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Walking with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person

CHRIST WITH US IN MARCH

The Morning After

"The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his
way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet Him shouting,
"Hosanna!! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of
Israel!” John 12:12-13

The last Sunday in March is Palm Sunday. Many of our Churches will provide palm branches
to their congregation and folks will enter Church waving those fronds while singing their
“Hosanna(s)”. Itis a Sunday of joy, of praise and of acknowledgment of Jesus’ kingship. It
also marks the beginning of what we in the Church know as “Holy Week”.

Most of us have seen enough movies about the life of Jesus or have heard sermons about the
cheering, palm waving crowd, or have read the Gospels that describe this benchmark event
that we can almost touch, smell and see what’s happening. We can imagine the crowds
pressing in on each other, we can feel the electric excitement. We can see Jesus riding on a
young donkey through the gate to the city of Jerusalem, smiling and accepting the praise of
the masses. We can almost see the Scribes, the Pharisees, maybe even the High Priest, full of
hatred and malice; already planning murder in their hearts. But this moment belongs to Jesus
and the adoring multitude. What we cannot know is who in that crowd understood that this
was the suffering servant who rode on that donkey and who saw a rebel leader who would
use the moment to solidify resistance against the Roman occupation and lead Israel back to

glory.

And what happens next? There's always an “after-time”; always “the morning after”. The
crowd goes home to where they are staying for the Feast of Passover and there’s the next
morning and the next morning. And horribly, there will be desertion, abandonment, denial,
beating, spitting, hanging, piercing and dying. The same crowd that shouted “Hosanna” will
cry “Crucify Him!” “Give us Barabbas!!” And what about us? We also cry "Hosanna”, but
then comes Monday with a work schedule, bills to pay, a family to feed, anxiety to manage,
disappointments to absorb, grief to carry and fears that cause us worry. The blessing for us
is, we are on this side of Easter Sunday....from Palm Sunday we know we will walk through
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and THEN, we get to thrill at our Salvation as
we proclaim “Jesus is Risen! He is Risen Indeed”.



CHRIST WITH US (Con'’t.)

We need to remember that Jesus looked with pity upon that crowd and knew they would call
for his death. But Jesus loved all of them. Jesus forgave all of them and Jesus was complete-
ly faithful to His Father’s will and suffered and died for all of them and for all of us. We're
human, we fail and fear and flounder, but Jesus rode in as a King, suffered and died as a
perfect sacrifice and now we are part of the Kingdom of peace and grace and mer-

cy. Hosanna! Blessed is He who cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!!

Heavenly Father, we thank and praise you. We sing glory and honor and
praise to your name. Heaven and earth are full of your glory! Hosanna in the
highest! We lift up our hearts and voices and thrill at your loving grace and
mercy. Help us to remember that you have called us to walk with Jesus,
bringing new life and hope to all people. In Jesus’blessed name. Amen.

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JACK S
Dear Friends in Christ,

The Lenten season has begun. The call to repentance and self-examination moves us to
look at what we have done and what we have left undone. Dan was an active member
of one church I had the privilege of serving. During a Sunday school discussion about
sin Dan said with a sheepish grin "I believe I sin less then years prior.” I asked Why do
you believe that way? Dan answered, “As I get older I realize I can’t do as much and
tire easily. And in addition, I do not remember as easily.”

We pray that during this Lenten season; we do not forget the sacrifice of Christ and the
call to repent and believe in the Gospel. For the last 11+ months I have served as your
part time interim pastor. The vicars have diligently and faithfully heralded the Gospel
and the experiences has proved beneficial for Gloria de Cristo. As Lent continues may we
look not at the sprinter in the eye of someone else but look in the mirror at our-

selves. My interim concludes March 31. May God bless you with the good news of Jesus
alive and challenging this congregation to examine self and move forward in the Spirit of
Christ.

Blessings & peace,
Pastor Jack Williams



We have now walked through Ash Wednesday and have heard,
on Wednesday evenings, through the preaching of the Word,
the need for the innocent, bitter suffering and death of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. We all (each of you and your Vicars) have spent time through this
season, examining our hearts, confessing our sins and have meditated on the securing
of our salvation through faith alone, in Christ alone, by grace alone. What a blessed
time for us all!

