Amen.  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ELW 733 
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BENEDICTION 

P May the merciful God, who suffered the pain of the cross for you and your 
salvation, strengthen you to trust him through hardship according to his good 
and gracious will, through Jesus Christ to whom be the glory forever. 

C Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  God is with you.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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TODAY’S  WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

 
 USHERS:  Sandy Wiedling 
       

GREETERS:  Char 
 
 READER:  Char Schomisch 
 
LENTEN WORSHIP:  Join us every Wednesday @ 6:00 p.m.   
 
Wednesday, March 23rd our guest teacher will be Char Schomisch. 
Mercy in Betrayal •  Peter : • Though we may turn away from our God again 
and again, our Lord continues to call us back into his merciful arms for Jesus’ 
sake. 
 
Holy Week Services: 
 
April 9  Palm Sunday Weekend  Sat., 4:00 p.m.  
April 10       Sun., 7:45 & 9:30  
 
April 14  Maundy Thursday Service 6:00 p.m.  
April 15  Good Friday Service  6:00 p.m. 
April 17  Easter Sunday Service     7:00 &  9:30  a.m. 
    

Easter Breakfast   8:00 a.m. 
 
There is no service on Saturday,  April 16th.      
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Be sure your cell phone is turned off during services…. 
Unless you are expecting a call from GOD! 

 
 
 

 
Hearing assist devices are available at the sound booth.  The wheel at the top 
adjusts the volume.  When turned on, the light on top should be green.  If it is 
red, please place the device in the basket on the counter in the sound booth 
and take another.   Thank you! 

 
 
 

PLEASE NO PERFUME/COLOGNE… Perfume and cologne can trigger life-threatening 
breathing emergencies in persons with asthma, allergies and chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD)?  Hospitals and schools are becoming ‘scent-free’ due to 
this increasing health hazard.  Please be sensitive to this concern when coming to 
church and refrain from using it.  Thank You. 
 

 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26302. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 or reprinted from Service book and Hymnal, copyright 

1958.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11751-L. 
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress license #11752-E. 
Cover page – Reprinted from Icon Two:  Visual Images for Every Sunday, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress.  Used 

by permission. 

Written by Arden Mead. © 2010 by Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, 

           MO 63026. 1-800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved. Printed in the USA. 

CCLI Song #1527, Majesty, Hayden, Jack, copyright 1981, New Spring.  For use solely with the 
SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. CCLI License #1321964   
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GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11273 E. 40th Street 

Yuma, AZ   85367 
 

Phone:(928) 342-6002  Fax (928) 342-7613 
 

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com 
 

Pastor:  William Timm ( 
Organist & Choir Director:  Shirley Ehler ( 
Pianists:  Jean Abel, Sue Bridie, Marie Ritten 
Bells of Glory:  Kay Lee Grunst (  
Acolytes:  Aiden Harwood, Logan, Luke, & Oakley Johnson                                          

ChristCare Equippers:  
      Pastor Timm (  
ChristCare Group Leaders: 
       Doreen Caldwell, Cheryl Preul & Bev Gedde 
Divorce Care Group Leaders: 
         Roger & Jackie Tracey  
GriefShare Group Leaders: 
          Ted & Niki Duffy 
          Mary Marsh 
          Mike Rosenberg 
Stephen Ministry Leaders:   
 Michelle Cegon (  
 Pastor Timm (  
 Jim Wehrer (  
 Sherrie Wehrer ( 
 

Office Staff:   
 Kate Harwood, Secretary ( 
 Brennen Harwood, A/V Technician 
 CPA Financial Advantage, Payroll   
 

Please make a right turn out of the driveway onto 40th 
Street!  Left turns will hold up traffic and cause people to  
lose any religious good that happened in the last hour!    
 


