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MISSION   STATEMENT 
 

Walking with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person 

  

 CHRIST WITH US IN APRIL 
Getting It 

“The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 

was crucified.  He is not here, for he has risen, just as He said” Matt 12:5-6 NIV 
 

The first Easter began very inauspiciously for those who had experienced the events of the pre-
vious week.  The followers of Jesus were hiding behind locked doors.  The women went to the 
tomb, looking for a dead body to anoint.  They were mainly concerned about finding someone 
to roll away the stone that sealed the tomb.  They were going to mourn, anoint, mourn, go 
home, mourn. 
 

There was one person, however (besides Jesus, himself) who totally “got it”.  That person was 
the redeemed thief who had been crucified with Jesus.  On that first Easter morning, he was 
filled with utter joy, with total certainty, and who had absolutely no doubt or lack of under-
standing.  He was celebrating Christ’s resurrection in Heaven! A man who had not been bap-
tized, who had not given a tithe, who had broken the law, did not do any recorded acts of kind-
ness, who had never walked with the disciples nor had ever seen Jesus work even one miracle, 
found not irony, but grace.  He simply, with his last breath, had cried out for mercy, confessed, 
acknowledging Jesus as His redeemer, and was rewarded by being in Paradise on that very 
day.  It was for that purpose that Jesus sacrificed himself in complete and perfect love.  For the 
thief, this was undoubtedly the best Easter ever! 
 

Make no mistake.  It took all of Jesus’ followers a bit longer to “get it”,  but as they heard the 
news from the women who hurried back from the tomb with the message that it was empty 
and that Jesus had risen, when they actually saw and spoke with Jesus, as He gave them 
the  commission to “go and teach all nations” their lives were never the same again.  They were 
infused with the Holy Spirit, inspired, energized, and compelled to go and tell.  They were em-
powered to take the good news to not only the Jews, but to the gentiles, to suffer greatly and 
to die under persecution. But once they “got it”, all this became their purpose, their joy, the ex-
pression of gratitude and love for the Savior who had secured their salvation. 
 



MESSAGE FROM  PASTOR JACK 

CHRIST WITH US (Con’t.) 
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Now, what about you? What about me?  We look to the thief who recognized his sin, confessed, 

repented and who proclaimed Christ his King.  We also look to the followers of Jesus.  We look 

to those who, in faith and love, found that they were compelled by that love to share the good 

news, to be of service, to sacrifice much because Jesus sacrificed himself. Are we living like Jesus 

died and rose again? Or are we living like it doesn’t really matter how we move in the world; sal-

vation’s secured. ”I’m fine, thanks!”  We are all called to ministry. We all have talents that can be 

used to glorify God. Are we eager to share the good news with our neighbors? Do we joyfully 

put our hands to tasks that may be uncomfortable or even arduous? Do we strive to include 

those people who are normally marginalized? Do we recognize and reach out to the least, the 

last and the lonely? Are we generously and joyfully giving? These are things we are moved to do 

out of love and gratitude because through Christ’s suffering and death, we are no longer our 

own, but belong to Him. We don’t “Get It” unless we “Live It”! “Getting it” means understanding 

that unlike the thief on the cross, we have been granted a longer life to worship, to glorify, to 

obey, to love and to let God use us as His own beloved children, to walk with Jesus, bringing new 

life and hope to every person. That’s truly “Getting It”. 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your grace and mercy.  Show me how to use my gifts and tal-

ents in worship, praise and gratitude.  Amen 

 The Other Side 
 

In Matthew 16:5-12 Jesus warns his disciples of the leaven of the Pharisees as they venture to 

the other side.  Jesus warns them of the leaven that the Pharisees and Sadducees that focuses on 

elevating certain Scriptures to prove their points. While serving a congregation in Illinois a well-

meaning advocate of a Christian cult rang my doorbell on Saturday morning.  His presentation 

was scripted and well-rehearsed.  He quoted Scripture to prove his point.  I quietly moved him 

beyond his verses to assist him in viewing the verses from the script to see that the scriptures be-

yond his scope changed the meaning.  How easy to be persuaded by a few verses instead of the 

context.   Jesus challenges his disciples to see through the leaven and visible doctrine of the 

