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  “A COMMUNITY CHURCH IN THE FOOTHILLS” 
 

PASTOR:  DAVID PETERSON 
MINISTERS: ALL OF OUR PEOPLE 

CHURCH PHONE: 928-342-6002 

 
MISSION   STATEMENT 

  

“WALKING WITH JESUS TO BRING NEW LIFE AND HOPE TO EVERY PERSON” 
  

WE ARE A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 
 
 

                       

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026    9:30 A.M. 
  

   
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

 
We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith. 

As we sing, pray and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s 
faith in the saving power of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself! 
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When you enter this church, it may be possible that you hear “the call of God”.  However, 
it is unlikely that He will call you on your cell phone. Thank you for turning off your 

phones.  If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place and talk to Him.  If you 
want to see God, send Him a text while driving. 

 
VISITORS..  Welcome!  Please sign our Guest Book located in the Narthex. We would 
love to meet you!   
 
PLEASE REMEMBER… to contact the church office if you or a loved one are hospitalized, 
in rehab facility, or facility other than your home.  Vicars and Stephen Ministers will 
make a visit. 
 

DID YOU KNOW.. Perfume and cologne can trigger life-threatening breathing 
emergencies in persons with asthma, allergies and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) Hospitals and schools are becoming ‘scent-free’ due to this increasing 
health hazard.  Please be sensitive to this concern when coming to church.  Thank You. 
 

LITTLE FOLKS..  Parents… please remember that there are ‘busy bags’ hanging on the 

coat tree in the Narthex to occupy the little ones during worship.  Simply return the bags 
to the tree on your way out of church. Thank you. 
 
 

BE COMFORTABLE.. There are shawls in the Narthex that you can use if chilled during 
worship.  Just ask one of the ushers and they will get you one.  Simply return the shawl 
to the narthex on your way out of the church. 
 
 

Hearing Devices:  The older hearing devices have been moved to the Narthex. They 

are located next to the far right entrance door to the sanctuary. 
 
We now offer the T-Coil hearing device with the new sound system.  Individuals will need 
to contact their provider to find out if their hearing aid is telecoil-equipped.  If so, they 
need to ask how to turn on the T-Coil or if it is automatically linked once the loop is 
around their neck.  
 
 

FLOWERS for the altar today are given by Dave and Marge Graham in 
celebration of their 65th wedding anniversary.  Congratulations! 
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 PRAYERS:  Jeanie Volpe, Phyllis Nicklesen, Ami Gudjohnson, Thomas 
Alcaraz, Bill Timm, Joann Danielson, Marilyn Johnson (friends of Marie 
Ritten) Carolyn Lester, Ruth Nelson, Meridith Hancock, Jennifer Schaub 
(niece of Ted/Niki Duffy), Carrie Russo (aunt of Ted/Niki Duffy), Marilyn Z 
(friend of Lorie Rapp), Jessica Sanders (granddaughter of Jim & Linda 
Byrant), Sharon Hundtoft, John Arnold, Shirley Shilley, Trevor Lake, Julie 
Bune (Rick Bune’s sister), Donna Ford, Mary Marsh, Curtis Roark, Donna 
Watkins, Bill Haney, Mason Fletcher (Grandson of Lisa Crayne), Forrest 
Marsh,  Rita (sister of Marlene Miller) 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE that we’ll be using the Apostles Creed & the Traditional 
version of the Lord’s Prayer for the month of October.  God blesses our 
prayers. 
 

Is Your Phone Turned Off? 
 

 
 
PRELUDE 
 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CALL TO WORSHIP:  Congregation please join in  

 
V Our God has triumphed! 
C We have been led through the sea to safety. 
V Our God has triumphed! 
C We have been freed to be people of God! 
 
 
V God is Good 
C All the time 
V All the time 
C Good is Good 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

V Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures 
forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

V Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection.                                                                              

V Creating and renewing God, 

C   You have made us in your image to carry your life-giving love as a 
blessing to all the world.  Yet we fail again and again to live out your 
call.  We place our trust in money and possession, in flawed people 
and broken relationships, in the things that cannot sustain us.  We do 
the things we do not want to do, and we fail to do the things we know 
you would have us do.  Forgive us for all the ways we fall short.  Open 
our eyes, hearts, and minds to your presence, and re-create us in your 
image each day, for the good of all that you have made. 

 
 
V The God whose love outpoured caused the world to be continues to 

pour this creative love on us.  The God whose love outpoured in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ continues to pour this redeeming 
love upon us.  Children of God, know that you are forgiven, and go forth 
refreshed and ready to answer God’s call.  In Jesus’ holy name. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN       “As We Gather at Your Table”    ELW 522 
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GREETING   

V The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C And also with you. 
 
