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MISSION STATEMENT 

‘WALKING WITH JESUS TO BRING NEW LIFE AND HOPE TO EVERY PERSON’ 

--------------------- 
 

From Pastor Dave’s Pen 
 

And they went and woke him up, saying, “Lord, save us!  We are perishing!”… They were amazed, saying, 
“What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?”   Matthew 8:25,27 
 
Many may recognize this cry from a time when the disciples and Jesus were on the sea.  As they were 
traveling in the boat a windstorm blew up and threatened them and they thought they were going to be 
swamped by the waves and meet their doom.  While the storm is raging we are told Jesus is sleeping. 
 
This kind of thing can happen in all of our lives.  Storms and storm-like conditions can and do happen as 
recent weather events remind us.  Sometimes the storms are short lived and at other times they last a lot 
longer than we think they will, are prepared for, or ready to live after.  Often, in the midst of the storm, we 
are hoping for a quick resolution that will make us feel safe and more secure so we can continue with what 
we have been about. 
 
Few storms we experience leave us unscathed.  There usually seems to be a certain amount of repair, 
cleanup, or new direction; questions, and in extreme circumstances some grieving or lamenting what has 
changed.  For all of us at Gloria de Cristo this would describe the seemingly never-ending call process, the 
anticipation as I, your new pastor received, considered, and accepted the call, and as we move into this 
new chapter of mission and ministry together.  As we do so we will discover new details we perhaps never 
expected or thought about. 
 
Such was also the case for the disciples as they went from calmly crossing the sea to fearing for their lives 
and then being greatly surprised when Jesus calmed the winds and the sea.  It was not just hat Jesus 
calmed the sea.  He left the disciples with more questions than answers.  This also touched off a whole 
new round of concern and maybe even fear as they tried to understand and get a handle on this Jesus they 
were following. 
 
I am thinking that we may experience something similar as we continue being the hands and feet God 
empowers, guides, and continues sending into Yuma and beyond with the good news of the gospel for all.  
When there seem to be more questions than answers, we live into the questions and the ambiguity that 
may exist as we work together to keep moving forward one step at a time. 
 
Being just shy of one month in your midst as your pastor let me say thank you for your patience, care, help 
and concern as Rena and I live and learn among you.  May God keep blessing the ministry you do in and for 
this community. 
 
Pastor Dave 
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CHRIST WITH US IN NOVEMBER 

 
Put On Your Joy 
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout out loud to the Rock of our salvation.   
Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol Him with music and song.” Psalm 95:1-2 (NIV) 
 
The month of November sees the last Sunday in Pentecost (Sunday, November 22) and the Sunday after that, 
we will celebrate the season of Advent.  This is a time of rejoicing, both for past blessings and for the 
fulfillment of the future promise.  It is a season when we can “put on our joy” and rejoice in God our Savior.   
 
Thanksgiving Day is always a time for reflection; to remember the many blessings we have received and to 
give God thanks that he continues to sustain us.  Many of us have seen struggles this year; the cost of living 
has gone up, we have seen another war begin, there is distrust, division and restlessness.  Rapidly changing 
technology, sickness, personal loss, and natural disasters have challenged us and it feels like there is no end to 
human suffering.  And yet, we can “put on our joy”.  God has steadfastly walked with us through the year and 
we are reminded by Paul in Romans 8:37-39 NIV; “In all these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”.  We have been held securely in God’s 
loving hands and it is our greatest joy to give thanks.  And note that giving thanks joyfully includes singing his 
praise, and even to kick up our heels and dance the dance of pure joy for God, the giver of all good 
gifts.  Remember.  Give thanks. Put on your joy! 
 
November 29 is the beginning of Advent and we look forward in joy and thanks. Find Joy in the promise of the 
coming Savior. Find Joy in God’s faithful servants, Mary and Joseph.  Find Joy in the manger and the newborn 
King.  Of course, we prepare; buy gifts, send cards, decorate, gather together.  But give yourself time to be 
joyful.  Stop buying and decorating and sending and cooking and simply find Joy in the fulfillment of God’s 
promise.  Walk with Mary to the home of Elizabeth.  Spend time with faithful Joseph who quietly and with 
strength and purpose follows God’s plan.  Spend time reading the story about a God who not only loves His 
creation, but leaves His throne in heaven to become one of us.  Joy to the World!  The mystery, the miracle, 
the salvation of all people is at hand!  The fullness of time has come and certainly, we can do all the traditional 
Christmas things, but never lose the essence of the season; Joy.  So put on your joy! 
 
 
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for the many blessings you have bestowed upon us.  Keep us mindful that 
every good gift is from you, neither earned or deserved, but out of your pure love.  And lift up my soul and I 
await your coming. Give me the peace that passes all understanding and pure joy in this season.  Amen. 
 

