Gloria de C,r}is'l'o
"A COMMU)ver CHURCH IH THE FOOTHILLS”

MINISTERS! ALL OF OUR PEOPLE
CHURCH PHONE: 928-342-6002

MISSION STATEMENT
“WALKING WITH JESUS TO BRING NEW LIFE AND HOPE TO EVERY PERSON”

WE ARE A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2026 9:30A.M.

God willﬂ

MAKE A WAY'

Esther 4:1-17

We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith.
As we sing, pray and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s
faith in the saving power of Jesus Christ. It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself!



When you enter this church, it may be possible that you hear “the call of God”. However,
it is unlikely that He will call you on your cell phone. Thank you for turning off your
phones. If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place and talk to Him. If you
want to see God, send Him a text while driving.

VISITORS.. Welcome! Please sign our Guest Book located in the Narthex. We would
love to meet you!

PLEASE REMEMBER... to contact the church office if you or a loved one are hospitalized,
in rehab facility, or facility other than your home. Vicars and Stephen Ministers will
make a visit.

DID YOU KNOW.. Perfume and cologne can trigger life-threatening breathing
emergencies in persons with asthma, allergies and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD) Hospitals and schools are becoming ‘scent-free’ due to this increasing
health hazard. Please be sensitive to this concern when coming to church. Thank You.

LITTLE FOLKS.. Parents... please remember that there are ‘busy bags’ hanging on the
coat tree in the Narthex to occupy the little ones during worship. Simply return the bags
to the tree on your way out of church. Thank you.

BE COMFORTABLE.. There are shawls in the Narthex that you can use if chilled during
worship. Just ask one of the ushers and they will get you one. Simply return the shawl
to the narthex on your way out of the church.

Hearing Devices: The older hearing devices have been moved to the Narthex. They
are located next to the far right entrance door to the sanctuary.

We now offer the T-Coil hearing device with the new sound system. Individuals will need
to contact their provider to find out if their hearing aid is telecoil-equipped. If so, they
need to ask how to turn on the T-Coil or if it is automatically linked once the loop is
around their neck.



FLOWERS for the altar today are given by Ray & Lisa Crayne in honor of
Masons strength in his battle with cancer and thankfulness to Gloria de
Cristo for all the prayers for him.

PRAYERS: Sharon Hundtoft, John Arnold, Shirley Shilley, Chris Randby,
Sandy Corless, Larry Munsterman, Donna Ford, Mary Marsh, Curtis Roark,
Donna Watkins, Bill Haney, Marilyn Davis, Daniel (son of Sandy Timm), Chris
Erickson (son of Lauren & Janice Erickson), Caren Baumfalk (sister of Marie
Ritten), Marilyn Z (friend of Lorie Raap), Steve Rodeffer (friend of Gary
Raasch), Jacky Patte, Mason Fletcher (Grandson of Lisa Crayne), Forrest
Marsh, Rita (sister of Marlene Miller)

PLEASE NOTE that we’ll be using the Apostles Creed & the
Contemporary version of the Lord’s Prayer for the month of June. God
blesses our prayers.

Is Your Phone Turned Off?

BE AWARE...that the livestream is on 15 minutes prior to the beginning of
our worship.

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS



CALL TO WORSHIP

Vv It is not always easy to follow God.
C God strengthen us to do your will.
Vv The path may be dangerous.

C God protect us as we do your will
vV We may be called to sacrifice much.
C God sustain us as we do your will.
Vv God is Good

C All the time

Vv All the time

C Good is Good

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

\" Blessed be the Holy Trinity, = one God, whose compassion endures
forever.

C Amen.

V Let us confess our sins before God and one another.

Pause for silence and reflection.

V Merciful God,

C We confess to you and to one another that we have fallen short in our
commitment to you and our neighbors. We have neglected the
outcast and those suffering poverty or oppression in our communities
and around the world. We have failed to see you in the faces of our
neighbors. Open our eyes, our minds, and our hearts to receive all
who seek only to live peacefully with us. Make us to have the
willingness of Ruth, the compassion of Boaz, and the courage of



Esther, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

V Our God, whose hand created all that is, and whose heart is for all that
God created, reaches out to you with mercy and grace and calls you
beloved. Know that your sins are forgiven, and that God empowers
each of you to grow closer to God’s will for you each day. In Jesus’ holy
name we pray.

