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  “A COMMUNITY CHURCH IN THE FOOTHILLS” 
 

MINISTERS: ALL OF OUR PEOPLE 
CHURCH PHONE: 928-342-6002 

 
MISSION   STATEMENT 

  

“WALKING WITH JESUS TO BRING NEW LIFE AND HOPE TO EVERY PERSON” 
  

WE ARE A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 
 
 

PALM  SUNDAY 
                       

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2026    4: 00 P.M. 
SUNDAY, MARCH 29 , 2026    8:30 & 10:15 A.M. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith. 
As we sing, pray and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s 

faith in the saving power of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself! 
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When you enter this church, it may be possible that you hear “the call of God”.  However, 
it is unlikely that He will call you on your cell phone. Thank you for turning off your 

phones.  If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place and talk to Him.  If you 
want to see God, send Him a text while driving. 

 
VISITORS..  Welcome!  Please sign our Guest Book located in the Narthex. We would 
love to meet you!   
 
PLEASE REMEMBER… to contact the church office if you or a loved one are hospitalized, 
in rehab facility, or facility other than your home.  Vicars and Stephen Ministers will 
make a visit. 
 
DID YOU KNOW.. Perfume and cologne can trigger life-threatening breathing 
emergencies in persons with asthma, allergies and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) Hospitals and schools are becoming ‘scent-free’ due to this increasing 
health hazard.  Please be sensitive to this concern when coming to church.  Thank You. 
 

LITTLE FOLKS..  Parents… please remember that there are ‘busy bags’ hanging on the 

coat tree in the Narthex to occupy the little ones during worship.  Simply return the bags 
to the tree on your way out of church. Thank you. 
 
 

BE COMFORTABLE.. There are shawls in the Narthex that you can use if chilled during 
worship.  Just ask one of the ushers and they will get you one.  Simply return the shawl 
to the narthex on your way out of the church. 
 
 

Hearing Devices:  The older hearing devices have been moved to the Narthex. They 

are located next to the far right entrance door to the sanctuary. 
 
We now offer the T-Coil hearing device with the new sound system.  Individuals will need 
to contact their provider to find out if their hearing aid is telecoil-equipped.  If so, they 
need to ask how to turn on the T-Coil or if it is automatically linked once the loop is 
around their neck.  
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FLOWERS for the altar today are given by Larry Unger in memory of wife 
RoseMarie  AND Linda Strand in honor of granddaughter’s birthday. 
 
 PRAYERS: Harry Taylor, Donna Watkins, Bill Haney, Marilyn Davis, Marilyn 
Z (friend of Lorie Raap), Georgia Crawford (friend of Michelle Cegon), Danya 
(daughter of Niki Duffy’s friend), Karen Huggins (friend of Gary Raasch), 
Steve Rodeffer (friend of Gary Raasch),   Jacky Patte, Donna (sister of Lisa 
Crayne), Mason Fletcher (Grandson of Lisa Crayne), Forrest Marsh,  Rita 
(sister of Marlene Miller) 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE that we’ll be using the Nicene Creed  & the Traditional 
version of the Lord’s Prayer for the month of March.  God blesses our 
prayers. 
 

 
Is Your Phone Turned Off? 
 
Name Tags:  If you would like to have a name tag, please make note on 
your green communion slip.  The Name tag will be hanging on the wall to 
the right of the door as you leave the next weekend.  You need not be a 
member to wear one. 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
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V God Is Good! 
C All the time 
V All the time 
C God Is Good! 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

V Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and 
mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 

 

C Amen. 
 

V We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection.                                                                              

V Most holy God, 
 

C   We come to you in need of grace.  Time and again we have forgotten 
your simple and loving call – to love you, our neighbors, and ourselves.  
We have forgotten your promise to care for us, and in our fear, we 
have made choices that hurt us, those around us, and even those we 
don’t know.  Remind us who we are and whose we are, and show us 
the way to amend our wrongs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our savior 
and friend. 

 
V Have no fear; little flock, for God loves you exactly as you are, and 

desires nothing more than to restore you to wholeness.  Know that you 
are freed from sin and death now and forever.  

 
 C  Amen.   
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 GATHERING HYMN  “All Glory Laud and Honor”      ELW 344 

  



 6 

 

GREETING   

 

V The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
KYRIE  
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SONG OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY together we pray:   
 

V  Eternal and holy God,. 

