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Walking with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person

CHRIST WITH US IN AUGUST
STINKIN’ THINKIN’
“Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think
about such things.” Philippians 4:8 (NIV)

We are familiar with the caution: “You are what you eat”. We are aware, more than ever, what
constitutes a healthy diet. We can elect to be Vegan, Vegetarian, or follow a carnivore diet. We
can be gluten free, caffeine free, fat free, sugar free, alcohol free. We can be low carb, low cal-
orie, high fiber. Sadly, | have to admit that after having gone without chocolate for a couple of
days, | lose the will to live. Mea Culpa. We are admonished in Scripture (Philippians 4:5) to be
“moderate” in all things. This would suggest that nothing is forbidden, but that our eating hab-
its should be nourishing and balanced. We are also aware, more than ever, that an unbalanced
diet can result in a plethora of health issues including type 2 diabetes, cholesterol issues, bone
loss, obesity, even memory loss. It does pay to eat with your own well-being in mind.

In Philippians Paul advises that “what you think is who you are”. Your thought life matters. In
fact, your thought life matters as much as what you do and say outwardly, up front, for the
world to see. Shel Silverstein wrote: “Underneath my outside face, there’s a face that none can
see; a little less smiley, a little less sure, but a whole lot more like me.” Our thoughts define the
“real me”. What we think can be as damaging to our hearts as a steady diet of sugar and fat...
clogging arteries, providing no nutrients at all. It is so easy to put on a smile, but obsess about
that brother in Christ with whom you disagree, or to compulsively envy that neighbor who has
all the best toys, or even to think death upon someone you perceive as an enemy. Worry is al-
so a terrible “thought diet”. Most of us worry about things that never happen, stealing joy
from the moment at hand, and implying that you can’t trust God to meet your every need.
Compulsive, obsessive negative thoughts unsettle your heart, your hope, your faith and leave
you malnourished to the point of spiritual starvation. This is dining on sin!



CHRIST WITH US (Con'’t.)

When your mind is wallowing in a bog of resentment, negativity, worry, remember Jesus! When
we suffer with malnutrition of the mind and spirit, remember Jesus! Do not allow yourself to re-
main in the “junk food isle” at the market of infinite choices. Place your mind, your thoughts
and heart in and with Scripture you have memorized; “The Lord is my Shepherd, | have every-
thing | need.” “The Lord is my rock and my salvation, whom shall | fear?”. Praise God by naming
all the blessings you have been granted. Pray for strength, for grace and find joy in the very
healthy nutrition you can find in Scripture. Search for the good. There are no calories to be
counted when you pick up your Bible for your daily devotion. There is no temptation as you lift
up your thanksgivings. Find what is noble, right, excellent, praiseworthy...that would be Jesus
Christ! Think on Him; His suffering, His death, His resurrection, His grace, His mercy, His infinite
love. That’s how to have a healthy, well nourished, God-pleasing mind, heart and soul! Bon Ap-
petit!

Heavenly Father, feed me with your Word. Send me the Holy Spirit and let everything | do, say

or think be pleasing in your sight. Amen.

Gloria de Cristo is entering into a new era both for the congregation and our church. In the past
several years we have faced the retirement of Pastor Timm and as well as the implementation
of the use of Vicars as our leaders for worship. We have been blessed with an extremely dedi-
cated and talented group of Vicars. All members of the congregation have stepped up to contin-
ue the growth of our church and continue to follow our mission statement, “Walking with Jesus
to Bring New Life and Hope to Every Person”.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Soon we will have the opportunity to work with a new pastor to lead our worship and spiritual
growth both personally and as a congregation. The Call Committee worked diligently to fulfill
our search for a pastor. Reverend David Peterson will lead us into the future. | know our Church
Council is looking forward to working with Reverend Peterson and the Vicars as we go forward
serving our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

God'’s Blessings
John Arnold, President



AUGUST!I??!l How can it possibly be August already? The really
good news is that soon we will begin to see our beloved brothers
and sisters in Christ who “summer away” returning to worship.
We'll be able to share summer stories, laugh together, comfort one
another, take the opportunity to fellowship together.

“TOGETHER” feels like home!

As this is being written, we have a pastoral candidate visiting us. This is a significant point in
the calling process. We see the Holy Spirit working at Gloria de Cristo. We see God’s hand in
our happy reception of new members and opportunities for baptism, in our faithful Sunday
worship. We know that the outcome of this call is in God’s hands. We are eagerly waiting to
see how He will be glorified in the decision-making process. Regardless the outcome of this
lovely opportunity to “meet and greet”, your Vicars will continue to serve, to bring you the
Word, to be obedient to what God wants us to do.