Pharisees to discover the truth.  We can easily prove our point via Scriptures taken out of context 

or combined with other scriptures to prove our point.  The Pharisees and religious leaders of Je-

sus’ time were moved by the law and prophets.  Jesus asked the question: “Where is love of God 

and man in the voice today?” Jesus took them to the other side.   
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    CHRIST IS RISEN!  He is risen indeed!   
 

    The first Sunday in April is Easter Sunday, and you will hear the great  

    promise fulfilled:  Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Without that  

    truth, we have no hope, we would be dead in our sin and literally 

bound to our own destruction.  But we have not only the witness of the Gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John), but there are over 500 witnesses who saw Jesus after his resurrection.  

We have the testimony of Saul, who was confronted by the Risen Savior on the road to Damas-

cus and who became St. Paul, the great teacher and founder of the early church.  And finally, we 

have our own calling and conviction through the power of the Holy Spirit, through baptism, the 

hearing of the Word, and through partaking of the instituted Holy Supper, the Body and Blood of 

Christ. 
 

Those early disciples turned the world upside down.  They were anointed by and with the Holy 

Spirit and preached, baptized, organized, encouraged, faced torture, hunger, imprisonment, and 

every manner of deprivation because the Living Savior had changed their lives.  They willingly 

faced persecution and death for the sake of the Gospel. 
 

So when we proclaim, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” how does that impact our living?  Do 

we actually live as if Christ suffered and died for our sins and rose again, or are we content to live 

complacent lives of satisfied inertia!  Do we live lives that proclaim our belief, our dedication to 

our Savior; can others see Jesus in us?  Do we love and care for our neighbors?  Do we speak up 

for justice, defend the poor and the helpless, do we support those organizations that care for the 

homeless, the hungry, those who are marginalized?  Are we using our time, our talents, and our 

abilities in Christ’s service?  What are we contributing to the good of the whole?  Are we open-

handed and generous with our resources, our time, and our money?  Do we live in recognition 

that we are not our own, but all that we are and all that we have belongs to our living Savior?  It 

is not enough to proclaim the resurrection; our of love and gratitude, we need to live the resur-

rection.  We need to step into the promise that motivates our participation in what God has 

placed us here to do.  Be of service, give generously, proclaim the good news! 
 

We know that after Easter, many of our “winter disciples” will be returning to their summer resi-

dences.  For those of us who remain throughout the summer, your presence enriches us.  We re-

joice in the fellowship we have together, and we don’t feel “whole” until you return.  We love 

you, and you will be missed.  Safe journey, and please keep Gloria de Cristo in your prayers, and 

we will most certainly be praying for all of you as well.  And together, as one body of believers, 

we will proclaim Christ’s resurrection through our living testimony until He returns.   

 

God’s Blessings to you all!! 



 From the desk of Dr. Shirley . . . 
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 “Christ is risen!” 

 

 “He is risen indeed, hallelujah!” 
 

And so goes our Easter greetings to each other. What a wonderful salvation we have through the 

life, death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ! We affirm as much in the Apostles’ 

Creed during the month of April. 
 

I have been reading What’s a Christian, Anyway? by Glenn Packiam. It is based on the Nicene 

Creed, which we recited in March. The following is an excerpt from his book. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified   

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

What does it mean to believe these words? 

It means knowing that Jesus came for us and that God is for you. 

 It means believing that this salvation—the putting back together of the world, of all that sin 

pulled apart—is for you.  

It means that from the highest to the lowest, from the powerful to the powerless, there is no 

one outside the reach of God’s salvation. Jesus went to the very bottom and made a way 

out.  
 

What does it mean to live by these words? 

It means admitting that we need help. 

 It means recognizing that we have sinned, that we have failed to live up to our calling by the 

things we have done and by the things we have left undone. 