C You reign in our hearts and in all the earth, and creation gives 
testimony to your glory and power.  Yet you are a ruler like none we 
have experienced and gave all of yourself for the sake of the world.  
Teach us the kind of sacrificial love that can transform all things, for 
the sake of Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

P May the peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C  And also with you 
P Please generously share God’s peace all around! 

 
 
WORSHIP CAROL 
    BELLS OF GLORY (4:00)   “Shall We Gather at the River” 

CHOIR (8:30 ) “And Can It Be that I Should Gain ” 
 
      
PSALM   Psalm 24 
 

R The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who 
live in it, 

C 2 for he has founded it on the seas and established it on the rivers. 
 

R 3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his 
holy place? 

C 4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up 
their souls to what is false and do not swear deceitfully. 
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R 5 They will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from the 
God of their salvation. 

C 6 Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of 
the God of Jacob.[a] Selah 

 

R 7 Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
     that the King of glory may come in! 
C 8 Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, 

mighty in battle. 
 

R 9 Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors, that 
the King of glory may come in! 

C 10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of 
glory. Selah 

 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2024&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-14248a
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GOSPEL  John 19:16b-22 
  

16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.  So they took 
Jesus, 17 and carrying the cross by himself he went out to what is called the 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew[a] is called Golgotha. 18 There they 
crucified him and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus 
between them. 19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the 
cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth,[b] the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the 
Jews read this inscription because the place where Jesus was crucified was 
near the city, and it was written in Hebrew,[c] in Latin, and in Greek. 21 Then 
the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the 
Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate answered, 
“What I have written I have written.” 
 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                    
C Praise to the Lord    
 
 
TEACHING:  “What Part of the Crowd? ”        Pastor Jack Williams  
 
 
COMMISSIONING OF STEPHEN MINISERS (8:30) 
    David Donaldson Judy Zeiss  Lisa Crayne 
 
 
RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS (10:15) 
 Andy & Becky Rusten  Mike & Diane Grubbs 

     
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2019%3A16b-22&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26832a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2019%3A16b-22&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26834b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2019%3A16b-22&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26835c
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Ride On Ride On, in Majesty 
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NICENE  CREED 
 

 We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made, 
   of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
   For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven, 
     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
     and became truly human. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
 
     On the third day he rose again 
      in accordance with the scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

V  With hope in your promised redemption, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence.  

V What appears joyful now will soon turn hostile, O God.  The week ahead 
will not be easy, but we will stay with you until the bitter end.  
Accompany us as we descend into the days to come.  God of mercy and 
grace. 

C We lift our prayers to you. 
 

V The earth is yours and all that is in it.  Creation cries out to you.  Even 
the branches wave to welcome you.  Join our acclamations with all of 
nature in glorifying its maker.  God of mercy and grace, 

 

C   We lift our prayers to you. 
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Here other petitions may be offered.   Together we pray 
 
 

C  Bless Your Church.  Bless Your Vicars in our church.  Purify, preserve & 
provide through your Holy Spirit. We pray for each of our mission 
congregations, the Grand Canyon Synod, local partners, and care 
ministries. We also pray for the congregation’s vision and call process.   
May we continue to work toward our mission and uphold our values 
while we support the call committee in moving toward a pastoral 
transition.  

We also pray for that pastor whom God calls to Gloria de Cristo to work 
with us to move this congregation forward in mission. Enlarge our 
hearts toward people far from God while we “Walk with Jesus to bring 
new life and hope to every person.” 

 

V The crowd is on your side today, although their adoration won’t endure.  
Show us and all our leaders what true leadership looks like, even when 
the right action is not the popular one.   God of mercy and grace, 

 

C We lift our prayers to you. 
 

V Humble God, your compassion never wavers.  As your popularity surged 
you never lost sight of those in need.  Attend to all who are sick and 
suffering in body, mind, or spirit.  God of mercy and grace. 

 

C We lift our prayers to you. 
 
 

V You did not turn away from the difficulty of your mission, and neither 
did your servants over the years.  Strengthen us all to continue this 
work, until we find eternal rest in you.  God of mercy and grace, 

 

C We lift our prayers to you. 
 
 

V Into your hands we place our prayers, spoken and unspoken, and 
entrust all things to your eternal care.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  

C Amen. 
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THE OFFERING (For those watching there is a link for online giving in the 
description of the video.  We are thankful for all the support from both in- 
person giving as well as online giving.) 
 