C Amen



GATHERING HYMN “Oh, That | had a Thousand Voices” ELW 833
833 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices
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GREETING

Vv The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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SONG OF PRAISE

Jack W. Hayford
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PRAYER OF THE DAY together we pray:
Y God of power,

C Stirupin us aresolve to carry your message of love for you and
neighbor into all we do and say, especially when it is challenging to
do so, when we might injure our reputations or incur the disapproval
of others when we speak truth and act accordingly. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen

PASSING OF THE PEACE

P May the peace of the Lord be with you always!
C And also with you
P Please generously share God’s peace all around!

WORSHIP CAROL “The Lily of the Valley” Char Schomisch

LESSON Esther 4:1-17

4 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes
and put on sackcloth and ashes and went through the city, wailing with a
loud and bitter cry; 2he went up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no
one might enter the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. 3In every province,
wherever the king’s command and his decree came, there was great
mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and
most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.

*When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was
deeply distressed; she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might



take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. > Then Esther called
for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs who had been appointed to attend
her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was happening and
why. ® Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front
of the king’s gate, “and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him
and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the
king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a
copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he
might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her to go to the king
to make supplication to him and to entreat him for her people.

®Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. ° Then Esther
spoke to Hathach and gave him a message for Mordecai: ** “All the king’s
servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that, if any man or
woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is
but one law: to be put to death. Only if the king holds out the golden
scepter to someone may that person live. | myself have not been called to
come in to the king for thirty days.” > When they told Mordecai what
Esther had said, * Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think that
in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. *For
if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews
from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who
knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as
this.” > Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, ® “Go, gather all the Jews to
be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for
three days, night or day. | and my maids will also fast as you do. After that |
will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if | perish, |
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perish.” Y Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had

ordered him.

PSALM 2:1-6, 1-0-11

R
C

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?
2The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord and his anointed, saying,

3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast their cords from us.”
“He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord has them in derision.

>Then he will speak to them in his wrath and terrify them in his fury,

saying,
®“] have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.”

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.
1Serve the Lord with fear; with trembling

11



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

OPEN OUR EYES, LORD
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GOSPEL Luke 9:23-24

2 Then he said to them all, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. ?* For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake
will save it.

P The Gospel of the Lord
C Praise to the Lord

TEACHING: “Why Am | Here? Vicar Judy Zeiss

Judy Zeiss, has been authorized by the Bishop of the Grand Canyon Synod to provide pastoral services in

this congregation this Sunday.
1819 E. Morten Ave, Suite 110, Phoenix, AZ 85030-*(602) 957-3223 — www.GCsynod.org
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lift High The Cross” ELW 660

Lift High the Cross 660
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER INVOCATION “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”

Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O
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grant us Thy peace.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Vv Confident that God acts on our behalf, we pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

V  God of love, when we look around we see time and again the way our
neighbors are harmed by the powers that be. Give us courage for
‘just such a moment as this,” in the same way you gave Esther courage
to risk for the sake of her people. God in your mercy,

C Hear Our Prayer.

V Give us courage to speak up on behalf of our beautiful creation as so
many seek its destruction for their own benefit, and to change our own
ways in order to have less of a negative impact on our environment.
God in your mercy,

C Hear Our Prayer.
16



Here other petitions may be offered. Together we pray

C Bless Your Church. Bless Your Vicars in our church. Purify, preserve &
provide through your Holy Spirit. We pray for each of our mission
congregations, the Grand Canyon Synod, local partners, and care
ministries. We also pray for the congregation’s vision and call process.
May we continue to work toward our mission and uphold our values
while we support the call committee in moving toward a pastoral
transition.

We also pray for that pastor whom God calls to Gloria de Cristo to work
with us to move this congregation forward in mission. Enlarge our
hearts toward people far from God while we “Walk with Jesus to bring
new life and hope to every person.”

V Give us courage to hold our leaders accountable to the people they
serve, and give courage to our leaders to stand up for what is right even
if it might tarnish their reputations. God in your mercy,

C Hear Our Prayer.
V Give us courage to walk with our siblings who are struggling with illness,

injury, mental health issues, addiction, or grief. Give courage to those
who are struggling, and to their caregivers. God in your mercy,

C Hear Our Prayer.