As each Vicar prepares her assigned sermon for the month, understand that, in the research,
in the searching of scripture, in the moving of the Holy Spirit, we are writing and speaking
not only to the congregation, but we are also being taught, led, admonished, encouraged by
God’s living Word. As the lesson is being delivered, we grow in understanding with you. As
we exhort you to walk in the faith, we are also being reminded to keep the faith. As we en-
courage you to share the Good News, we are reminded that our job goes beyond Sunday
morning and the lectern. We are encouraged with you, beside you. When we comfort you
with the news of salvation and everlasting life, we are also comforted. When we admonish,
warn against sin and rebellion, we are reminded that we also must repent, confess, receive
mercy and grace alongside all of you. We need to hear the sermon that we are delivering be-
cause we need to allow the Holy Spirit be poured in to us as we all are one in Christ. We are
servants. We are sinners. We need to hear the Word that is being brought to ALL of the con-
gregation. That includes the person at the pulpit. Often, we find ourselves in need of the
Word that we are delivering to all of you. As we are teaching, we are also being taught.

Your Vicars are keeping you in prayer. Please pray for us as well and especially remember to
lift up Suzanne and Paula as they fulfill their calling in their Seminary work. Please pray for
continued good health for all of us and for an outpouring of wisdom and discernment. The
Lord Bless you and Keep you. Stay cool, everyone.



dfeom the desk of Dr. Shitley fhlex....
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Greetings, Church! Here we are writing the August “Evangel” with calendar pages seem-
ing to fly by! God is good! All the time! And attendance has remained above 70, even in Yuma
summer, and always includes some visitors—thanks be to God!

Recently, | had the unsettling experience of one of the first-time visitors telling me, “It’s
not very friendly for people to save seats in the back row.” You know what? They are right—but
not just in the back row. We need to cultivate the ability to hear and be comfortable in church
from any pew or chair. Some of you may have noticed that—if there is room—I have started
sitting in the front row for the teaching, instead of behind the organ.

The experience brought to mind the song sung by our choir, “TRANSFORMED BY THE
LORD” by Carol Senn Ruffn, based on Romans 12:2 and Philippians 2:3:

Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the
Lord. Renew your mind, Renew your mind, Renew your mind again,
That ye may prove what is the good, That ye may prove what is the
Acceptable, That ye may prove what is the perfect will of God.

Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,

But in meekness, esteem others better than yourself.

Put on mercy and kindness, as the Savior taught.

Pour your life into others, nothing good withheld.

Serve one another by God’s love compelled, by God’s love compelled.

Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the

Lord. Renew your mind, Renew your mind, Renew your mind again,

That ye may prove what is the good, That ye may prove what is the acceptable,
That ye may prove what is the perfect will of God.

Be not conformed to this world, but transformed by Christ the Lord.

No doubt, each of us could intentionally put hands and feet to these verses--especially,
since our mission is ” Walking with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person.” | look for-
ward to seeing you in church with your guests.



EDUCATION

We finished the Book of Psalms and will be starting the Book of Ephesians. If you
choose to purchase the book, it is available from Amazon for $8.13 and titled
‘Ephesians’ by John MacArthur. You need not buy the book to take the class, however.

Prayer Fellowship on Thursday morning is such a great session. We say prayers for
congregation members, a new pastor, in Thanksgiving for our own blessings and others.
We are learning about devotionals and how to find verses in the Bible by learning where
the books are located. (Can you find the Lord’s Prayer in your Bible?) It is a very enrich-
ing hour. Consider participating at 10 am every Thursday in the Sanctuary.

God Bless,
Lynette Layton, Chair

FREEDOM 400 PROJECT

At the July meeting we decided to have a practice session, the 3rd Wednesday in October, do-
ing the overseas kits for the military. Then on Sunday, November 8th between services we will
also have it so all members of church that want to can participate in the packing of the kits.
There will also be a ‘Blessing of the Bikes.” So far, we have no one to contact the color guard but
hoping someone will step up.

Remember to continue to bring items for the kits, i.e. Toothpaste, travel size soap, combs, Roll-
on deodorant, lotion, shavers, mouthwash.

