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  “A COMMUNITY CHURCH IN THE FOOTHILLS”

MINISTERS: ALL OF OUR PEOPLE
CHURCH PHONE: 928-342-6002

MISSION   STATEMENT
 
“WALKING WITH JESUS TO BRING NEW LIFE AND HOPE TO EVERY PERSON”
 
WE ARE A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
                                    SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2025    8:30 A.M.
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We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith.
As we sing, pray and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s faith in the saving power of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself!


When you enter this church, it may be possible that you hear “the call of God”.  However, it is unlikely that He will call you on your cell phone. Thank you for turning off your phones.  If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place and talk to Him.  If you want to see God, send Him a text while driving.

VISITORS..  Welcome!  Please sign our Guest Book located in the Narthex.  We would love to meet you!  

PLEASE REMEMBER… to contact the church office if you or a loved one are hospitalized, in rehab facility, or facility other than your home.  Pastor and Stephen Ministers will make a visit.

DID YOU KNOW.. Perfume and cologne can trigger life-threatening breathing emergencies in persons with asthma, allergies and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) Hospitals and schools are becoming ‘scent-free’ due to this increasing health hazard.  Please be sensitive to this concern when coming to church.  Thank You.

LITTLE FOLKS..  Parents… please remember that there are ‘busy bags’ hanging on the coat tree in the Narthex to occupy the little ones during worship.  Simply return the bags to the tree on your way out of church. Thank you.


BE COMFORTABLE.. There are shawls in the Narthex that you can use if chilled during worship.  Just ask one of the ushers and they will get you one.  Simply return the shawl to the narthex on your way out of the church.


[bookmark: _Hlk191566639][bookmark: _Hlk192670895]Hearing Devices:  The older hearing devices have been moved to the Narthex. They are located next to the far right entrance door to the sanctuary.

We now offer the T-Coil hearing device with the new sound system.  Individuals will need to contact their provider to find out if their hearing aid is telecoil-equipped.  If so, they need to ask how to turn on the T-Coil or if it is automatically linked once the loop is around their neck. 



FLOWERS for the altar today are given by Marijan & Judy Petrovic in celebration of their 31st wedding anniversary.  Congratulations

 PRAYERS: Dyanne Radke, Bill Timm, Mary Marsh, Robin Marlatt, Nancy Griffiths, Bill Haney, Ted Duffy, Mike Corless, Benny Bennight & Pastor Lee Bennight (friends of Sharon Merz), Dave Blevins (friend of Gary Raasch), Schmidt Family (friends of Lorie Rapp), Jacky Patte, Janice Radke (Dyanne Radke’s daughter-in-law), Donna (sister of Lisa Crayne),  Loretta Munsterman,  Susie Reible,  Susan Baxter,  Mason Fletcher (Grandson of Lisa Crayne), Glennis Swain (friend of Jim & Sherrie Wehrer),  Forrest Marsh,  Carolyn Smith, Rita (sister of Marlene Miller)

 


PLEASE NOTE that we’ll be using the Traditional version of the Lord’s Prayer for the month of May.  God blesses our prayers.


Is Your Phone Turned Off?



PRELUDE


ANNOUNCEMENTS 	



V	God Is Good!
C	All the time
V	All the time
[bookmark: _Hlk31194921][bookmark: _Hlk536106475][bookmark: _Hlk3987833]C	God Is Good!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

V	Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love.

C	Amen.

V	We confess our sins before God and one another.

Pause for silence and reflection.                                                                             
V	God of light,
C	We live as though you are still in the grave.  We do not rejoice in the good news of liberation for all people without exception.  We continue to sin against you and our neighbors by our actions and our failure to act.  Shake us out of our complacency, cleanse our hearts of selfishness, and make us joyful participants in the work of bringing about your reign in the world today.

V 	We are an Easter people!  Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has redeemed all of creation.  Know that you are made whole, forgiven of all your sins, and empowered to live out the gospel in joy.

 C	 Amen.
 

[image: ] GATHERING HYMN    “Now all the Vault of Heaven Resounds ”	      ELW 367



GREETING

V	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C	And also with you.





[image: ELWSettingTenKyrie(1)]KYRIE


SONG OF PRAISE 
[image: ELWSettingTenGlory]


PRAYER OF THE DAY	together we pray:  

Gracious God, we read your holy word and often find ourselves confused.  Send your Holy Spirit into our community that we might discern together what it is you are calling us to do.  Give us hearts of welcome to all our neighbors, and make us examples of your love in action.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen!



