 GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH
“A COMMUNITY CHURCH IN THE FOOTHILLS”

CHURCH PHONE #342-6002


ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 18, 2026



[image: Image result for lenten symbols]


			Remember that you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.








We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith.  As we sing, pray and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s faith in the saving power of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself!

Be sure your cell phone is 
turned off during services…. 
Unless you are expecting a call from GOD!


Hearing Devices:  The older hearing devices have been moved to the Narthex. They are located next to the far right entrance door to the sanctuary.

We now offer the T-Coil hearing device with the new sound system.  Individuals will need to contact their provider to find out if their hearing aid is telecoil-equipped.  If so, they need to ask how to turn on the T-Coil or if it is automatically linked once the loop is around their neck. 



We prepare to Worship


There is no Prelude on this solemn day. 


INTRODUCTION

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. As we hear in today's readings, now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord. During Lent the people of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ's death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God's mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.
Ash Wednesday Litany
V:  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  For if you forgive people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
C:  Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven."  At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, "This fellow is blaspheming!"  Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts?  Which is easier: to say, `Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, `Get up and walk'?  But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home."  And the man got up and went home.  
V:  And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 
C:  Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
V:  "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.  

C:  You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.  Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven -- for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."  Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."  
V:  So watch yourselves.  "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, `I repent,' forgive him."  
C:  And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."  
V:  Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed.  When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals -- one on his right, the other on his left.  Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  







Gathering Hymn		“My Faith Looks Up To Thee”		ELW 759
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

V	 “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments”. As our Lord summons us to return to him with repentant hearts, we confess our sins and sorrow over them.
C	Almighty God, we are unclean before you. We are marred and marked by the filth of sin. We have turned away from you by disobeying your commandments. We have rebelled against you by seeking our own way rather than following your will. Forgive us.

V	We cry out to you for mercy.
C	Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, God’s mercy is greater.)
V	Hear the good news! God’s Word declares that “he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love”. In the mercy of Almighty God, his Son Jesus was given to die for you to remove the stain of your sin. For Christ’s sake God forgives you all your sin and renews a right spirit within you. His mercy endures forever because his love for you is steadfast.
C	Amen.





IMPOSITION OF ASHES

When ashes are to be imposed, those who desire to receive ashes come forward.  The ministers apply ashes to the forehead of each person with the words:
	Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After all who desire ashes have received them, the minister leads the congregation in the conclusion of the confession.

V	God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May the giver of life forgive us our sins and restore us to the joy of discipleship and service, for the sake of Jesus our faithful Lord. 
C 	Amen.


PRAYER OF THE DAY		TOGETHER WE PRAY
 
C	Shepherding God.  Lead us each day in your way, caring for our needs, and showing us by your example how to love and care for others.  Draw all the world into your loving arms, that all people and creation might flourish.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.




WORSHIP CAROL
	CHOIR		“Remember Me”

  
PSALM 23		Read in Unison

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;[a]  3 he restores my soul.[b]
He leads me in right paths[c]  for his name’s sake.  4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,[d]  I fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.    5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
6 Surely[e] goodness and mercy[f] shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.[g]


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: 	John 10:1-18
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me[a] are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me, and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes[b] it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

V 	The words of Jesus
C	Rejoice and be glad, because great is our reward in heaven.	


THE TEACHING: 		“ Sackcloth and Ashes”  		Vicar Judy Zeiss 
    	
HYMN OF THE DAY      “Lamb of God, Your Only Son”	ELW 336
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THE PRAYERS
V	With hope in your promised redemption, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
V	Guiding God, your voice is gentle, familiar, and trustworthy.  Bid us to follow boldly wherever you may lead us.  God of mercy and grace,   
C	We lift our prayers to you.
V	You love all that you have made, O Lord, and long for us to tend it as carefully as you would yourself.  Endow us with your careful, gentle spirit for the work of stewardship with which you entrusted us at creation.  God of mercy and grace,
C	We lift our prayers to you.
 V	Make those in positions of power and influence to lead with a spirit of loving service, that the needs of those they represent might be met.  God of mercy and grace,

C	We lift our prayers to you.

Here other petitions may be offered.   Together we pray
C	Bless Your Church.  Purify, preserve & provide through your Holy Spirit. We pray for each of our mission congregations, The Grand Canyon Synod, local partners, and care ministries. We also pray for the congregation’s vision and call process.   May we continue to work toward our mission and uphold our values while we support the call committee in moving toward a pastoral transition. We also pray for that pastor whom God calls to Gloria de Cristo to work with us to move this congregation forward in mission. Enlarge our hearts toward people far from God while we “Walk with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person.”