Now something new!!! We need each Veteran to send or give us:

Picture of you in your uniform 5x7 or smaller ;picture of you now 5x7 or smaller. A
brief history of your time in the service. If your husband /wife has passed we will would like
their picture and history also. We want to honor our Veterans. Send them to the Church ad-
dress: Gloria de Cristo Lutheran Church, 11273 E. 40th St., Yuma, AZ 85367

Bring the Lord forward,

Lynette Layton, Project Coordinator



FELLOWSHIP
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Caftee Fell

The end of June, our Call Committee and Church Council hosted a ‘Meet ‘n’ Greet’ with Rev. Da-
vid Peterson and his wife, Rena, from Oakes, N.D. The luncheon was for them to meet us and
for us to meet them. Our time with them was well received and they were most appreciative of
our hospitality. Now we move forward.

Our 250" America Birthday Paty was a great success which we shared with Faith Lutheran. The
energy in the room ensured everyone had a good time with games and wonderful food. Gary
outdid himself preparing ribs and as usual everyone brought tasty food for the crowd to enjoy!
The food was outstanding & everyone had full tummy’s. A Special Thank You to Carol Schock,
Gary Raasch & Char who were the brains behind the whole affair! Be careful what you say
around here, as something was said about St. Pat’s Day!!

Our Fellowship Hour following worship is a relaxed time to visit and have treats. Please come
over to the Fellowship Hall. It’s open every Sunday. We believe God enjoys our laughter and
happy hearts!! We are blessed!!

Mona O’Reilly, Chair

FINANCIAL INFORMATION MONTH OF JUNE, 2026
Month Month Month YTD YTD YTD
Amount Budget Variance Amount Budget Variance

INCOME S 16,994 $ 22,025 $ (5,031) $ 147,193 $ 132,150 S 23,184
EXPENSE $ 19,436 $ 21,045 S (1,609) $ 120524 $ 126,273 $ (9,762)

GAIN OR $ (2,442) S 980 $(3,422) S 26,669 S 5877 S 32,946
(LOSS)



GLORIOUS QUILTERS

Another month is gone. We’re getting closer and closer to our weather cooling down and our
snowbirds coming back to their nests!

August proves to be on a steady track. The Ladies are busy sewing the quilts and having FUN.
In July we gave 4 quilts to the new members of the church and 8 went to the graduates of Grief
Share. This does not exclude our usual donations to Crossroads, Happy Trails and Child Safety.

The last Monday of August (31st) the Ladies are taking a day off, coming back on, Yes, you’re
hearing this right, Labor Day!

We are so blessed for all the fabric and yarn donations we receive, so THANK YOU

Carol Schock
503-338-9358 (please text}

Outreach Ministly We are still working with Lynette and many others on the Freedom
400 Project. There’s a lot to do to plan this fantastic endeavor. If
you are out and about, consider picking up personal items
i.e: toothpaste, deodorant, etc. in the small sizes to donate for the overseas kits that we will be
packing. If we start now when the time comes to put the boxes together for the military, we will
have accumulated a good amount.

I’d like to start an afternoon Bingo social on the 2nd Saturday of the month at 1 pm in Fellowship
Hall. Watch your bulletin for more information on this activity.

Still planning for events to happen in the fall. One of the first would be Trunk or Treat in October.
We would also like to do a blanket drive in November. We would collect used or new blankets of
all sizes. They would then be given to the homeless. The weather is starting to get cold so these
would be nice to give out during November and December.

Text me and then get involved. We can all make, Gloria de Cristo Lutheran Church, known and
seen as a Welcoming place to be.

Carol Schock, Chair
503-338-9357
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PROPERTY Qﬁk
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Well, the heat is here mixed in with a little humidity makes it almost unbearable to be outside
at this time of year . The installation of the new Automatic door openers has begun. The new
hardware is installed for most part. The electrical work is yet to be done. | expect this to be fin-
ished by the end of July. | am very excited about this project. This will improve our safety for
the handicapped folks, to say nothing of the accessibility.

I'm pleased with most of the property grounds, handling the heat and the irrigation seems to
be behaving with only minor repairs required. Looking forward to cooler weather with a little
monsoon moisture we pray.

Hope everyone is having a safe and enjoyable summer. | pray for God's blessing and peace for
everyone.

Dave Donaldson, Property Chair

SOCIAL CONCERNS

The social concerns committee is taking a summer break but will resume in September. Howev-
er, the usual programs continue --- monthly food bank drive, greeting cards, travel kits, pill
bottles.