 It means confessing that we are under a power, like a virus that has weakened us, and we 

desperately need the cure. 
 

As great as we might think we are, as lousy as we might feel, we are all on level ground. No 

human can save himself. There is freedom in realizing it, in running into a wall and knowing 

that you have come to the end of yourself. Only God can save us. Thank God for Jesus. 

 

 

Packiam, Glenn. What's a Christian, Anyway? (pp. 97-98). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition. 

 



FROM THE  PRESIDENT 

From the desk of Dr. Shirley . . .(con’t.) 
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If some of these words resonate with you, you can obtain the little book from Amazon. I pur-

chased it as a Kindle Book (e-book) very reasonably. He takes each small section of the Creed 

through a very clear and readable, scripture-referenced explanation and shows its application to 

today’s humanity. 

It is another way to learn to walk with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person. 

 

See you in worship! 

We are blessed to have a beautiful sanctuary for our worship services along with a nice fellow-

ship area to gather and share time with our fellow members of the congregation. We are also 

able to share our facility with local community groups making us a valued member of the 

neighborhood. Our mission statement is “Walking with Jesus to bring New Life and Hope to 

every Person” and we use our facilities to help accomplish this goal. Just like our own homes 

Gloria de Cristo has utilities, building up keep and other normal costs associated with all places 

of worship.  Our church is also not immune to rising costs of living which are beyond our con-

trol. I realized the other day while I was making out my check for my contribution to the church 

that I haven’t raised the amount to help cover the rise in operating costs for Gloria de Cristo. 

Maybe this is something each of us could do to ensure we keep up with the added costs that 

we have no control over but must be met each month.  Please consider this carefully in the 

days to come.  

 

God’s Blessings.  

John Arnold  



FELLOWSHIP   

DAYS FOR GIRLS 

A huge thank you to the Gloria de Cristo congregation for their generous donations of wash-
cloths and women's underwear. Our first January meeting was spent packing our completed 
items to transport to Lord of Life Lutheran church in Sun City West. There the items are packed 
into travel bags for distribution to many third-world countries. In each travel bag are hotel-
sized soap, 2 washcloths, a washable carry bag, two shields and eight liners which comprise a 
complete feminine hygiene kit. 
 
Gloria de Cristo Days for Girls transported the following items in 14 boxes and bags:   
 Soap: 167    Washcloths: 415   Carry bags: 207 Travel bags:182                         
 Shields: 294  Liners: 1,594 
 
The next distribution trip is planned for March, 2026, to Costa Rica and Panama. As for our 
Gloria de Cristo group, we will start again sewing, ironing, tracing, cutting and enjoying being 
together. An anonymous donor gave a sizeable gift which will allow sewing machine mainte-
nance, purchase of flannels and cottons plus notions. What a Blessing your support is. 
 
 
Donna Brown, Project Coordinator 
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We all know Our Lord has a sense of humor.  If He didn’t, why would our hair turn grey and we 
grow whiskers? 
 
Our fellowship Hall is a wonderful place where we can share laughter and joy knowing we are 
all His children and are able to delight in this knowledge. 
 
We have been busy with Soup Suppers, and a wonderful Men’s Dinner, after Worship coffee, 
and a hub for all our other church activities. 
 
Thank you to all who bake, donate and volunteer to keep our Fellowship Hall a vital and alive 
corner in our congregation. 
 
BLESSINGS 
Mona O’Reilly, Co-Chair 
Carolyn Wade, Co-Chair 
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PROPERTY 

  

GLORIOUS QUILTERS 

I love spring.  it’s my favorite time of year here in the desert with the flowers blooming, 
cactus blooming and mild temperatures.  
 
Most of the projects that we wanted to accomplish this winter have been completed. 
The LED light conversion in the building and parking lot has resulted in significant sav-
ings on our electrical usage. 
 
Our water usage should also improve soon with the upgrade to the irrigation on the 
back of the property. That project will be completed before the summer heat arrives. 
 