* * * 
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VICARS  VOICES 
 

 
 
The holidays are upon us!  Thanksgiving is just around the corner and Advent begins on the last Sunday of the 
month.  We have so much to be thankful for!  We are getting to know Pastor Dave and Rena and we know that 
the Holy Spirit is working at Gloria de Cristo.  We have our Church family (we have each other!) and we 
minister to one another. We are uplifted by our Bible Studies, by our music program, by hearing the Word 
faithfully preached regularly.  We have faithful team servants who make sure everything runs smoothly in a 
timely fashion. We have a faithful prayer group and there are programs that allow us to meet and use our gifts 
and talents to enrich the lives of others. We are reaching out to the community and we are so looking forward 
to what God is already planning for us. God is good! Praise the Lord! 
Our two seminarians, Paula and Suzanne are being kept busy with the work that goes into training for the 
ministry.  Remember them in your prayers.  The Vicars will be adapting and discovering how our individual 
gifts and talents will best compliment Pastor Dave’s ministry.  Please keep all of us in your prayers. 
As we approach Advent, we want to encourage you to take time to slow down and keep Christ-focused as you 
prepare for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  We all get caught up in baking, planning, decorating, entertaining, 
buying, sending, shopping.  It can become overwhelming and sometimes the most important part of the 
season gets lost in a vacuum of activity.  While you plan for all the celebrations, plan a daily time of 
meditation, study, prayer.  Use a Christian Advent calendar or seek out an Advent daily devotion 
booklet.  Remember that first Christmas, when angels sang, shepherds worshipped and the promise became 
flesh and bone.  The entire focus was Jesus and that’s what our entire focus should be as well.  That is not to 
say that we need to abandon our “traditional” American holiday practices, but it does mean a shift in what our 
hearts are treasuring, carefully using the time God has given us to remember his faithfulness,  feeding our 
souls on God’s Word and promise because God is good! 
We want to remind you that if you know of someone who is hospitalized, or if you are hospitalized, please call 
the office and let us know.  We do make hospital visits. It is our blessing to be able to visit, comfort, and to 
pray with those who are unwell.  And let’s break out of those “comfort zones” we so love to embrace and next 
Sunday try sitting in a different pew other than the “that’s MY space” seat and chat with someone you 
normally don’t have an opportunity to greet and meet. The sermon will sound the same, no matter where you 
are sitting! 
 
 
Please continue to pray for your Vicars.  We ask especially for wisdom, discernment, for patience and for an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  As as always, your Vicars are lifting you in our prayers with great love. 

* * * * 
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From the desk of Dr. Shirley. . .  

 
Happy Thanksgiving! I have also heard that expressed as “Happy Thanksliving” meaning that we live a life of 

thankfulness to our God. Let’s expand that to a life of worship of God. Today’s thoughts are taken from a little 

book, Worship: Touching the heart of God by Selwyn Hughes and Philip Greenslade (2004). 

A.W. Tozer, writing in the early part of the last century, said, “Worship is the missing jewel of the evangelical 

church.” In some ways, things have changed since Tozer wrote those striking words; for over the past decades 

the Holy Spirit has been renewing His Church in a wonderful way and bringing Christians of all denominations 

to a new understanding of the meaning of worship. However, there is still much to learn if we are to discover 

the depths of this vitally important subject. 

Recorded in Revelation 5, the apostle John catches a glimpse of the worship being offered in heaven—the kind 

of worship, I suggest, that should be offered on earth. When we cry from the depth of our beings and with the 

utmost sincerity, “Worthy is the Lamb”, then we come near to the heart of worship. Worship is to ascribe 

“worth” to what we value the most, and no one is more worthy of our adoration and praise than the one 

Creator God Himself. The more we contemplate the majesty of God, the more we are drawn to Him. When we 

are moved by a magnificent sunset or by a field of beautiful flowers, our natural response is to gasp, “Oh, how 

beautiful!” How much greater, then, should be our response when we consider who God is and what He does. 

In his letter to the Romans, Paul pours out his feelings after reflecting on the riches of God’s grace. For a 

moment, he pauses in worship; then he exclaims, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge 

of God!” (Romans 11:33). Amazement and wonder are always the natural response to the contemplation of 

God’s mercy and grace. 

Thank you, God, for the privilege of worshipping your holy self! May my heart be continually tuned away from 

myself and toward your worth and your praise. Amen 

* * * * 
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EDUCATION 
 

We are glad to have some of the winter visitors back.  We are ready for them. 
 
The New Testament Bible Study began on November 2 @ 1 pm.  Jim & Sherri Wehrer are 
leading that study. 
 