In July we delivered 114 Ibs. of food to the Yuma Community Food Bank. Food insecurity per-
sists. I'm proud we continue with our monthly offering. Remember, if you choose to make a
financial contribution instead of a food item make your check payable to Gloria De Cristo and
designate Yuma Community Food Bank on your check.

Our committee will welcome new members and fresh ideas. Give me a call or text.

Blessings,
Evelyn Trone, Chairperson
928-210-8015



NEW MEMBERS

Sandra Everly 928-304-1527
2031 S. Javelina Ave. Full Member

| was born in Nebraska and moved to Southeran California when | was five years old. | did secre-
tarial work and went on to become a Registered Dental Assistant. | accepted Christ as my Savior
when | was eight and was baptized. In my twenties | was baptized to become a member of a
church.

Michelle Gorcester 360-348-5806
13478 E. 45" Ln. Full Member

| was born June 21, 1979, in Bellevue, WA. | grew up in Woodinville, WA, where | worked as a
traffic control supervisor while also caring for my niece, who has special needs. My dad was a
snowbird for 13 years, spending his winters here in the foothills. After he passed way two years
ago, | felt it was time for a change. So | packed up my dog and moved to Yuma to start a new
chapter in my life.

| didn’t have much exposure to church or religion growing up, but I've always believed in God.
Now, I’'m eager to learn more about my faith and how to walk with God in my life.

Michael Ray Stevens 320-219-8069
13345 E. 45" Street Full Member

Michael Ray Stevens was born and baptized in the Lutheran Faith in Deephaven, Minnesota at
Grace Lutheran Church. Michael went on to be confirmed in the Lutheran faith in Appleton, Min-
nesota in 1981 at Zion Lutheran Church. He served as a Navy Cryptologic Technician for the Naval
Security Group, Naples Italy from 1986-1992. Then, obtaining his bachelor’s degree in political
science, from St. Cloud State University in 1993. From 2007-2008 Mike was embedded with the
3" Infantry in Iraq as the Deputy Team Leader and Agriculture Advisor for the reconstruction
efforts in the southern Baghdad. Mike served the United States Government for over 33 years
and retired as the County Executive Director for the United States Department of Agriculture’s
Farm Service Agency in December of 2025.
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Hey ya'll No I didn't lose my ability to speak proper English! I'm just practicing for
the 2029 Triennial, which will be held July 12th thru July 15th in Louisville, KY. Would
like us to make a good showing. I was the only one there from Gloria de Cristo for the
2026 one that was held in Des Moines, IA Please give it some thought for the next
one.

I met several interesting ladies this time around. I also have some ideas to revitalize
WELCA. Will share them with you after I've met with the ladies of the executive
board.

Days for girls continues the 2" & 4th Saturday’s, spearheaded by Donna Brown. Check
the announcement in the bulletin.

We will continue with movie night. Please let me know if you have any suggestions.

Sandra Arceneaux
WELCA Convener
Your sister in Christ

/ ﬁﬁrv 4 wy Ii{/

Where has the summer gone?? It's hard to believe that we're moving into the Month
of August. In checking my paperwork, I see that the worship assignment schedule will
be running out by the end of this month, which means it’s time to set the Fall/Winter
schedule of volunteers that make our services flow.

I am most appreciative of those that are willing to Usher, Greet/Serve Communion,
Read Scripture and do the announcements. It tickles my heart to have someone say
that they really enjoy being a part of the service and that it helps them meet those in
our community that they wouldnt otherwise connect a name with a face. Thank You!!

That being said, REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAME TAG when you come to church
functions. It helps those of us that have a difficult time remembering names.

I hope that our winter family is enjoying their time away from Yuma and are getting
motivated to return to where the sun shines every day. By next month, I hope we will
have some special news to report to everyone!!

Take Care and God Bless
Char Schomisch, Co-Chair
Joanne Ausing, Co-Chair



REMINDERS

First Saturday of every month, 8:00 am, Izzies on

Foothills Blvd. Br é&l/éf’ﬂf A
The next date is: August 1, 2026 Please come join us A e \
for great food, conversation, and fellowship! Xy

2nd Saturday of the month, 8:00 am at lzzies

MEN'S BREAKFAST on Foothills Blvd. The next one is August 8,
2026

All men of the congregation are invited and en-
couraged to join in on the fellowship and food.

