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Walking with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person

Serving God and Serving You

We have been called to serve the Church (that's YOU!) as Lay Ministers until we can
be blessed with a regular, full time Good Shepherd. We have taken (or are in the
process of taking) a year long Faith/Lead Program through Luther Seminary that has
walked us through everything from writing a sermon to new ways to listen deeply to
the needs of our community members to exploring Scripture in new ways for a deep-
er understanding of God's Word. We all feel blessed, empowered by the Holy Spirit
and humble with gratitude to be able to use our gifts and talents to share God's
love. We are asking that you pray for us, that you give us grace when we (and we
will) make mistakes and to listen to the calling of the Holy Spirit should you feel
moved to also explore accepting the call to Lay Ministry. And "may the Lord bless us
and keep us. May the Lord smile upon us and be gracious unto us. May the Lord
turn His face towards us and give us His peace”. Num 6:24-26 Blessed are those
who come in the name of the Lord!!!
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Psalm 119:105 warms my heart. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path.”

We have ventured down many paths and usually know our destination. Yet our
walk in faith is exactly that: A Walk in Faith! Amy Grant’s rendition warms our
hearts and lifts our spirits.

As we venture forth in calling a pastor the path seems endless and the destination
unknown. Who will the Lord send us to enhance and direct us on our spiritual jour-
ney of Gloria de Cristo? We celebrate the tenure of Pastor Bill Timm. His faithful and
gospel orientated ministry focused on Christ and was directed by the Holy Spirit.
Please continue the prayers as your lay leadership attempts to continue down the
path and follow the Light of the World! Yes, five of your colleagues have been com-
missioned to serve and share the Good News of Jesus Christ at Gloria de Cristo and
Yuma. The synod has called me to share and oversee the ministry. Please pray for
the Spirit to lead and pray for discernment for the leadership.

One in Christ,
Pastor Jack Williams

CALL COMMITTEE

We are working with the Synod to continue the call process. Please continue to pray for a suc-
cessful call of a new pastor, and for our Lay Ministers who are doing God's work to serve Gloria
de Cristo.

Michelle Cegon, Call Committee Co-Chair

\

CHECK OUT THE NEW WEBSITE:
www.gloriadecristo.com




FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT

Remember the saying “the only thing permanent is change? Don’t need to remind us of
that, especially this time of year. While our congregation is always flexible, this time of
year we begin the semi-annual migration. This migration is sad; the one in the fall is hap-
py and exciting. While you go to another home to plant flowers, vegetables, do taxes,
visit family and check on grandchildren...we keep you in prayer and thought all summer.
Your pew and friends wait for your return. Please send a message to the office the dates
of your going and returning so we can send you the newsletter.

By the end of April our rebuilt web site will be up and running! It is a great way of shar-
ing information in a timely way. Special events can be shared with everyone. There
should be some pictures of Pastor’s retirement celebration. This was a big happy/sad
event. We remember the gift of gratitude.

While the web page is important for information, there are some things that need a
more direct action. While our support team is good, none of them are certified mind
readers. So if you are sick or need help please continue to call the office. If it is not being
served at that moment, please leave a message on the machine. All this being said,
there is one means of communication that each of us has an opportunity and almost a
responsibility to use. That’s you! When you sit near someone regularly that is missing
more than once or twice give them a call, or call the office. And maybe as you visit be-
fore church or during coffee hour tell your pew friend you have plans. We have a reputa-
tion of being a friendly congregation, you are the congregation!

One last thing, | have been reminded that | have not been mentioning wear your name
tag. Especially now, we will be seeing people from another service, | know that | am not
the only one getting older and more forgetful. Name tags are your friends. Please wear
them, if you need one write it on the back of your green paper.



From the desk of Dr. Shirley....
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Different Forms of Church Government

Dr. Erwin W. Lutzer of Moody Church says, “Biblically, the church is described in numer-
ous ways. On one hand we observe that the local church is a living organism—an expression of
the body of Christ. On the other, we know that the church is an organization set up by Christ
and regulated by the guidelines commanded throughout the Scriptures. As a divinely commis-
sioned organization, God has ordained leadership to spur on growth, purity, outreach, and ho-
liness. Throughout history three primary systems of church government have dominated the
ideological spectrum of Christian leadership.”