Those of you headed to cooler temperatures please be safe traveling, our thoughts and 
prayers are with you to return safely to us this fall. 
 
Dave Donaldson, Property Committee member     

Well, we are already into the Month of April. Easter has come and gone. 
 

It seems like only yesterday we were seeing our ole friends come home from their summer trav-

el and now we are seeing some of these friends leave again. 
 

To the faithful few I am totally grateful.  These ladies are still working their fingers to the bones 

making beautiful quilts for others to enjoy. 
 

 Thanks to the Yard Sale Committee, mostly Michelle, for encouraging us to sell coffee, cookies 

and water during the sale days. The ladies made $300. And to top that off they sold their hearts 

out, even though it was hotter than blazes, the chocolate cookies were melting in the heat and 

not many wanted to have coffee.  Thank gosh we had COLD water to sell. 
 

Fewer in numbers the ladies will continue to sew quilts, and a few have decided to try knitting 

or crocheting caps! 
 

Every now and then we get someone who wanders in to see what we’re up to.  You are ALWAYS 

welcome!! 
 

Carol Schock  

503-338-9358 (please text} 



OUTREACH 

SOCIAL  CONCERNS 
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March was a quieter month for the Social Concerns Committee. We delivered 125 lbs. of food to 

the food bank. Continued sending greeting card and continued collecting the usual items in the 

collection center. 
 

In March we celebrated 2 birthdays at Rose Garden Assisted living and which brought smiles. 
 

Thought I'd share some information from Crossroads Mission which appeared in their January 

newsletter:  Men Served - 186  Women Served - 199 

   Children Served   - 24 Meals Served     - 14,603 

 

Blessings,  

Evelyn Trone, Chairperson 

 

As each received a gift, use it to serve one another, as stewards of God's varied gifts. 

1 Peter 4:10 

Hello April!!! 
 

I’m still working on idea’s for outreach. After talking with Lynette Layton we are going to take on 
the role of the Trunk or Treat in 2026.  New ideas are always welcome to make this a great wel-
coming event. 
 

I’m thinking that maybe a Movie Night in the summer might be an event we could pull off as 
well. We would be able to put this event on the Yuma Sun’s website and Facebook for free.  So 
far just thinking, nothing written in stone yet. 
 

If you  were on Joe’s team, PLEASE contact me so we can sit down and work on this year’s plan. I 
would also welcome anyone that would like to work on the Outreach program 
Remember it takes an army to make a difference.  
 
Carol Schock 
503-338-9358 



STEWARDSHIP  
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  The Amberly's Place generosity collection of children's diapers and women's toiletries that was 

conducted on February 21 and 22 was very successful.  I am not sure if we surpassed the collec-

tion of 2023, if not it was very close.  Total Collection was:  numbers may not be exact, but they 

are close...2167 diapers of all sizes, 75 large bottles of shampoo, hair conditioner and body 

wash....lots of toothbrushes and tubes of toothpaste...a few small children's toys and some other 

hygiene essentials.  Judy Petrovic's daughter (if my memory is correct) has a position in a cos-

metics company.  She was able to contribute two "hefty" boxes of discontinued products.  As you 

may already know, Amberly's Place is a non profit organization and they were extremely grate-

ful and excited about your generosity..  Many thanks to all of you who contributed as well as to 

those who sent prayers for the success of our project. 
 

       My only other offering for this month is to report on the Men's Fellowship Gathering held on 

March 12.  Though I was very anxious about the success of the dinner and not a lot of confidence 

in attendance; I can report it was a huge success.  30 men indicated attendance and 29 were pre-

sent.  Most of the dinner plates were clean at the end of the evening.  It would not have worked 

without the help of the following people:  Sandy Weidling, Char Schomisch, and Diane Lee pretty 

much made the wheels turn...the most excellent assistants were Sandy Arcenaux, Kris Brown, 

Mary Dugaard, Linda Kasin, Lynette Layton, Mona O'Reilly, Linda Strand and Judy Zeiss.  By all ac-

counts the food was excellent.  The generosity of all the men nearly paid the entire bill with only 

a minimum balance.  Thank you to all who attended. 
 