E -I-I-IE QR CODE GIVING: Just use your smart phone’s QR Code Reader
and scan this QR Code to begin your generosity giving! You can set it
up to give your gift for a One Time gift or you can set up a recurring

[w] gift (Every Week, every 2 weeks, twice a month (1% & 15™), monthly,

quarterly, or annually). You can have your gift taken directly from

your bank account or you can give with either your debit or credit card. You can pick
the day you want your gift to be given. With this way of giving, you can also give to
the General Offering, Church Property, World Hunger, and Lent/Holiday gifts. To view
the different giving opportunities: When you first enter the app, just scroll down to
the line that says ‘View more giving opportunities’ below the ‘Add to Basket” highlight-
ed line.
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Duane Carter
David Donaldson
Ted Duffy

Candi Bopp
Dave Hofslien
Robin Marlatt
Bob Zeiss

11
12
13
15
16
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Diane Lee
Jerry Taylor
Charlie Rothi
Linda Kasin

Janis Suess

18
20
25
26
29

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

14  Charlie & Bonnie Rothi

Lisa Fink

Brian Neigum
Kathy Hoffman
Steve Russell

Amber Pacewic

20 Al & Linda Sprauer

17 Marty & Tammy Martin 27 Paul & Shirley Ehler
20 Don and Suzanne Hormann 31 Dave & Carolyn Lester
\}; j'».&l"":ﬁ U/zl
FLOWERS FOR AUGUST ;\“#}(:
2 David Donaldson In memory of wife Lee
9 Char To the Glory of God
16 Gary Raasch In memory of family and friends
23 Carol Schock To the Glory of God
30 Paul & Shirley Ehler In celebration of their 64th wedding anniversary




ON-GOING ACTIVITIES

Service

Monthly Potluck: The 1* Sunday is our monthly Potluck following the 9:30 am worship.
Mark your calendar, bring your favorite dish to share and join us for fellowship and food.

Food Bank: 1* Sunday of each month we collect food for the local Food Pantry. When doing
your shopping consider picking up a couple of items to bring and donate. If it’s more conven-
ient, you can make a monetary donation. Simply make check payable to Gloria de Cristo,
place in pew envelope marked Food Bank, drop in the offering during worship. We will send
one check to the Food Bank

Women’s Breakfast Club 1* Saturday of each month, 8 am at Izzies on Foothills Blvd. All la-
dies of the congregation are welcome to attend.

Men’s Breakfast the 2" Saturday of each month, 8 am at Izzies on Foothills Blvd. All gentle-
men of the congregation are invited to come.

Days for Girls: will meet the 2™ & 4™ Saturdays of each month @ 9 am in Fellowship Hall.
Come join us for fellowship and fun

Bazaar Craft Workshop 1° Thursday, 9 am, Fellowship Hall

Arts & Crafts Fellowship Every Friday, 10 am, Fellowship Hall

Reading and Learning

Coffee With Jesus: Tuesday’s, 9 am in Fellowship Hall

Prayer Fellowship: Every Thursday @ 10 am, in the Sanctuary.

Fun and Fellowship

Line Dance Exercise: every Wednesday in Fellowship Hall at 9 am

Chair Aerobics : Classes are held every Tuesday, (11:00 am), Wednesday(12:00 pm), and
Thursday (11:30 am in Fellowship Hall. A donation of $5/session is appreciated to offset the
cost of the instructor. Everyone is welcome.
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Gloria de Cristo Lutheran Church,
ELCA

11273 E. 40th Street

Yuma, Az. 85367

Phone: 928-342-6002

Fax: 928-342-7613

Website: www.Gloriadecristo.com

AUGUST, 2026

AUTHORIZED VICARS:  Dr. Shirley Ehler Suzanne Haggett
Judy Zeiss Char Schomisch
Paula Pegues

ORGANIST: Dr. Shirley Ehler

PIANISTS: Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp,
Pam Carter, Suzanne Haggett

VIOLIN: Ami Gudjohnsen

Guitars: Paula Pegues, Randy Zieman, Jim Wehrer

Michelle Cegon, Dr. Shirley Ehler
BELLS OF GLORY: Lorie Rapp
CHOIR: Dr. Shirley Ehler

Stephen Ministry Leaders
Jim & Sherrie Wehrer
Michelle Cegon
Robin Marlatt

Niki Duffy
Sandy Corless

Endowment Committee:
Dave Graham Niki Duffy
Janis Suess
Earl Marlatt

GriefShare Leaders:
Ted & Nikki Duffy
Lisa Crayne
Mary Marsh

Church Secretary: Char Schomisch
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