Tuesday’s ‘Coffee With Jesus’ sessions at 9 am are increasing weekly and Prayer Fellowship on Thursday’s at 
10 am is also seeing more in attendance. 
 
Everyone is welcome to any of these sessions….Just come!! 
 
God bless, 
Lynette, Education Chair 
 

* * * 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
 
Our weather is beautiful, (minus the wind), our friends are returning, and we have a 
Pastor!!  God just keeps on giving us gifts, and we thank him! 
 

We enjoyed an awesome brunch (reception) after Pastor David’s installation, with many guests from the 
Phoenix area, and had a great turnout for this important event in the life of Gloria de Cristo!  Thank you to 
all the ladies and men who worked to make this a success!  Our cooks did a fantastic job!  We had a super 
team, and they are appreciated. 
 
Our Fellowship time together on Sundays is thriving, we’re enjoying the movies, bingo, and our special 
time together after worship! 
 
God is so good to us, and we are truly blessed! 
 
Mona, Fellowship Chair 

* * * * 
 

 



 6 

GLORIOUS QUILTERS 
November a time to be thankful and grateful for all we have.  

 

More and more of our wonderful ladies are coming back to their winter home, 
we’ve missed them. 

 

Once again our “Angels” have come to our rescue bringing 10 rolls of batting. NO 
delivery fees or taxes involved!!! Besides that we were blessed with Christmas stockings and 
baby bibs, to finish and distribute. 

 

As the weather is cooling down, we are even more dedicated to sewing quilts, finishing fleece blankets and 
now making said Christmas stockings. 
November is the month we are able to pack up quilts for the Foster Children and this year also for New Life 
Pregnancy. 
 

I’m sure you’ve become tired of me say “please feel free to join us. We really do have things for non-sewers to 
do. We still need stocking caps, adult size. 
Coffee and treats at 10. Join us, you may find we’re a great fit and a lot of fun! 
Give me a call via text 503-338-9358, or just stop in to see what the Ladies are up to. 
 
Carol Schock, Chairman 

* * * * 
OUTREACH 

 

Here it is November, the weather is cooling down, YES!!! 

As you read this our Trunk or Treat will have already taken place. I’m writing this even before it happens so I 

can’t give you any results. I’m confident that all went well, we’ve made some positive changes to the event. I’ll 

get some kind of report put into the bulletin. 

Not only are we working with the Freedom 400, which by the time you get this will be over as well. 

Up next Outreach is working with Social Concerns. We are again sponsoring the Baptist Church Foster program 

and this year adding New Life Pregnancy center. By November you’ll see the big box for toys for these foster 

children also a tree with stars attached with “Boy or Girl and age level”. Remember by December 1st these 

toys will be picked up. Also, they need TOYS, so there’s no problem with sizing. 

I haven’t got a date set yet for our frontage road clean up, watch your bulletin for a time. 

Also, keep in mind the “Welcome Back Bash” to be held the first part of Dec. If you’d like to help and represent 

Gloria de Cristo as a welcoming church give ahold of me. 

Please don’t forget to save your unwanted blankets for a blanket drive the first part of December. Used or 

new blankets, all sizes. The weather is starting to get cold so these would be nice to give out during that 

month and December. 

Text me and then get involved, we can all make Gloria de Cristo Lutheran Church known and seen as a 

Welcoming place to be. 

Carol Schock, Chair 503-338-9358 
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FINCIAL INFORMATION 

 
August 2026       

 Month 

Amount 

Month 

Budget 

Month 

Variance 

YTD 

Amount 

YTD 

Budget 

YTD 

Variance 

Income $16,164 $22,024 $(5,860) $179,589 $176,200 $ 3,389 

Expense $ 23,728 $21,045 $  2,683 $160,939 $168,364 $(7,425) 

       

Gain or 

(loss) 

$(7,564) $     979 $(8,543) $  18,650 $     7,836 $16,814 

 

* * * * * 
 

                       PROPERTY 

 
 

We had some plumbing issues this past month in the Fellowship Hall.  The water heater in the janitors closet 

sprung a leak and sprayed water all over the ceiling and light fixtures.  I just happen to be in the hall and heard 

water gushing.  I was able to shut the input valve off in time and saved a disaster from water damage.  I had 

the plumber come and make the necessary repairs.  We also had a water leak in the kitchen water heater.  The 

main input line was leaking water over the top of the water heater and shorted out the electricity and this 

kicked the breaker.  I noticed that we didn’t have any hot water in the kitchen.  I went to investigate and 

found the leaking waterline.  I was able to shut the water off before it did any damage and save  disaster 

again. 

 

New rock has been installed and I have received several positive comments about how nice it looks.  I have a 

few plants in the courtyard that needed to be replaced due to lack of water from the irrigation problems.  