Episcopal Government: The word “episcopal” is a derivative of the Greek word that
translates into English as “bishop.” It should not be confused with the Episcopal denomina-
tion, a particular branch of Protestant Christianity that employs an episcopal church govern-
ment. This form of government features solitary leadership structures (bishop-oriented).
While this form of government does prove efficient, corruption is always a danger, and the hi-
erarchical and territorial aspects of the system can be troublesome. Anglican, Orthodox, and
Roman Catholic churches are good examples.

Paradoxically, The Lutheran Church, which champions the universal priesthood of be-
lievers, developed ecclesiastical authorities but not self-contained congregational govern-
ment. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (1988) established the bishop as leader of
the synodal jurisdictions.

Congregational Government is at the opposite end of the spectrum. With a strong em-
phasis on the priesthood of every believer, it stresses the right of the individual congregation
to order its own life in teaching, worship, government, and administration. The power rests
with the members of the congregation. This form of government is most often found in Baptist
churches who vote concerning yearly budgets, church programs, and leadership appoint-
ments. Divisiveness can be a negative result of this format, but the added accountability can
stave off blatant corruption.

Presbyterian Government: “Presbyterian” is a derivative of the Greek word for “elder.”

It appeals to the model of the original church. Many churches, other than the Presbyterian de-
nominations, employ a Presbyterian church government. The church is lead by the eldership
supported by the deacons. The church body may have limited say in the major decisions of the
church, but those who meet the biblical qualifications for leadership share the weight of pow-
er.



Different Forms of Church Government (con’t.)

The basic view is the equality of rights of all members, have a single office (presbyter) elected by
the church members, analogous to the democratic, republican political mode and in contrast
with the monarchy of the aristocracy of the episcopal church government. The differences be-
tween clergy and laity have been abolished in theory, and, to a great extent, in practice. The sys-
tem can foster a ‘them and us” attitude between the congregation and the elders, but it produc-
es a balanced level of efficiency and accountability.
To be continued . . .

Food for thought: Which style of government does Gloria de Cristo have?

On what do you base your conclusions?

CARE MINISTRES

GriefShare Ministry: The first GriefShare cycle of '25 will be completed the first week of
April. The next 13 week cycle will begin soon after.

Anyone experiencing grief due to the death of a person they love is encouraged to contact
the church office to find out how to join the group.

Stephen Ministry: Last month we commissioned 3 new Stephen Ministry Leaders, Niki Duffy,
Sandy Corless, and Robin Marlatt. They completed their leadership training via zoom head-
quarters in St. Louis, Mo. in January and early February.

Jim and Sherrie Wehrer have been training the current class which was commissioned on
March 23™ Michelle Cegon has also filled in on a couple of Saturdays in January and February
so that the current class can complete their training and be commissioned before Pastor
Timm retires on March 30th.

YARD SALE

Our 2025 Yard Sale was a great success, thanks to everyone who donated items, and all of our
hard-working volunteers!

We will have a couple of drop-off opportunities prior to the summer: Saturday, April 12 from
8-10, and Saturday, May 10 from 8-10. The next drop-off will be in September.

Michelle Cegon



EDUCATION

=

We starting a new chapter at Gloria de Cristo with Education. We have a couple of young ladies
that will be participating in confirmation classes and they are excited to learn more about God’s
blessings. I’'m sure this will be a wonderful time for all of us. Children are the future of our
church and we need to be there for them.

With God's blessings,
Lynette Layton, Education

GLORIOUS QUILTERS

April showers bring May flowers, Did | say that last year, like many of us, | don’t remember!!!
Yes April is here and with it brings the loss of several of our quilting family as they head back to
their summer homes. And yet we have a devoted “Summer” crew doing what they do with all
the love and joy in their hearts.