 
OFFERING RESPONSE (please stand) 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
V The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

V Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

V Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE 
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V Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen 
world, you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ. 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

C   Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Communion is open to all believers who know Jesus as Savior and seek to live with him 
as Lord of all areas of life.  You receive the wafer in your hand and choose from the 
individual cup of wine or white grape juice.  Those who are not communing as well as 
children may come forward for a blessing.  Simply cross your arms in front of your 
chest to receive a blessing. Everyone should complete a slip found in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate.  Consider the options on reverse side as to how you may 
serve this congregation. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
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V Even as the events of Good Friday approach, we are reminded in this 

moment that Jesus lives forever and invites you now to feast in his 

name.  Come to where he meets us in bread and wine, and be 

nourished on the promise of eternal life.  This promise is for you.   

 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
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“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name”     ELW  634  
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“I Am the Bread of Life”       ELW  485 
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“O Bread of Life from Heaven”      ELW  480 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING  (please stand) 
 

V The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you safe in His Grace until everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (together we pray) 
 

C God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one 
body for the sake of the world.  Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN    “Shout To The Lord” 
 

  My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is no one like You. 
  All of my days I want to praise  

the wonders of Your mighty love. 
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength, 
Let ev’ry breath, all that I am never cease to worship You. 
 
Chorus:  Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
Power and majesty, praise to the King! 
Mountains bow down and the seas  
will roar at the sound of your name 
I will sing for joy at the work of your hands 
Forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand; 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You! 
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V     The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

V Christ is sending you! 
C Thanks be to God.  Amen! 
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Announcements 
 

 

 
Stephen Ministers Commissioned Today:  Today is a joyous occasion here 
at Gloria de Cristo as three lay people from our congregation are being 
commissioned into a special ministry of care and concern for others as 
Stephen Ministers.  This culminates a period of extensive training and 
preparation for caring ministry.  After the commissioning, these Stephen 
Ministers will be assigned to provide care to those in our congregation and 
community going through difficulties in life.  We thank God for their gifs 
and ask that you keep these people in your prayers as they carry the love of 
Christ to those who need it.   
 

 David Donaldson   Judy Zeiss  Lisa Crayne 
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Bible Study: The Monday Bible Study will end after March 30th.  We will 
reconvene in the Fall studying the Book of Acts. 
 
Support their Cause: A few members of the Territorial Young Marines, a 
non-profit youth organization (age 8 -high school)focusing on leadership, 
community service and a drug-free lifestyle, helped unload the yard sale 
containers for us.  They are ‘taking over’ Lutes Casino on Tuesday, March 
31st from 4-8 pm.  Consider going there for dinner to support their 
fundraiser. 
 
 

 

  
ON-GOING ACTIVITIES 

 

Service 
 

Food Bank:  1st Sunday of each month we collect food for the local Food 
Pantry.  When doing your shopping consider picking up a couple of 
items to bring and donate.  If it’s more convenient, you can make a 
monetary donation.  Simply make check payable to Gloria de Cristo, 
place in pew envelope marked Food Bank, drop in the offering during 
worship.   We will send one check to the Food Bank 
 

Women’s Breakfast Club 1st Saturday of each month, 8 am at Izzies on 
Foothills Blvd.   All ladies of the congregation are welcome to attend. 

PLEASE NOTE:  If you have a key to any of the rooms at 

GDC, please stop and register the # in the office..  

 Thank You!! 
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Men’s Breakfast the 2nd Saturday of each month, 8 am at Izzies on 
Foothills Blvd.  All gentlemen of the congregation are invited to come. 
 
 

Days for Girls: will meet the 2nd & 4th Saturdays of each month @ 9 am 
in Fellowship Hall.   Come join us for fellowship and fun 
 

GriefShare: Every Sunday at 12:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Craft Fellowship 1st Thursday, 9 am, Fellowship Hall 
 

Reading and Learning 
 Monday’s Bible Study:  1 pm in Fellowship Classroom  
 

 Coffee With Jesus:  Tuesday’s, 9 am in Fellowship Hall 
 

Old Testament Bible Study:  Thursday’s @ 4 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Prayer Fellowship: 2nd & 4th  Thursday’s @ 10 am, in the Sanctuary. 

Fun and Fellowship 
Line Dance Exercise: every Wednesday in Fellowship Hall.  Teaching at 9 
am and Dancing at 9:30 am. 
 