PASSING OF THE PEACE 

V	May the peace of the Lord be with you always!
C	 And also with you
V	Please generously share God’s peace all around!



WORSHIP CAROL 
	
BELLS OF GLORY		“That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright”
“O Holy Spirit, Root of Life”
	  	 	
	 	       
[bookmark: _Hlk192153664][bookmark: _Hlk155180679][bookmark: _Hlk196977192]LESSON:		Acts 6:1-7; 7:2, 44-60

Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. 2 And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables.[a] 3 Therefore, brothers and sisters, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 4 while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.” 5 What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.
7 The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
2 And Stephen replied:  “Brothers[a] and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,  “Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God[a] directed when he spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45 Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the peoples whom God drove out before our ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, 46 who found favor with God and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob.[b] 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human hands;[c] as the prophet says,  49 ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.  What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest?  50 Did not my hand make all these things?’  51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 52 Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. 53 You are the ones who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.”  54 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen.[d] 55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.[e]



  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	
[image: ELWSettingTenAlleluia]





GOSPEL	Luke 23:33-34a, 46

  33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus[a] there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]][b] And they cast lots to divide his clothing.   46 Then Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last.                             


V	The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                   
C	Praise to the Lord   



TEACHING:   	“I’d Agree With You But Then We’d Both Be Wrong!!!”										Vicar Jerry Randby




HYMN OF THE DAY   	 “Now the Green Blade Rises”		      ELW  379 
[image: ]


THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,                                                               creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


V		We pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.	
V	 With Stephen, put us to work caring for those in need, and give us courage to witness to your transformative love in our lives and the life of the world.  Holy and wonderful God;
C	Hear our prayer.

V	From seas to mountains to great plains to deserts, all of creation is the work of your hand.  Teach us to tend to it with great love and care.  Holy and wonderful God;

C	Hear our prayer.

Here other petitions may be offered.   Together we pray

C	 Bless Your Church.  Purify, preserve & provide through your Holy Spirit. We pray for each of our mission congregations, local partners, and care ministries. We also pray for the congregation’s vision and call process.   May we continue to work toward our mission and uphold our values while we support the call committee in moving toward a pastoral transition. 
We also pray for that pastor whom God calls to Gloria de Cristo to work with us to move this congregation forward in mission. Enlarge our hearts toward people far from God while we “Walk with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person.”


 

V	We lift up leaders in the church, including pastors, deacons, and bishops.  Guide them with your truth and help them to lead with compassion and understanding.  Holy and wonderful God;

C	Hear our prayer.

V	Be with doctors, nurses, and all medical staff.  Guide their work with wisdom, understanding and skill.  Draw near to those who are in need of your healing, especially those we remember in our hearts..  Holy and wonderful God;

C	Hear our prayer.

V	Be with those who mourn this day.  May they cherish memories of their loved ones, and may you bring them peace.  Holy and wonderful God;
C	Hear our prayer.

V	We remember with joy all the saints, like Stephen, who lived and died in the faith.  May we follow their example and live our lives to you.  Holy and wonderful God;
C	Hear our prayer.

V	These and the prayers of all creation we lift to you in Jesus’ name.

C	Amen





[bookmark: _Hlk36714080]THE OFFERING (For those watching there is a link for online giving in the description of the video.  We are thankful for all the support from both in- person giving as well as online giving.)




[image: ]QR CODE GIVING: Just use your smart phone’s QR Code Reader and scan this QR Code to begin your generosity giving!  You can set it up to give your gift as a One-Time gift or you can set up a recurring gift (Every week, Every 2 weeks, 2X/month, (1st & 15th), Monthly, Quarterly, or Annually).  You can have your gift taken directly from your bank account or your debit or credit card.  You can pick the day you want your gift to be given.  With this way of giving, you can also give to the General Offering, Church Property, World Hunger, and Lent/Holiday gifts.  To view the different giving opportunities: When you first enter the app just scroll down to the line that says ‘View more giving opportunities’ below the ‘ways to give’ heading.



[image: We Give Thee But Thine Own  Offeratory Hymn][image: A picture containing text, sheet music, music
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

V	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

V	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.

V	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	It is right to give our thanks and praise.