The Ladies have been able to distribute approximately 100 quilts already to our local recipi-
ents. We also made 3 king size quilts to be given to the Shepards Canyon Retreat in Northern
Arizona.

I'll still ask you if you knit there are stocking caps to be made, or maybe you just want to sit,
cut fringe for the fleece blankets and just have fun. You’re always welcome.

Any questions send me a text: Carol Schock 503-338-9358

First Saturday of every month, 8:00 am, Izzy’s on Foothills Blvd.
Z)féd/éfdff The next date is: April 5, 2025
0w )\
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3L All Ladies are encouraged to come join us!!
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HEALTHY LIVING FOR YOUR BRAIN AND BODY

Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory
forever! Amen.

All life is a precious gift from God, our creator. Just as God “knows when | sit down and when |
rise up” (Psalms 139:2) He knows our struggles and loves us. We continue with Habits 2 and 3
from The Alzheimer’s Association, knowing God is present with us in our struggles, whatever
they are.

@ Be Smoke-free

Examples:
>>|f you don’t smoke, don’t start
>>Seek out quit lines or online resources
>>Talk to a health care professional
One healthy habit | already have:
One change | can make now:
One change I'd like to make in three months:
One tip to help me be successful:

@

Take care of your mental health

Examples:

>>Make time for something you enjoy

>>Try to build breaks for yourself during the day

>>Pay attention to your stress level, and symptoms of anxiety, depression or other mental health
concerns

One healthy habit | have now:
One change | can make now:
One change I'd like to masker in three months:
One tip to help me be successful:

ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION 800.272.3900 alz.org



NEW MEMBERS

Ralph & Patricia Polk

Patricia was born inn June, 199 in San Francisco, CA. Ralph and | met in 1976...that sounds
like so long ago, but feels like it was just yesterday. In 1978 We moved to Washington state
and lived there for over 35 years..then in 2015 we moved to Yuma.

| always believed in Christ as my savior, but never felt that | was meant to go to church. As a
child I wanted to go to church with my friend and her family. Carol’s mom went to the priest
to see about my attending their catholic church. The priest denied me because my parents
were divorced. Then | tried going to church with another friend (Lutheran) and was even go-
ing to start confirmation classes. However, my mother became extremely upset that | was go-
ing, so | quit. (I was 12). As an adult | tried to attend church in fits and starts but never stuck
with it. To my surprise my youngest son became a pastor in a very judgmental religion. That
just about did me in. It was only now that Ralph developed cancer and | proclaimed that
Christ had led the way for us to find the best treatment for him. | had to find a way to make
the change to join a church and thank the Lord properly. The rest of the story, married twice
48 years to Ralph. Had 2 sons (the oldest died 4 years ago). Ralph adopted my boys while
they were in high school. We have 6 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren.

Ralph was born December, 1949 and raised in San Francisco, CA. Attended both Catholic and
public schools there. | served an apprenticeship with the iron workers. | had a long career
with the Department of Defense with the Navy in Vallejo, CA. In 1976 Patricia and | met and
married in 1977. We moved to Washington state where we raised our family and later retired
from the DOD.

Willard L (Jay) & Anna L. Stokes

Jay was born on Eglin AFB, Florida, the son of a US Air Force NC 14258 E. 29th LaneCO in
1956. The family moved to Japan and because the housekeeper could not pronounce his real
name (Willard) she called him Jay and it stuck with him throughout his life. Jay entered the
US Army 6 days after high school graduation in 1974. In November 1977, Jay was assigned to
7th Special Forces Group Airborne (SFGA) and traveled the world. In 1984, Jay became one of
the first NCO’s to apply for the brand new Warrant Officer Programs in Special Forces. Jay’s
final assignment was with the Military Freefall (MFF) School at Yuma Proving Grounds and re-
tired honorably as a Chief Warrant Officer—4 in February, 1998. After Jay established and ran
a very successful company for 25 years (Certification Unlimited, Inc.) which specialized in
training and educating military units and civilians in the USS and around the world in current
skydiving and military freefall related skills. He holds a Master of Arts Degree in International
Relations and Security Management from Webster University.