Chair Aerobics :  Classes are held every Wednesday at 1 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.   A donation of $5/session is appreciated to offset the 
cost of the instructor.  Everyone is welcome. 

 
 
 

Attendance last week March 21/22 
4 pm = 60    8:30 am =  78   10:15 =  69  Total = 207   
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

Date   TIME Altar Ushers Greeter/Comm. Readers AV 

3/28 4:00 Joane Dave/Marge Graham Brian/Janis Suess Janis Suess Mich/Tom 

3/29 8:30 Nancy Mike/Lois Gustafson Dave/N. Griffiths M. Gustafson Mich/Linda 

3/29 10:15 Niki Dave/L. Steinman Lisa Crayne/S. Corless Becky Rusten Ted/Niki 

4/2 6:00 Char Jim/Linda Bryant Dave/N. Griffiths Char Mich/Dave 

4/3 6:00  Dave/L. Steinman C. Wade/M. Marsh  Mich/Dave 

4/5 7:30 Nancy Michelle C./C. Wade Brian/Janis Suess S. Shilley Char/Dave 

4/5 10:15 Char M. Jones/Dinga Ted/Niki Duffy Niki Duffy Char/Dave 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

March 28  Palm Sunday Weekend  Sat., 4:00 p.m.  
March 29           Sun., 8:30 & 10:15 a.m.  

 

April 2  Maundy Thursday Service 6:00 p.m.  
April 3  Good Friday Service  6:00 p.m. 
April 5  Easter Sunday Service    7:30 & 10:15   a.m. 
    

Easter Breakfast   8:30 a.m. 
 

There is no service on Saturday,  April 4th       
 
  



 27 

CALENDAR FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION 
    

Monday 3/30    9 am Glorious Quilters Fellowship Hall 

Monday 3/30  11 am Alanon  Fellowship Classroom 

Monday 3/30    1 pm Bible Study on John Fellowship Classroom 
    

Tuesday 3/31    7 am   TOPS Fellowship Classroom 

Tuesday 3/31    9 am Coffee With Jesus Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday 3/31  11 am Coffee Club Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday 3/31    6:30 pm Fireside Group Fellowship Hall 
    

Wed. 4/1    9 am Line dance exercise Fellowship Hall 

Wed. 4/1    1 pm Chair Aerobics Fellowship Hall 

Wed. 4/1  4:45 pm Bells of Glory Sanctuary 

Wed. 4/1  5:45  pm Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 
    

Thur. 4 /2  7 am TOPS Fellowship Classroom 

Thurs. 4/2 6 pm Maundy Thursday Worship Sanctuary 

Thurs. 4/2  6:30 pm Fireside Group Fellowship Hall 
    

Friday 4/3   8 am TOPS Fellowship Hall 

Friday 4/3 10:30 am Spanish/English Conversation Fellowship Classroom 

Friday 4/3   5:00 pm Women’s AA Fellowship Classroom 

Friday 4/3   6:00 Good Friday Worship Sanctuary 
    

Saturday 4/4    9 am TOPS Fellowship Classroom 
    

Sunday 4/5    7:30 am Easter Worship/Communion Sanctuary 

Sunday 4/5    8:30 am Easter Breakfast Fellowship Hall 
Sunday 4/5  10:15 am Easter Worship/Communion Sanctuary 
Sunday 4/5    1:00 pm Foothills Social Group Fellowship Classroom 
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  GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11273 E. 40th Street 

Yuma, AZ   85367 
 

Phone:(928) 342-6002  Fax (928) 342-7613 
 

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com 
 

 
Authorized  Vicars: 
 Dr. Shirley Ehler     Char Schomisch    
 Judy Zeiss                 Paula Pegues  
  
Minister of Worship, Organist & Choir Director:  Dr. Shirley Ehler  
Pianists:  Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp, Pam Carter, Suzanne Haggett 
Bells of Glory:  Lorie Rapp   
Violin:  Ami Gudjohnsen 
 
   

Stephen Ministry Leaders:    
 Jim Wehrer   Sherrie Wehrer  
      Niki Duff   Michelle Cegon      
      Sandy Corless   Robin Marlatt  
   
GriefShare Leaders: 
 Ted & Niki Duffy 
 Lisa Crayne 
 Mary Marsh 
 
 

Office Staff:   
 Char Schomisch, Secretary  
 

  Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel  
Links to both pages can be found on our website. 

 
 

http://www.gloriadecristo.com/