 
 
KYRIE 
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SONG OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY together we pray:   
 

V  Liberating God, 

C    You have sent us forth into a world that often seems bent on the 
destruction of all that is good in your creation.  Free us from our 
fears so that we might proclaim with boldness the truth of your 
desire for love, justice, and peace.  Open a way for us through the 
voices of division that threaten to drown us, that we might pass 
safely to a better world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

V May the peace of the Lord be with you always! 
 

C  And also with you 
 

V Please generously share God’s peace all around! 
 
 
WORSHIP CAROL  “Kingsfold”   Bells of Glory 
 
 
LESSON Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29 
 

5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of 
Pharaoh and his officials were changed toward the people, and they said, 
“What have we done, letting Israel leave our service?” 6 So he had his 
chariot made ready and took his army with him; 7 he took six hundred elite 
chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 
 
10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the 
Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt 
that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done 
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to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the very thing we told you in 
Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the Egyptians’? For it would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 
13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 
deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today, for the Egyptians 
whom you see today you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, 
and you have only to keep still.” 
 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, and 
the waters were divided. 22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, 
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23 The 
Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s 
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch the Lord, in 
the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian army and threw 
the Egyptian army into a panic. 25 He clogged[a] their chariot wheels so that 
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the 
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”  26 Then the Lord 
said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 
27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord 
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them 
on their right and on their left. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=%20Exodus%2014%3A5-7%2C%2010-14%3B%2021-29&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1915a
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL Matthew 2:13-15 
 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, 
to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph[a] got up, took the child and his mother by 
night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt I have called my son.”  
 
 

V The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                    
C Praise to the Lord    
 
 
 
 
TEACHING:    “Active Stillness!!! “     Vicar Judy Zeiss 

Judy Zeiss, has been authorized by the Bishop of the Grand Canyon Synod to provide pastoral services in 
this congregation this Sunday. 
1819 E. Morten Ave, Suite 110, Phoenix, AZ 85030-*(602) 957-3223 – www.GCsynod.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A13-15&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23184a
http://www.gcsynod.org/
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HYMN OF THE DAY:             
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NEW MEMBERS:        pg. 235  

Shelby Chabot, Angela Archuleta & Marsha Keith 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,                                                               
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 

He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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PRAYER INVOCATION  “HEAR OUR   PRAYER, O LORD” 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

V    Confident that our Creator God listens and answers prayer, we pray for 

the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence.  

V Holy God, when our problems seem intractable, when no solutions 
appear before us, when we are in deep despair, help us to be still and 
trust you to fight for us.  Make us to be your hands and feet in the world 
that we might fight for the powerless and the despairing in your name.  
God of mercy and grace,  

C We lift our prayers to you. 

V Help us remember that you have put your creation into our care.  Help 
us to be good stewards of our environment, so that generations to come 
can enjoy the glory of your created world.  God of mercy and grace, 

C  We lift our prayers to you. 
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Here other petitions may be offered.   Together we pray 
 
 

C  Bless Your Church.  Bless Your Vicars in our church.  Purify, preserve & 
provide through your Holy Spirit. We pray for each of our mission 
congregations, the Grand Canyon Synod, local partners, and care 
ministries. We also pray for the congregation’s vision process.   May 
we continue to work toward our mission and uphold our values.  

 

We also pray for Pastor Dave Peterson whom God has called to Gloria 
de Cristo to work with us to move this congregation forward in 
mission. Enlarge our hearts toward people far from God while we 
“Walk with Jesus to bring new life and hope to every person.” 

 
 

 
V Draw from among us those best suited to lead in trust that with you all 

things are possible.  Make them strong in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles, that they might work tirelessly for your 
justice.  God of mercy and grace, 

C We lift our prayers to you. 
 

V Walk with all who journey with physical, mental, or spiritual illness.  
Remind them that you share their place and feel their pain.  Give them 
peace and strength in the midst of their challenges, especially those we 
remember in our hearts.  God of mercy and grace, 

 

C We lift our prayers to you. 

V Stand with all who face oppression, injustice, poverty, or war.  Stir up 
compassion in those whose decisions harm the lives of others.  Part the 
sea of our unwillingness to recognize our opportunities to carry your 
love and compassion to our neighbors in our community.  God of mercy 
and grace, 

 

C We lift our prayers to you. 
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V With Moses and Miriam and all the saints, we praise you, O God, for 
delivering us time and again from our trials and challenges.  May we 
ever live in the conviction that you are with us.  God of mercy and grace, 

 

C We lift our prayers to you. 