NEW MEMBERS (con’t.

Anna was baptized Lutheran and was raised in International Falls, Mn. Married young and
moved to California. Anna connected with Risen Savior Lutheran Church in the early 90’s. She
became a Registered Nurse in 1995. Widowed, she was a single mom of 3, she earned her
Bachelors and Masters degrees while raising her children and spending her days off volunteering
at school, sporting events, girl scouts, boy scouts and anything her children were active in. She
taught nursing courses in various colleges both in the classroom and at the bedside. Anna has
retired from Kaiser Permanente after 28 years. She now works at Fort Yuma and looks forward
to volunteer work and traveling with Jay to National Parks.

Jay has 3 sons from a previous marriage (Jason Nick and Evan). By God’s grace Jay met his soul-
mate Anna in 2020 and they married in 2021. With Jay’s 3 sons and Anna’s son (Julian) and 2
daughters (Signe and Sigrid), it is like the ‘Brady Bunch’ but with adult children. In 2024 Anna
was diagnosed with breast cancer. Jay became her constant caregiver. It meant so much to both
Anna and Jay that they could attend all appointments together. The cancer had a complete/
positive response to chemotherapy. The grandkids live in Yuma so retirement to Yuma was the

logical step. God has truly blessed us.
\\)*A PROPERTY E@”

Taking care of our church property is a big responsibility. We are in the midst of one of God's
beautiful creations, the Sonora Desert. The dry and often windy conditions can be challeng-
ing. Instead of letting God water our plants, we have installed an irrigation system that re-

quires a lot of maintenance. This is just one example of the work required to keep our church
looking its best. The good news is, I've had a lot of help. I'm amazed at how many of you are
willing to contribute your time and expertise. We recently installed a new gas range in the
kitchen. It's larger than the old one so 2 cabinets had to be rebuilt. | asked Dennis Kasin and
Jim Hollandsworth to perform this task. Their craftsmanship is on display in our kitchen; check
it out. Again, these are just examples of how working together, we keep our church looking its
best. As always, if you see anything that requires our attention or have any suggestions, let me
or Dave Donaldson know.

Thank you!
Jerry Randby, Property Chair



SOCIAL CONCERNS

The Social Concerns committee did not meet in March but here is an updated food delivery
report.
Food delivered to the Yuma Community Food Bank:

January 2025 356 1lbs.  February 200 Ibs. March 100 lbs.
Remember, food offerings are received the first weekend of each month. Thank you for your
continued generosity.

Social concerns meetings are the first Monday of each month at 12:00 in the Fellowship Hall.
New members and new ideas are welcome.

Blessings,
Evelyn Trone, Chairperson

1 Peter 4:10
As each received a gift, use it to serve one another, as stewards f God's varied gifts.
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As you all know by now, the nine months of planning to host the Cactus Conference on March
22" was lost due to the cancellation of the conference. Maybe the time wasn't lost after all.
The Planning committee started meeting in June, 2024. Choosing a theme, selecting sub-
committees, following guidelines, and discussing options became an earnest effort to put forth
our best. We were all ready for our final walk-through when we were informed of the lack of
registrants from our member churches. The good from all of this is proof we can work together
effectively with purpose and joy. | am thankful to you all.

In February of this year, | made the decision to step down as Convener/President of Gloria de
Cristo's WELCA. The five-plus years that | have served has been challenging and fun. Without
the experience and help of the WELCA Board members, | would not have been able to share
new ideas and activities such as the Dessert Buffet and the co-presentation with Social Services
of a popcorn/movie night. It is the right time to invite new leadership along with new ideas.
Every woman in our congregation is automatically a member of WELCA. Please prayerfully con-
sider volunteering. Contact Mary Zieman, Linda Bryant, Cheryl Preul or Linda Bradshaw with
your questions. It's fulfilling and rewarding.