The last Sunday in March is Palm Sunday. Most of us know of Jesus’ arrival into Jerusa-
lem, riding on a donkey and the acclimation by a throng who waved palm branches at
His triumphal arrival and sang “Hosanna!” “Blessed is the King of Israel!” This moment
belongs to Jesus; not the crowd, not the temple elites, not the disciples. Of course, not
everyone who hailed Jesus understood that He was not going to lead a revolution, nor
was he going to restore Israel to power and almost none of the crowd imagined that
this was a journey that would ultimately lead to arrest, scourging, suffering, abandon-
ment, betrayal, death and absolutely no one in that crowd conceived of the idea of a
resurrection. This Sunday will be the beginning of the week that has been identified as
Holy Week.

Holy Week is the week that sees Jesus washing the disciple’s feet as an example of how
we should serve one another. Come and have your feet washed and remember your
baptism! For those most fortunate few of you who perform the washing there is the
blessing of being allowed to serve, to love and to mirror humility and servanthood. In
it's humility, it is glorious! We will celebrate Jesus instituting the Lord’s Supper..."This is
my body, given for you”...”This is my blood shed for you”. Come and eat. Come and
drink. On Good Friday there will be the sorrow, the reminder of the illegal trials, the lies,
the spitting, the scourging, the crown of thorns, the suffering and the death. We will
see the altar stripped bare and we will leave in silence, in repentance but also in great
expectation. Saturday is “quiet”....no Saturday afternoon service...the world is holding
it's breath and then.....

Easter!! Oh Easter!! Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Our salvation is secured and
we can walk in blessed grace, blessed assurance, blessed adoption as a true sons and
daughters of the King! Come and celebrate the risen Savior, the fulfilling of the prophe-
cy; greet each other with “Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!” And then, depart in
peace, saved, sanctified, purified, justified, already living the reality of eternal life and
walk with Jesus, bringing new life and hope to all people! “Christ is Risen”!! “He is risen
indeed!”

Please continue to pray for your Vicars and know that your Vicars are lovingly remem-
bering you in their prayers as well.
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Lent is the journey we make as we travel with Christ from the Mount of
Transfiguration to Jerusalem, where He will face the cross and the grave for
our sake. This year’s theme focuses upon the journey, though perhaps not
in the way we usually walk it. Our overall theme is "Return from Exile: A
Lenten Journey.”

The beginning of our journey is exile in the wilderness of sin and death.
From the first sin in the first garden, we have been exiled into the wilder-
ness, where we have wandered without any ability to find our way out. But
every journey also has a destination. Our return from exile brings us into
the promised land —the perfect place, the new garden, the courts of heav-
en—the ultimate destination established for us by Jesus’ death and resur-
rection.

There is great joy in the journey as we see where our returning brings us,
but there is also a somber attitude when we consider what Christ faced on
account of our sin. Each leg of our Lenten journey begins in the Old Testa-
ment and continues into the New Testament, pointing us to the joy that is
ours on account of Christ Jesus. The sermons and resources in this series
give the hearers the opportunity to contemplate the reality of their earthly
journey, but with eyes always fixed on its destination—the empty tomb and
the open gates of everlasting life—and with an underlying reality of joy as
we hear proclaimed again that we do not walk this way alone!

Return from Exile: A Lenten Journey, Concordia Publishing House, 2017.



FROM THE PRESIDENT @

As spring approaches, we enter into Lent and then Easter will arrive.

As we examine ourselves during this time, hearing the story of how Christ suffered and
died for our sins so that we might have eternal life, we need to look within ourselves
about how we can show our gratitude both by how we live and how we present our-
selves to our fellow Christians.

We need to not only “talk the talk” but also we need to “walk the walk” in our daily lives
and how we treat our fellow man. The old adage of “actions speak louder than words”
is so very true.

Easter is a time when we see new faces in our church and we need to take the time to
give them a warm welcome and show them Gloria de Cristo is a welcoming church and
would be an excellent church for them to join in our worship services.

Reach out and introduce yourself to your pew mates and let them know we are glad

that they could join us for worship and let them know you hope to see them in church
again.