V God who created all that is, we place all for whom we pray, both aloud 
and in the silence of our hearts, into your loving arms. 

 

C Amen. 
  
THE OFFERING (For those watching there is a link for online giving in the 
description of the video.  We are thankful for all the support from both in- 
person giving as well as online giving.) 
 
OFFERING RESPONSE (please stand) 
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V It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks 
and praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ, who calls us to follow his way 
of humble service and love, and so with the church on earth, all creation and 
the host of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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V Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen 
world, you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him  
should not perish, but have eternal life. 
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ. 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

C   Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Communion is open to all baptized believers who know Jesus as Savior and seek to live 
with him as Lord of all areas of life.  You receive the wafer in your hand and choose from 
the individual cup of wine or white grape juice.  Those who are not communing as well 
as children may come forward for a blessing.  Simply cross your arms in front of your 
chest to receive a blessing. Everyone should complete a slip found in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate.  Consider the options on reverse side as to how you may 
serve this congregation. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
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V The one who led Israel through the sea to liberation from slavery 
now invites you to this feast of liberation from sin and death.  Come 
to share in this holy meal with one another. 

 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
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“Give Me Jesus”      ELW 770  
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 “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”   ELW 742 
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 “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”  ELW 494   
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING  (please stand) 
 

V The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you safe in His Grace until everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (together we pray) 
 

C Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts 
are filled with the abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, 
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have 
shared with us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN      “Lead on O King Eternal”        ELW 805 
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BENEDICTION 
 

V     The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you with grace and mercy, 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and give ☩you peace 
C Amen. 
 
  
DISMISSAL 
 

V Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 
 

Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights  reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#26302. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 or reprinted from Service book and Hymnal, copyright 1958.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 

license #11751-L. 
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11752-E. 
Cover page – Reprinted from Icon Two:  Visual Images for Every Sunday, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission 

CCLI Song #1527, Majesty, Hayford, Jack, copyright 1981, New Spring.  For use solely with the SongSelect .  Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. CCLI License     
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PLEASE NOTE: There is no Potluck today but there is Fellowship following worship. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY: Is the installation service for Pastor David Peterson.  There will be a 
reception following worship.  Everyone is welcome!! 
 
BINGO: Saturday, October 10th,1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  This is a fun afternoon so 
plan to take a couple of hours and join in.  Yes, there are prizes.  Monies donated are 
designated for the Building Fund. 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORIES: Those who had their photo taken last February can pick up their 
copy of the directory from the box on the table in the Narthex near the men’s 
washroom.  PLEASE TAKE ONLY THE ONE WITH YOUR NAME ON IT.   
 

ATTENTION LADIES: The Grand Canyon Women of the  ELCA retreat is being held on 
Saturday, November 14th from 8:30-4:00 pm, at Love of Christ Lutheran Church, Mesa, 
AZ.  Registration is $40/person.  If you are interested in attending please sign your name 
on the sheet in the Narthex so we can organize carpools.   Sign Up Today! 
 
MUSIC OPPORTUNITY:  AWC Visual and Performing Arts present their Fall Choral 
Concert this afternoon, 4 pm, Trinity United Methodist Church, 3030 S. 8th Avenue.  Join 
them for a Free concert of beautiful music. 
 
NOTE: We plan to honor all Military and First Responders during the Freedom 400 Day 
in November.  Please provide a photo, in uniform and one of today, plus a short bio of 
your service time,  and get them to the church office in the near future.  This includes 
both living and deceased individuals. 
 
FREEDOM 400 PROJECT: We will continue to collect the items below for the Freedom 
400 overseas kits until the event on November 7th & 8th.  
There is a container in the Narthex where you can place your donations. (Travel Size is 
fine) Bar of Soap  Toothpaste  085 oz.     Toothbrushes (Medium) 
 Small Combs Roll-on Deodorant        Lotion Shavers Mouthwash 

 
Attendance for September 27, 2026 = 97 
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ON-GOING ACTIVITIES 

Service 
 

Monthly Potluck:  The 1st Sunday is our monthly Potluck following  worship.  Mark 
your calendar, bring your favorite dish to share and join us for fellowship and food. 

 

Food Pantry:  1st Sunday of each month we collect food for the local Food Pantry.  
When doing your shopping consider picking up a couple of items to bring and 
donate. 
 

Women’s Breakfast Club 1st Saturday of each month, 8 am at Izzies on Foothills Blvd.   
All ladies of the congregation are welcome to attend. 
 