       So you are aware;  I was tasked by the Vision Team and Council President to explore the feasi-

bility and costs of making the two restroom doors in the Narthex and the two in Fellowship Hall 

as well as the main doors entering the church and the set of doors entering the Fellowship Hall, 

handicap accessible.  I have the first quote:  sit down before you continue.....$31,000.00....that 

will certainly be adjusted as I continue to get quotes.  I was also informed that it "may" be possi-

ble to get a grant(s), and I will explore that option.  Only keeping you in the loop...remember, I'm 

simply the messenger. 
 

       Thanks for your time, God be with you and remember some kind words for and about our 

three spectacular Vicars,  Think of the time they give to keep Gloria de Cristo the church we all 

love. 

 

Stewardship, Gary Raasch 



STEPHEN  MINISTRY 

MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 2026 

2nd  Saturday of the month, 8:00 am at Izzies 
on Foothills Blvd.  The next one is April 11, 2026 
All men of the congregation are invited and en-
couraged to join in on the fellowship and 
great food. 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
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Our congregation cares, seeking to share God’s love with all people—and one way we express that 

care is by our commitment to Stephen Ministry. If God is calling you to take a more active role in 

Christian caregiving, then Stephen Ministry may be just what you’re looking for. To find out 

more, contact one of our Stephen Leaders or call the church office at 928-342-6002: 

Michelle Cegon                        Jim Wehrer                      Sherrie Wehrer 

Niki Duffy                                Robin Marlatt                  Sandy Corless 

 Month 

Amount 

Month 

Budget 

Month 

Variance 

YTD 

Amount 

YTD 

Budget 

YTD 

Variance 

       

INCOME $24,486 $ 24,668 -($182) $46,490 $ 49,335 -($2,845) 

EXPENSE $17,361 $ 21,045 -($3,684) $33,847 $ 42,090 -($8,243) 

       

GAIN OR 

(LOSS) 

 $  7,125 $   3,623 $   3,502 $12,643 $    7,245 $   5,398 



WELCA  HAPPENINGS 

First Saturday of every month, 8:00 am, Izzies on 
Foothills Blvd. 

The next date is:  May 2, 2026     Please come join us for 
great food, conversation, and fellowship!  

11 

I can't believe it's April already.  Let's all enjoy the mild weather while it lasts  
 

We will be serving Easter breakfast, naturally on Easter morning at 8:30 AM.  As a special treat, 

we will be raffling off an Easter/gift basket.  You will be given a raffle ticket as you sign in.  A 

suggested donation of $5.00 would be appreciated to help defray the cost of the meal. 
 

Days for girls continues and takes place on the second and fourth Saturday of the month in the 

fellowship hall at 9 am 
 

In conjunction with Social Concerns, WELCA will be hosting a movie night once a month begin-

ning mid April and will continue through the summer.  Popcorn and sodas will be provided. 

Cost will be $2.50 per person. 
 

WELCA will be offering a new Bible class this fall with emphasis on women of the Bible.  Antici-

pated start date is mid November. 
 

For all those traveling north I wish you safe travels. 
 

Your sister in Christ  
Sandra Arceneaux, WELCA Convener 
 

Sing unto the Lord: for he has done excellent things: this is known in all the earth. Isaiah 12:5 



YARD   SALE 
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Our 2026 Yard Sale was a great success, thanks to everyone who donated items, and all of our 

hard-working volunteers! We even sold a donated Cadillac! With that generous donation, our 

total before some small expenses, was close to $14,000! We have decided to use a portion of 

the profits towards additional chairs for the Fellowship Hall, and 10 more tables. Also, money 

will be set aside for use by the Glorious Quilters. The quilters set up a booth selling coffee, wa-

ter and goodies, which was very well received. Especially the water, since we battled extreme 

heat both of the sale days.  
 