John Arnold, President

EDUCATION

All study groups are going well!!
New Testament is still in "John". g
Old Testament is in " Kings". ( /

Coffee with Jesus is studying "James".

*xxxPrayer Fellowship*** is now at 10am on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month.

We all need prayers to be said and devotional instruction to help us with our week &
Open to all. Come and join the discussions. They're always exciting.

God Bless,
Lynette, Education



FELLOWSHIP

Whew!! The past month has gone really fast!

Our Fellowship Hall has been busy after both Sunday Worship Services, and that is
great! We do enjoy our coffee, treats and Fellowship. This gives you extra time to visit
with friends and maybe make new ones.

Thank You to all the ladies who have brought treats to share on Sundays. You are ap-

preciated!! We do ask that they be dated and also notes if they have nuts and/or coco-
nut.

Sunday Brunch always is a success because of all your sharing. We have many excel-
lent cooks in our congregation, and the food is always delicious.

Along with the Lenten season, we look forward to the Soup Suppers, as this gives us
another time of Fellowship.

Thank You to everyone who takes part in the preparation of food at this important time.
We are Blessed!!

Mona OReilly, Chair
Carolyn Wade, Co-Chair

GLORIOUS QUILTERS

Oh my gosh how can it be March already!!!

We have been so blessed to have had a roll of batting donated to us by Random Act of
Kindness. They had one given to them and thought of us as we give them quilts for the
Vets. Also several Ladies have brought in fabric for us to use. It's like Christmas when
fabric and books etc. come in. Believe it or not we have a few dedicated Ladies that
have started sewing some of the Christmas stockings together so we can be ahead of
the game. I'm looking into a few more places to add to our outreach.

We were fortunate to reserve March 4, for our turn to make soup for you all.

If you have nothing to do on any given Monday stop by, meet some of the awesome La-
dies and see what they accomplish. Every Lady is a true treasure.

As always I ask if you're a knitter or crocheter we can always use stocking caps. Doesn’t
matter the style and size should be for an adult.

God bless,
Carol Schock 503-338-9358 (please text)



PROPERTY % ]'
Most everything around the property area has been functioning well. All the outlets on
the light poles are now working. The parking lot lights were working well during the

drama presentation. Each night as people left, they could see quite well. Praise the
Lord for LED lighting.

I had a few complaints that the lighting over the sink in the kitchen was bad. Well, you
can now see better after we installed a new canister light directly over the sink, wow!
what a difference.

The weed population has been greatly reduced thanks to Dave Lester and his boom
sprayer. Good Job David. Dave was also the only response to the request for yard work
volunteers. Much appreciated Dave.

Irrigation is always an ongoing issue here a GDC. We are in the process of upgrading
the system in the back area for the Oleanders. The water supply pressure has been
very low and the plants have suffered. Several of the lines were above ground, they
are now underground where they belong. The water pressure problem is being ad-
dressed also. Hopefully before summer heat sets in .

God's blessings be with you,
Dave Donaldson , Property member

» 2nd Saturday of the month, 8:00

MEN'S BREAKFAST am at Izzies on Foothills Blvd. The
next one is March 14, 2026

All men of the congregation are in-

vited and encouraged to join in.
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“GO SEE” Tour

First let me thank everyone for the overwhelming response to ™ Chicken for Dinner”. We de-
livered a trunk load of chicken and tuna. They were impressed!

January 21 we took 25 members on a tour of the Yuma Community Foodbank. We met with
Andrew Robinson, CEO and staff member, Mary McClendon. Mr. Robinson told us the food-
bank employs 14 staff of which 4 are administrative. The food bank operates on a 10% over-
head.

The YCFB is part of the organization “Feeding America” which is a national network of food
banks. There are 4 food banks in AZ. The YCFB serves Yuma and La Paz counties and sup-
ports 19 local organizations including : Crossroads Mission, O.C. Johnson school, Yuma Sr.
Nutrition Program, Department of Economic Security.

He also pointed out that most recipients work. Very few homeless people actually present to
the food bank. One in 4 children have food insecurity and Yuma zip code 85364 has the high-
est SNAP ( food stamp ) recipients in Arizona. Every day they serve about 1000 persons.