V Give us courage to look honestly at ourselves, our choices, and the
harms we have done knowingly or unknowingly, that we might seek to
put right any wrongs we have done. God in your mercy,

C Hear Our Prayer.
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THE OFFERING (For those watching there is a link for online giving in the

Give us the courage that so many of our forebears showed throughout

history, enduring all manner of challenges and yet keeping their faith in

you. God in your mercy.
Hear Our Prayer.

With gratitude for your faithfulness, we pray these things in the name of

Jesus Christ, our savior.

Amen.

description of the video. We are thankful for all the support from both in-
person giving as well as online giving.)

OFFERING RESPONSE  (please stand)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

nNn<g o< o<

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer
thanks and praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ, who calls us to
follow his way of humble service and love, and so with the church on earth,
all creation and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:

CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE
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Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world,
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not
perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Communion is open to all baptized believers who know Jesus as Savior and seek to live
with him as Lord of all areas of life. You receive the wafer in your hand and choose from
the individual cup of wine or white grape juice. Those who are not communing as well
as children may come forward for a blessing. Simply cross your arms in front of your
chest to receive a blessing. Everyone should complete a slip found in the pew rack and
place it in the offering plate. Consider the options on reverse side as to how you may
serve this congregation.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come,
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD
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“My Faith Looks Up To Thee”

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

ELW 759

759
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“ Jesus Savior Pilot Me” ELW 755

755 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me
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com - pass come from thee. Je - sus, Sav - dor, pi-lot me.
sov - 'reign of the sea, Je - sus, Sav - ior, pi-lot me.
hear  thee say to  me: “Fear not, I will pi-lot thee.”
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Text: Edward Eopper, 1818-1888

PILOT
Musict John Edgar Gould, 18221875
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“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ELW 733
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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| Greatis thy faith-ful-ness, O God my Fa-ther;
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there is . no

2 Sum-mer and win - ter and

spring-time and har- vest,

sun, moon, and

3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, -“thine own dear
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shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est  not, thy com-
stars in their cours-es a - bove join with all na - ture in
pres-ence to  cheer and to  guide; strength for ~ to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man -i - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hopefor to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten. thou-sand be - side!
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Greatis thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
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morn-ing new . mer-cies I see; all I have need-ed thy
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy  faith-ful-ness, Lord,un-to me.
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING (please stand)

Vv

C

The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you safe in His Grace until everlasting life.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (together we pray)

C

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
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“Take My Life That | Might Be”

ELW 685

Take My Life, That I May Be
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1 Take my life, that 1 may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would T with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days
take my feet and let them be
take my lips and let them be
take my in - tel - lect, and use

i

let them flow in cease-less praise.
swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
ev - ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

! ! | -

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and 1 will be
ever, only, all for thee.

PATMOS
7777
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V  We were all created to be in this place at this time. God has a plan and

a purpose for your life. Let your voice be heard where there is
injustice, let your hand be open to the poor, the hungry and the
homeless, let your prayers flow for all the suffering, the oppressed,
the lost and let your love be so evident that others will want to hear
the source of your joy and peace. Live to meet the purpose for which
you were created! Praise the Lord! May the blessing of the Holy
Trinity, one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL

\Y
C

Go and share the good news!
Thanks be to God. Amen!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Will resume on July 15" @ 5:45 pm in the Sanctuary

BELLS OF GLORY: Will also resume on July 15" but at 4:45 pm in the
Sanctuary.

PLEASE MAKE NOTE: There will not be a potluck next Sunday. We are
having the 250" birthday on Saturday in it’s place.

COLLECTION FOR YUMA FOOD PANTRY: is next Sunday. If you could pick
up a couple items to donate that would be appreciated.

LADIES BREAKFAST: is next Saturday, July 4", 8 am @ lzzies Restaurant on
Foothills Blvd. All ladies are invited to attend.

MUSIC OPPORTUNITY: AWC Community Band & AWC Choirs with Color

Guard. July 2,2026 @ 6:00 pm, AWC Yuma Campus, Schoening
Conference Center. This is free and open to the public.
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FREEDOM 400 PROJECT FREEDOM 400 PROJECT: We will continue to
collect the items below for the Freedom 400 overseas kits until the event
on November 7t & 8.