V	You restore our souls and anoint our heads with healing oil.  Bring all those who long for relief into your secure pasture, and into the wholeness of your family.  God of mercy and grace,
C	We lift our prayers to you.
V	Lord, nothing can separate us from you.  Not predators, nor dangers, nor death itself.  As we remember our own mortality this day, we do so in the sure promise of your ultimate resurrection.  God of mercy and grace,

C	We lift our prayers to you.
V	Blessed are those who dwell in your house forever, O God.  Draw all your saints together, both living and resurrected, into one great fold, where we hear and know your voice, and where no threat of danger may harm us.  God of mercy and grace,
C	We lift our prayers to you.
V	Into your hands we place our prayers, spoken and unspoken, and entrust all things to your eternal care.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  
C	Amen.




THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
     		the Father, the Almighty,
  		maker of heaven and earth,
          of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
          the only Son of God,
          eternally begotten of the Father,
          God from God, Light from Light,
          true God from true God,
          begotten, not made,
          of one Being with the Father.
          Through him all things were made.
          For us and for our salvation
          he came down from heaven;
          by the power of the Holy Spirit
          he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
          and was made man.

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
          he suffered death and was buried.
    
On the third day he rose again
          in accordance with the Scriptures;
          he ascended into heaven
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
          and his kingdom will have no end.

    
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
          who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
          With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
          He has spoken through the prophets.
          We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
          We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
          We look for the resurrection of the dead,
          and the life of the world to come. Amen




[bookmark: _Hlk36714080]THE OFFERING (For those watching there is a link for online giving in the description of the video.  We are thankful for all the support from both in person giving as well and online giving. 


OFFERTORY PRAYER	TOGETHER WE PRAY

C	God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 
words of grace and life.  Bless us and these your gifts, which we  
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.







WORDS OF INSTITUTION




THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen.









INVITATION TO COMMUNION

V	There is work to be done, but first we stop and eat.  Let us now prepare to receive the blessing of our Lord’s blood and body, which will be for our  strength before the journey, and nourishment alongside our fellow travelers.  Come to the table.

C	Amen.



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  
“When I survey the Wondrous Cross”		ELW 803
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“Faith of our Fathers”				ELW 812
[image: ]

BENEDICTION
V	The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of the cross, and the guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of the world, + be among you and remain with you forever.  

C	Amen.

CLOSING HYMN	“Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”	 ELW 696
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SILENT PRAYER

No Postlude on this Solemn Day


 Our midweek services for the next five Wednesday’s will be at 6:00 p.m. 

Holy Week Schedule:

March 29	Palm Sunday			8:30 & 10:15 a.m. 
April 2	Maundy Thursday Service	 6:00 p.m. 
April 3   	Good Friday Service		 6:00 p.m.
April 5	Easter Sunday			 7:30 a.m. &  10:15 a.m. 
		Easter Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m.

Join Us Next Week:  ‘Garden to Garden Eden to Heaven’    


WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:
Ushers:  Dave & Nancy Griffiths	
Greeters/Communion:  Carolyn Wade/Char
 Reader:  Shirley Shilley

 From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26302.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 or reprinted from Service book and Hymnal, copyright 1958.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11751-L.
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11752-E.
Cover page – Reprinted from Icon Two:  Visual Images for Every Sunday, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission.
Now the Feast of Celebration used by permission.  © Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. Printed in U.S.A.  Copyright 2008
Blue Letter Bible. "Genesis 1 - Revised Standard Version." Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2009. 6 Jan 2009


GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH
11273 E. 40th Street
Yuma, AZ   85367

Phone:(928) 342-6002		Fax (928) 342-7613

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com


[bookmark: _Hlk215577112]Authorized  Vicars:
	Dr. Shirley Ehler 				Char Schomisch 		                          Judy Zeiss           Paula Pegues 
	
Minister of Worship, Organist & Choir Director:  Dr. Shirley Ehler 
Pianists:  Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp, Pam Carter, Suzanne Haggett
Bells of Glory:  Lorie Rapp  
Violin:  Ami Gudjohnsen


	
Stephen Ministry Leaders:   
		Jim Wehrer 		Sherrie Wehrer 
     		Niki Duffy 		Michelle Cegon  
     		Sandy Corless 		Robin Marlatt 
	 
GriefShare Leaders:
	Ted & Niki Duffy
	Lisa Crayne
	Mary Marsh


Office Staff: 	
	Char Schomisch, Secretary 

  [image: Logo, company name

Description automatically generated][image: A white cross with a blue background

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel 
Links to both pages can be found on our website.
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