When recipients come to the food bank they are registered, present identification and are
tracked in the system. There is no financial eligibility requirement. The philosophy of YCFB is
to serve anyone who is hungry. Food distributed by YCFB is supplemental and not intended
to feed the person or family for the long term.

For DES recipients a basic food box is prepared. Recipients can get a food box once a month.
A box is prepared from 1 person to the size of the family. Boxes are prepared by the 20-30
volunteers. Mr. Robinson noted Walmart pays their employees to volunteer at the foodbank.

Food used for distribution comes from, Federal, State and local charitable contributions, farm-
ers and local businesses. Farmers donate what they don't sell. If food is not fit for distribution
the foodbank composts it for animal use. Big box stores donate food that is close to the expi-
ration date.

The food bank does accept non-food items and pet food. Those items are given to other
agencies and not typically used in food boxes.

Mr. Robinson told us the food bank has more buying power than the individual. They can buy
a gallon of milk for $1.00 while the average price of a gallon of milk is $4.00. So, if you prefer
to make a financial contribution through Gloria de Cristo write you check to GDC and in the
notes indicate YCFB. This way one check from the church can be written.. For cash contribu-
tions please use the envelopes in the pews.

Evelyn Trone, chairperson



STEWARDSHIP

Generosity may seem to conform to various interpretations depending on its
"usage". During a period of potential construction, it seems to become an act of un-
wavering faith and hope. New and/or renovated spaces will become places
where; Bible studies continue to develop discipleship, children may learn to love Jesus
in a safe and secure environment, seniors of the community can gather for fellowship
and entertainment, committees and groups may gather for outreach projects without
the need to shuffle "other groups', non-traditional and/or bilingual worship services
may be added and certainly not the least, it can become a place to teach and nurture
all of those new people you meet during your "walks with Jesus bringing new life and
hope". The list could continue...... The answer to your question as you have been
reading....is yes. During the last meeting of church council on February 17, a motion
"to explore the feasibility and cost for the addition of a multi-function facility and/or
renovation of the current fellowship hall", was unanimously approved. Please remem-
ber, the KEY word is EXPLORE!!!! Also important to remember, this is a "Vision".....
perhaps a 5-year vision. Our Trust in God and prayer will sustain us as we endeavor
to find answers to the multitude of questions that develop. Our nature is to ask, "how
much am I expected to give"......instead maybe try this...."how can I participate in
God's mission".

Guess I got a little "windy" again. So this weekend your "generosity" is directed to
Amberly's Place. I already received one donation from someone unable to attend wor-
ship, a box of 222 diapers. WOW...Think about changing that many. An advance
thank you for your generosity. I will update you on the results next time.

REMINDER: The Men's Fellowship Gathering will be on Thursday, March 12 in
Fellowship Hall. More information will be forthcoming in the weekly bulletins. We
have more daylight now, so starting time will be 5PM and dinner will be served at
5:30. Please, make every effort to attend. All you will be asked to do is meet some
new people, make a few more friends, and give your name. Reservations will be the
bulletins of February 28, March 1 and March 7/8. If you don't get the bulletin, please
call.

Gary Raasch, Stewardship



OUTREACH

OUTREACH... OK, so I'm new at this post and am just getting my
feet wet. I have some ideas but as of yet nothing written in stone so
there’s nothing to tell you about. If anyone of you were on Joe’s
team, please contact me so we can sit down and work on this year’s
plan. This would also invite anyone that would like to work on the
Outreach program. Remember it takes an army to make a differ-
ence. It's NOT a one-man job Carol Schock 503-338-9358
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It's hard to believe that we're entering the season of Lent already. Just where has the
time gone. The Worship Committee has met throughout the year to make sure that our
Sanctuary is set properly for the season of the church. We have a number of people
presenting the teaching at the Wednesday evening Lenten Services. This year’s theme
is: “Return from Exile.” The journey we make as we travel with Christ from the Mount
of Transfiguration to Jerusalem, where He will face the cross and the grave for our sake.
Plan to join us.