[image: ELWSettingTenHoly]CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE


V	Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C 	 Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION


WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Communion is open to all baptized believers who know Jesus as Savior and seek to live with him as Lord of all areas of life.  You receive the wafer in your hand and choose from the individual cup of wine or white grape juice.  Those who are not communing as well as children may come forward for a blessing.  Simply cross your arms in front of your chest to receive a blessing. Everyone should complete a slip found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  Consider the options on reverse side as to how you may serve this congregation.







THE LORD’S PRAYER

C	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
[image: Lamb of God communion hymn for lenten services 2015]HYMNS DURING COMMUNION



“Now We Join the Celebration”					ELW	462
[image: ]

“Just a Closer Walk With Thee”					ELW   697
[image: ]

“Just As I Am”							ELW	592 
[image: ]

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  (please stand)

V	The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you safe in His Grace until everlasting life.
C	Amen.




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (together we pray)

C	God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world.  Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.




SENDING HYMN 	    “On Our Way Rejoicing”  	      		  ELW 537
[image: ]

V    	Almighty God has created you and has a purpose for your life every day!  Lord, Help us remember, IF YOU ARE NOT DEAD...
C        YOU ARE NOT DONE!

V	Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the blessing of the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C	Amen.


DISMISSAL

V	Go in peace.  Christ is sending you.
C	Thanks be to God.  



Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights  reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26302.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 or reprinted from Service book and Hymnal, copyright 1958.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11751-L.
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11752-E.
Cover page – Reprinted from Icon Two:  Visual Images for Every Sunday, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission
CCLI Song #1527, Majesty, Hayford, Jack, copyright 1981, New Spring.  For use solely with the SongSelect .  Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. CCLI License   #132196



Announcements



REMEMBER: Those of you that leave Yuma for the summer, please note that on your green slip so that we can change your address to receive the monthly Evangel.  Please give us your address, date leaving, and date of return.  Thank You!!

ALSO:  As you clean out your cupboards and pantries getting ready to go to your summer home, I would encourage you to pack up whatever you want to share, put it in a box marked “For Crossroads Mission” and bring them to the church.  I will make sure that they get delivered to the Mission.  


[bookmark: _Hlk36714426]Choral Concert: “Turn the World Around” May 9th, 7:00 pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, at the corner of 16th street and 14th avenue.  This is Free and open to the public.  Come and enjoy!!

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP:
  The first gathering of the Prayer Fellowship will be Thursday, May 15th at 9:00 am in the church Sanctuary.  We are so looking forward to gathering together in love, through the power of the Holy Spirit, as did the early church as described in the Book of Act.  We will lift up our church, our leaders, our congregation and ask to see God work in our call process to provide just the right pastor at just the right time.  
  Join our voices and hearts Thursday, May 15th!  Pray and Watch the blessings flow!


GriefShare:   A new session of GriefShare  began on April 27st from 12:15—2:30 pm in the Fellowship Classroom.  If you, or someone you know have lost a loved one and are struggling this is the place you might want to be.  If you have any questions or concerns contact the church office at 928-342-6002.

REMINDERS:

Support Groups

GriefShare: Sundays at 12:15 pm, Fellowship Hall Classroom

Care Givers Lunch:  Every Friday at 12:30 pm.  Contact Sandy Timm for the location.  

Service
Monthly Potluck  1st Sunday of each month following worship in Fellowship Hall.  Bring your favorite dish to share and come for fellowship.

Food Pantry:  1st Sunday of each month we collect food for the local Food Pantry.  When doing your shopping consider picking up a couple of items to bring and donate.

Men’s Breakfast the 1st Saturday of each month, 8 am at Daybreakers.  All gentlemen of the congregation are invited to come.


Women’s Breakfast Club 1st Saturday of each month, 8 am at Izzy’s on Foothills Blvd.  All ladies of the congregation are welcome to attend.

Days for Girls:   Check the calendar for the next date.   Come join us for fellowship and fun.

Reading and Learning

Bible Study:  Mondays, 12:30 pm, Fellowship Classroom (Gospel of Luke)




Fun and Fellowship

Line dancing: Wednesdays at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall

Chair Aerobics :  Classes are held every Wednesday at 1 pm & Fridays at 10:30 am in Fellowship Hall.   A donation of $5/session is appreciated to offset the cost of the instructor.  Everyone is welcome.




WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Service time is: 8:30 am

	[bookmark: _Hlk64363793] Dat  
	Altar
	Ushers
	Greeter/Comm.
	Readers
	AV

	5/4
	Jan
	Marge Jones/Dinga
	J. Klipfel/T. Hoffman
	Jeanie Volpe
	 Char/Dave

	5/11
	Joanne
	S. Arceneaux/L.Layton
	Roger/Jen Krough
	Anna Stokes
	 Char/Dave

	5/18
	Niki
	Jay/Anna Stokes
	Larry Unger/C. Wade
	S. Arceneaux
	 Mich/Gary

	5/25
	Char
	Chuck/Mona O’Reilly
	Dave/N. Griffiths
	Jeanie Volpe
	Mich/Tom

	6/1
	 Joanne
	Dave/Marge Graham
	Ted/Niki Duffy
	S. Weidling
	Char/Dave

	6/8
	Jan
	Sandy Everly/Lisa Crayne
	 Bob/Judy Zeiss
	C. Wertman
	Mich/Tom

	6/15
	Joanne
	T Martin/J. Hollandsworth
	 Chuck/Mona O’Reilly
	Michelle
	Char/Tom

	6/22
	Niki 
	Brenda Taylor/L. Unger
	C. Wade/Jan Klipfel
	Jean Gerfen
	Mich/Dave

	6/29
	Char
	Rick/Barbara Sherwood
	Dave/Marge Graham
	S. Arceneaux
	Char/Dave

	7/6
	Char
	John/Verna Arnold
	Bob/Judy Zeiss
	Char
	Mich/Dave





Attendance for April 27th 
109  @ 8:30 am


CALENDAR FOR THE COMING WEEK

	DATE
	TIME
	ACTIVITY
	LOCATION

	
	
	
	

	Monday 5/5
	  9:00 am
	Glorious Quilters
	Fellowship Hall

	Monday 5/5
	12 pm
	Social Concerns Mtg.
	Fellowship Hall

	Monday 5/5
	12 pm
	Worship Mtg.
	Fellowship Hall

	Monday 5/5
	12:30 pm
	Bible Study on Luke
	Fellowship Classroom

	
	
	
	

	Tuesday 5/6
	 7:00 am  
	TOPS
	Fellowship Classroom

	
	
	
	

	Wed. 5/7
	10:00 am
	Line dance exercise
	Fellowship Hall

	Wed. 5/7
	  1:00 pm
	Chair Aerobics
	Fellowship Hall

	Wed 5/7
	  3:45 pm
	Bells of Glory
	Sanctuary

	Wed.  5/7
	  6:45 pm
	Choir Rehearsal
	Sanctuary

	
	
	
	

	Thurs. 5/8
	  7:00 am
	TOPS
	Classroom

	
	
	
	

	Friday 5/9
	   8:00 am
	TOPS
	Fellowship Hall

	Friday 5/9
	 10:30 am
	Chair Aerobics
	Fellowship Hall 

	Friday 5/9
	 10:30 am
	Spanish/English Conversation
	 Fellowship Classroom

	Friday 5/9
	 12:30 am
	Caregivers Lunch
	Contact Office

	
	
	
	

	Saturday 5/10
	   9:00 am
	TOPS
	Nursery

	
	
	
	

	Sunday 5/11
	8:30 am 
	Worship/Communion
	Sanctuary

	Sunday 5/11
	 12:15 pm
	Pastor’s Dinner
	Fellowship Hall




[bookmark: _Hlk192671123]

GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH
11273 E. 40th Street
Yuma, AZ   85367

Phone:(928) 342-6002		Fax (928) 342-7613

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com


Authorized  Vicars:
	Dr. Shirley Ehler 				Jerry Randby 
	Char Schomisch 				Paula Pegues 
	                    		Judy Zeiss  

Minister of Worship, Organist & Choir Director:  Dr. Shirley Ehler 
Pianists:  Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp, Pam Carter, Suzanne Haggett
Bells of Glory:  Lorie Rapp  
Violin:  Ami Gudjohnsen


	
Stephen Ministry Leaders:   
	Jim Wehrer 		Michelle Cegon  			 
	Sherrie Wehrer  		Sandy Corless 
	Niki Duffy	             Robin Marlatt 
	 


GriefShare Leaders:
	Ted & Niki Duffy
	Lisa Crayne
	Mary Marsh


Office Staff: 	
	Char Schomisch, Secretary 
  [image: Logo, company name
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