Donna Brown



OUTREACH

1Samuel 3

And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was
precious in those days; there was no open vision. 2 And it came to pass at that time, when
Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; 3 And
ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was, and
Samuel was laid down to sleep; 4 That the LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Here
am I. 5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am [; for thou calledst me. And he said, | called
not; lie down again. And he went and lay down. 6 And the LORD called yet again, Samuel.
And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am [; for thou didst call me. And he an-
swered, | called not, my son; lie down again. 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD,
neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. {Now...: or, Thus did Samuel be-
fore he knew the LORD, and before the word of the LORD was revealed unto him} 8 And
the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here
am |; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the LORD had called the child. 9 There-
fore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say,
Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 And
the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel an-
swered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.

One of my favorite stories of the bible. What does it even mean? | personally believe that
if the Lord calls your name don’t ignore him and shut him out. Listen to what he says.
He has a plan for everyone.

Pretty quiet in outreach this month. Lots of events going on in the church and in the area.
04/13/2024 is Yuma’s 110 year birthday. Celebration in town.
Have a great spring!!!

Mens’ Breakfast will meet on the first

VTSI V(I e Saturday of the month at 8 am at Daybreakers.
Please join us for a time of food and fellowship!!

The next date is April 5, 2025
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As we begin our journey here at Gloria de Cristo without Pastor Bill, | ask that anyone that can
help with ushering and communion to please let me know. We will soon be down to one service
on Sunday but with all those leaving for the north it becomes a challenge for those of us remain-
ing here in Yuma.

Remember the services for Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday, April 12/13 @ 4 pm Satur-
day & 8:30 Sunday.

Maundy Thursday @ 6:00 pm; Good Friday @ 6:00 pm and Easter Sunday 7:30 am; Breakfast @
8 am; and 10:15 worship.

Thanks, Char Schomisch, Co-chair

Worship Committee

FLOWERS FOR APRIL

6 Carol Schock in memory of husband Donald AND Lorie Rapp in
memory of husband Jerry’s birthday.
13  Lisa Crayne in memory of daughter Christy AND Ted & Niki Duffy
in memory of son Patrick who passed 4/24/1995
20 Rita Kowalski in memory of husband Bill and grandson DAK
27 Llarry & Bonnie Doll in memory of loved ones

.
b APRIL BIRTHDAYS

1 Lisa Crayne 14 Barbara Blank 18 Gary Raasch

3 Marcia Herberg 14 Roger Friz 19 Sue Martin

7 Roger Krough 14 Dave Lester 21 Mikie Rinehart

10 Marge Graham 15 Darus White 22  Morris Kisling

11 Walt Pappin 16 Marijan Petrovic 26 Linda Bradshaw

13 Paula Pegues 17 Elaine Hofslien



MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

1 Raymond & Lisa Crayne 14 Russ & Alice Neville
2 Jay & Anna Stokes 17 Larry & Bonnie Doll
4 Morris & Nancy Kisling

PRAYER FOR THE AGING

All Gracious God, You have given me all | am and have, and now | give it back to You to stand
under Your will alone. In a special way | give You these later years of my life.

| am one of those called by You into old age, a call not given to all, not given to Jesus, not given
to most in our world today. | humbly ask You, grace me deeply in each aspect of this struggle.

As my physical eyesight weakens, may the eyes of my faith strengthen, that | may see You and
Your love in everything.

As my hearing fails, may the ears of my heart be more attentive to the whisper of Your gentle
voice.

As my legs weaken and walking becomes more difficult, may | walk more truly in Your paths,
knowing all the while that | am held in the embrace of Your love.

As my mind becomes less alert and memory fades, may | remain peaceful in You, aware that
with You there is no need for thought or word. You simply ask that | be there, with You.

And should sickness overtake me and | be confined to bed, may | know myself as one with Your
Son as he offers his life for the salvation of the world.

Finally, as my heart slows a little after the work of the years, may it expand in love for You and
all people. May it rest secure and grateful in Your loving heart until | am lost in You, completely
and forever.

Amen.

By Sr. Moya Hanlen, FDNSC (Australia). Adapted by Ministry of the Arts.
www.ministryofthehearts.org.
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ORGANIST: Dr. Shirley Ehler
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