Next year, the Yard sale setup will be Monday, February 22 through Thursday, February 25. The 

sale will be Friday, February 26, 8am-1pm (note the time change), and Saturday, February 27, 

8am-Noon.  
 

We have been in touch with Crossroads Mission, who will be providing some much-needed as-

sistance on our drop-off Saturdays as well as during the yard sale week. We still need volun-

teers, but hopefully we will have help with the manual labor.  
 

We will have one more drop-off opportunity prior to the summer: Saturday, April 18 from 8-

10. The next drop-off will be in October. We are changing the drop off weekends to the third 

Saturday of the month in order to not conflict with the Men’s breakfasts.  

 

Michelle Cegon 

    It has been an incredible year for Gloria de Cristo.  Having Pastor Bill  

    retire and putting in place the Lay Ministry program has worked out 

well.  The members have been very accepting of the change, although we are still hopeful that 

God will send us a fulltime pastor. 

The Worship Committee has been very blessed by the many volunteers that have volunteered to 

serve as ushers, greeters, readers, announcers and sound teams. 

As we enter Holy Week, we realize that means many of these volunteers depart for the summer 

months for locations that are much cooler than Yuma.  It means that those who are full timers 

are asked to serve more often.  We are thankful that that works out fine.  A new schedule will be 

hitting your mailbox in the very near future so keep an eye out for it and Thank You for accepting 

the need for your help. 
 

Char Schomisch, Co-Chair 

Joanne Ausing, Co-Chair 



APRIL   ANNIVERSARIES                                                      

FLOWERS FOR APRIL 

  1 Lisa Crayne  14 Barbara Blank 17 Elaine Hofslien 

  3 Marcia Herberg  14 Roger Friz 18 Gary Raasch 

   7 Roger Krough  14 Carolyn Lester 21 Mikie Rinehart 

 10 Marge Graham  14 Emma Pacewic 22 Morris Kisling 

 11 Walt Pappin  15 Darus White 22 Sue Nasinec 

 13 Paula Pegues  16 Marijan Petrovic 26 Linda Bradshaw 
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  1 Raymond & Lisa Crayne 

  2 Jay & Anna Stokes 

  4 Morris & Nancy Kisling 

 14 Russ & Alice Neville 

 17 Larry & Bonnie Doll 

  5 Carol Schock In memory of husband Donald 

  5 Lorie Rapp In memory of husband Jerry 

12 Ted & Niki Duffy In memory of son Patrick 

19 Pat Hall In memory of Hal & Craig Hall 

26 Bert Rice In memory of son Stephen & wife Deanna 
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ORGANIST:  Dr. Shirley Ehler 

PIANISTS:    Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp,  

       Pam Carter, Suzanne Haggett 

VIOLIN:       Ami Gudjohnsen 

Guitars:        Paula Pegues, Randy Zieman, Jim Wehrer        

BELLS OF GLORY:  Lorie Rapp 

CHOIR:       Dr. Shirley Ehler 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Leaders 

       Jim & Sherrie Wehrer  Niki Duffy 

      Michelle Cegon  Sandy Corless 

                     Robin Marlatt 

 

GriefShare Leaders:   

     Ted & Nikki Duffy 

      Lisa Crayne 

      Mary Marsh 

  

      

Church Secretary:  Char Schomisch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

 PRESIDENT:    John Arnold 

 VICE  PRESIDENT:  Dave Griffiths 

 SECRETARY:  Tammy Martin 

 TREASURER:  Char Schomisch 

 

   

 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS: 
  

  

 EDUCATION:  Lynette Layton 

 FELLOWSHIP:  Mona O’Reilly 

 OUTREACH:  Carol Schock 

 PROPERTY:  Jerry Randby 

 SOCIAL CONCERNS:   Evelyn Trone 

 STEWARDSHIP:  Gary Raasch 

 WORSHIP &  MUSIC: Char Schomisch 