There is a container in the Narthex where you can place your donations.
(Travel Size is fine)

Bar of Soap Toothpaste 085 0z. Toothbrushes (Medium)
Small Combs Roll-on Deodorant Lotion
Shavers Mouthwash

ON-GOING ACTIVITIES

Service

Men’s Breakfast the 2" Saturday of each month, 8 am at lzzies on
Foothills Blvd. All gentlemen of the congregation are invited to come.

Days for Girls: will meet the 2" & 4™ Saturdays of each month @ 9 am
in Fellowship Hall. Come join us for fellowship and fun

GriefShare: Every Sunday at 12:15 pm in the Fellowship Classroom.

Bazaar Craft Workshop: 1% Thursday, 9 am, Fellowship Hall

Arts and Craft Social: Friday’s, 10 am in Fellowship Hall.

Reading and Learning

Coffee With Jesus: every Tuesday @ 9 am, Fellowship Hall

Prayer Fellowship: Every Thursday @ 10 am, in the Sanctuary.
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Fun and Fellowship

Line Dance Exercise: every Wednesday in Fellowship Hall at 9 am

Chair Aerobics : Classes are held every Tuesday, (12:30 pm),

Wednesday(12:00 pm), and Thursday (11:30 in Fellowship Hall. A
donation of $5/session is appreciated to offset the cost of the instructor.
Everyone is welcome.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Date | Altar Ushers Greeter/Comm. Readers AV
6/28 | Nancy | Ted/Niki Duffy Roger/Jen Krough C. Wertman Char/Dave
7/5 Niki Dave/Marge Graham Carolyn Wade/Char Jan Klipfel Ted/Niki
7/12 | Char Chuck/M. O’Reilly Lisa Crayne/Bob Zeiss | Niki Duffy Char/Dave
7/19 | Jan Rick/Barb Sherwood Dave/Nancy Griffiths | Nancy Griffiths | Char/Dave
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CALENDAR FOR THE COMING WEEK

DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

Monday 6/22 9am Glorious Quilters Fellowship Hall
Monday 6/22 | 11am Alanon Fellowship Classroom
Tuesday 6/23 9am Coffee With Jesus Fellowship Hall
Tuesday 6/23 | 11am Coffee Club Fellowship Hall
Tuesday 6/23 | 12:30 pm | Chair Aerobics Fellowship Hall

Wed. 6/24 9am Line dance exercise Fellowship Hall

Wed. 6/24 12:00 pm | Chair Aerobics Fellowship Hall
Thurs. 6/25 10 am Prayer Fellowship Sanctuary

Thurs. 6/25 11:30 am | Chair Aerobics Fellowship Hall
Friday 6/26 8am TOPS Fellowship Hall
Friday 6/26 10:30am  Spanish/English Conversation Fellowship Classroom
Friday 6/26 10 am Arts and Crafts Social Fellowship Hall
Saturday 6/27 | 8 am Days For Girls Meet in Park Lot Lemon Grass
Saturday 6/27 | 9 am TOPS Fellowship Classroom
Saturday 6/27 | 1-3 pm Open House/Meet Candidate Fellowship Hall
Sunday 6/28 | 9:30 am Worship with Communion Sanctuary

Sunday 6/28 12:15 pm | GriefShare Fellowship Classroom
Sunday 6/28 1:00 pm | Foothills Social Group Fellowship H
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GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH
11273 E. 40th Street
Yuma, AZ 85367

Phone:(928) 342-6002 Fax (928) 342-7613

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com

Authorized Vicars:
Dr. Shirley Ehler Char Schomisch
Judy Zeiss Suzanne Haggett
Paula Pegues

Minister of Worship, Organist & Choir Director: Dr. Shirley Ehler
Pianists: Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp, Pam Carter, Suzanne Haggett
Bells of Glory: Lorie Rapp

Violin: Ami Gudjohnsen

Stephen Ministry Leaders:
Jim Wehrer Sherrie Wehrer
Niki Duffy Michelle Cegon
Sandy Corless Robin Marlatt

GriefShare Leaders:
Ted & Niki Duffy
Lisa Crayne
Mary Marsh

Office Staff:
Char Schomisch, Secretary

Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel
Links to both pages can be found on our website.

3 YouTube
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