Men’s Breakfast the 2nd Saturday of each month, 8 am at Izzies on Foothills Blvd.  All 
gentlemen of the congregation are invited to come. 
 

Days for Girls: will meet the 2nd & 4th Saturdays of each month @ 9 am in Fellowship 
Hall.   Come join us for fellowship and fun 
 
GriefShare: Sunday’s, 12:15 pm, Fellowship Classroom 
 

Bazaar Craft Workshop:  1st  & 3rd Thursday’s, 9 am, Fellowship Hall 
 

Arts and Craft Social: Friday’s, 10 am in Fellowship Hall.   
 
Reading and Learning 
  

 Coffee With Jesus:  every Tuesday @ 9 am, Fellowship Hall 
 

Prayer Fellowship: Every Thursday @ 10 am, in the Sanctuary. 

Fun and Fellowship 
Line Dance Exercise:  None for September  
 

Chair Aerobics :  Classes are held every Tuesday, (12:30 pm), Wednesday(12:00 pm), 
and Thursday (11:30 am) in Fellowship Hall.   A donation of $5/session is appreciated 
to offset the cost of the instructor.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

Social Bingo: 2nd Saturday of each month @ 1 pm, Fellowship Hall 
 

Movie Nite:  4th Thursday of each month @ 4 pm, Fellowship Hall 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 

Date   Altar Ushers Greeter/Comm. Readers AV 

10/4 Niki Rick & Barb Sherwood Ted/Niki Duffy Sandy Weidling Gary/Linda 

10/11 Char Bob & Judy Zeiss Suzanne & Char Niki Duffy Michelle/Dave 
 

 

C ALENDAR FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION 
    

Monday 10/5    9 am Glorious Quilters Fellowship Hall 

Monday 10/5  11 am Alanon  Fellowship Classroom 
    

Tuesday 10/6    9 am Coffee With Jesus Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday 10/6 10:30 am Project Freedom 400 Mtg. Fellowship Classroom 

Tuesday 10/6 11:-00 am Coffee Club Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday 10/6 12:30 pm Chair Aerobics Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday 10/6   6:30 pm Fireside Fellowship Classroom 
    

Wed. 10/7  12 pm Chair Aerobics Fellowship Hall 

Wed. 10/7   4:45 pm Bells of Glory Sanctuary 

Wed. 10/7   5:45 pm Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary  
    

Thurs. 10/8   9 am Bazaar Craft Workshop Fellowship Hall 

Thurs. 10/8  10 am Prayer Fellowship Sanctuary 

Thurs. 10/8   11:30 am Chair Aerobics Fellowship Hall 

Thurs. 10/8   6:30 pm Fireside Fellowship Classroom 
    

Friday 10/9   8 am TOPS Fellowship Hall 

Friday 10/9 10:30 am Spanish/English Conversation Fellowship Classroom 

Friday 10/9 10 am Arts and Crafts Social Fellowship Hall 
    

    

Sat. 10/10  9 am Tops Fellowship Classroom 

Sat. 10/10  1 pm Bingo Fellowship Hall 
    

Sunday 10/11 9:30 am Worship with Communion Sanctuary 

Sunday 10/11 10:30 am Reception for Pastor Dave Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 10/11 12:15 pm GriefShare Fellowship Classroom 

Sunday 10/11  1 pm Foothills Social Group Fellowship Hall 
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 GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHUR CH 
11273 E. 40th Street 

Yuma, AZ   85367 
 

Phone:(928) 342-6002  Fax (928) 342-7613 
 

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com 
 

Pastor:   David Peterson 
Authorized  Vicars: 

 Dr. Shirley Ehler            Char Schomisch   
             Judy Zeiss     Suzanne Haggett   
                                Paula Pegues  

  
Minister of Worship, Organist & Choir Director:  Dr. Shirley Ehler  
Pianists:  Marie Ritten, Lorie Rapp, Pam Carter, Suzanne Haggett 
Bells of Glory:  Lorie Rapp   
Violin:  Ami Gudjohnsen 
   

Stephen Ministry Leaders:    
 Jim Wehrer   Sherrie Wehrer  
      Niki Duffy           Michelle Cegon   
       Sandy Corless                Robin Marlatt 
   

GriefShare Leaders:     Endowment Committee: 
 Ted & Niki Duffy     Dave Graham  Niki Duffy 
 Lisa Crayne     Sharon Merz  Janis Suess 
 Mary Marsh     Earl Marlatt      
        
 

Office Staff:   
 Char Schomisch, Secretary  
 

  Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel  
Links to both pages can be found on our website. 

http://www.gloriadecristo.com/