Soup Supeers will begin on March 4™ with the Glorious Quilters hosting.

March 11™ will be the Choir and Bells group; March 18" will be WELCA and March 25%
will be hosted by the Men of the congregation. Serving will begin at 4:30 and end at
5:30 so that the hosting group can clean up before the worship service at 6 pm.

Thank You to all those volunteers that help make our worship services a pleasant experi-
ence for all.

Char Schomisch, Co-chair
Joanne Ausing, Co-chair
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ATTENTION ALL LADIES.....

WELCA is recruiting for a WELCA Fellowship Coordinator, this is separate from the fel-
lowship lead by Mona O'Reilly. Responsibilities would include: potlucks and Easter
breakfast. Anyone interested, please contact or attend our next Board Meeting on
March 3", 2026

Speaking of Easter, Mona O'Reilly, the new chairperson for fellowship, has graciously
offered to help with the breakfast. Details are being worked out regarding the menu.
More information will be forthcoming shortly.

The date for WELCA'S soup supper is March 18th.

Regarding the triennial in Des Moines, IA. The synod is offering four scholarships. It
would include registration and $500 which can be used for airfare/hotel accommoda-
tions. If interested please let me know. Deadline for applying is April 1st, 2026.

“You are my hiding place and my shield. I hope in your word.” Psalm 119:114

Your sister in Christ
Sandra Arceneaux

PERSONAL VISITATION ..

To support people at the time of illness or injury, Vicars and Stephen Ministers do make
personal visits in the hospital, homes, and Care Centers. Hospitals and Care Centers do
not notify us that you are there. Please call if you want us to know. Do not hesitate to
call the church office at 342-6002, if you have not seen someone and would like a visit.

We also have Sacramentarians that will bring communion to shut-ins or others that can-
not get to worship in person. We just need to know, so please call.

The present office hours are 8:00 am—4:00 pm.

We ask your permission before we include your name on our printed prayer list.

(Fellow members are also encouraged to let the church office know if
someone is in the hospital!)



PRAYERS FOR GLORIA DE CRISTO

Father, You put all things under the feet of Jesus and gave Him to be head over all
things to the church, which is His body the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Christ is
our peace and we are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God. Father, you want us to share the good
news and tell it in love. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything
we do. May we be filled with the knowledge of Your will in all wisdom and spiritual un-
derstanding. Full of belief, confident that we're presentable inside and out, we keep a
firm grip on the promises that keep us going. Father, You always keep Your Word.
Now we will see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out not
avoiding worshipping together, but spurring each other on. Since we are called to travel
on the same road and in the same direction, we will stay together, both outwardly and
inwardly. We have One Master, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who
rules over all, works through all, and is present in all. Everything we are and think and
do is permeated with oneness. Father, we commit to pray for one another, keeping our
eyes open and keeping each other’s spirits up, so that no one falls behind or drops out.
Also, we pray for our spiritual leaders that have the courage to say it at the right time.

We are one in the bond of love and in the name of Jesus. Amen
(Prayers that Avail Much)

First Saturday of every month, 8:00 am, Izzies on

B 764,% {73 Foothills Blvd.

The next date is: April 4, 2026 Please come join us for
great food, conversation, and fellowship!
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Sandy Timm 13
Carolyn Wade 15
Pam Carter 17
Ginger Van Winkle 17
Lois Hundtoft 18
Sharon Noltemeyer 19
Verna Arnold 23

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

Al Sprauer
Pam Bune
Marian Vogt
Randy Zieman
Linda Sprauer
Jim Bryant
Holly Cabell

21 Jim & Linda Bryant

31 Rick & Pam Bune
31 Earl & Robin Marlatt

23

26
28
31

Carol Roark
Ann Alcaraz
Donna Ford

Tony Hoffman

FLOWERS FOR A MARCH \ /\
1
8 Char Schomisch Honor of Catherine’s birthday
15 Lauren & Janice Ericksen | In memory of their Parents
Linda Strand In memory of her Parents
22 Donna Ford In memory of son David & daughter-
in-law Valerie
29 Larry Unger In memory of RoseMarie
29 Linda Strand In honor of granddaughter’s birthday
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