 

Blowing sand has been a problem once again.  The parking lot needs to be cleaned.  I will have that done in 

the near future.  I had new grab bars installed in the stalls of every restroom.  Thanks to Keith Whitmore for 

installing those. 

 

David Donaldson, Property Chair 

* * * * 
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Social Concerns 
The committee met this month and are preparing for Angel Tree gifts for foster children in 

November and Good Gifts for ELCA Lutheran World Relief in December. 

 

We only collected 38 lbs. of food for the Yuma Food Pantry in October.  There were many boxes of cereal 

which are light in weight. 

 

Blessing,  

Evelyn Trone, Chair 

 

* * * * 

 

BINGO NEWS FLASH ! ! ! 
For November and December ONLY 

Bring food for the food bank and receive 

 a ticket for 1 free bingo card.   

Bingo is the 2nd Saturday, 1 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 

* * * * 
FLOWERS FOR NOVEMBER 

1 Bert Rice in honor/memory of all Military Members 

8 Marijan & Judy Petrovic in honor of Neva Frohlick 

15 Ted & Niki Duffy in  memory of Patrick 

15 Ray & Lisa Crayne in memory of Werlesley & Christy 

22 Sharon Merz in honor of John’s birthday 

22 Ron Davis in memory of Mother, Marilyn 

29 Char Schomisch to the Glory of God for all the blessings 

 
 

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 4 Dave Graham  20  Mike Rosenberg  27  Don Urrey 
 5 Chris Black  24   John Merz   29  Ed Anderson 
 8 Michelle Cegon 24   Alice Moravec  29  Donna Brown 
10 Deborah Johnson 25   Terry Pappin   20  Pat Girard 
19   Tina Jarmer  26   John Arnold 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 Training is important whenever anyone learns a new skill, and that includes Stephen Ministry. 

Stephen Ministers go through in-depth training so that by the time they start their official ministry, 

they’re completely ready. A new Stephen Minister training class is beginning on November 6th at 

1:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall Classroom—to find out more, contact Niki Duffy, Michelle Cegon, 

Jim Wehr er or Sherri today 

 
 

INVITE: 
All Stephen Ministers are encouraged to attend a Stephen Ministry retreat/luncheon on Thursday, November 

19th from 11-1 at Izzie’s Diner on Foothills Blvd. It’s an opportunity to share fellowship and discuss our 2026-

2027 schedule. We will also be having a very brief continuing education discussion around chapter 1 of the 

book, Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart. If you don’t have a copy of this book, let us know. We hope to see all 

Stephen Ministers there!  

 

Michelle Cegon 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 
While searching the internet and a few books to prepare an article for the Evangel, I 

came across an email I received a while back from a Lutheran Church in southern 

Wisconsin. Since we are just weeks from Thanksgiving, I thought it would work for the     

Evangel. So here goes... 

 

"The people went to...send portions to others & celebrate with great joy" (Nehemiah 8:12) The Thanksgiving 

holiday will soon be upon us. The above line/verse describes very well what we will be doing on Thanksgiving. 

The entire verse reads: " All the people went to eat and drink and to send portions to others and to celebrate 

with great joy." Certainly, on Thanksgiving most Americans will eat much and drink all manner of tasty drinks. 

(and God grant: not at all to excess). We will share freely with others and celebrate Thanksgiving with great 

joy. Additionally, in recent years it has become customary within communities to collect and provide extra 

food for the poor and needy. Further, I believe that most Americans do have a rather fair sense that there is a 

God who has been awfully good to most of us, though many often only remember that belief in time of dire 

need. As Christians we have a natural need to demonstrate our gratitude in many ways. 

 

In reading Nehemiah you learn that the folks in his time had a better reason to celebrate; their true God had 

just restored them from exile to the land He had promised them. Arrangements had just been made for them 

to hear the Hebrew Word of the Lord in their native language. So they celebrated with delight!! 

 

So, let's celebrate Thanksgiving with gusto. Many of us wear t-shirts that proclaim our passion and belief in 

Generosity. We should all be open-handed in our generosity. Isn't it necessary for us as Christians to share 

generously with others; what we know and affirm, that "God Is Good All the Time". Be generous...proclaim 

and share your love of God and your Church. You may also elect to be generous and help some of those in 

need and down on their luck. Then celebrate Thanksgiving with gusto. 

 
Gary Raasch, Stewardship 
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WELCA 
 

It's good to see so many of our Winter visitors. You were all truly missed. 
 
The Grand Canyon women of the El CA retreat is being held on Saturday, November 14th at Love of Christ in 
Mesa. I'm disappointed that we didn't have more ladies sign up.  Perhaps next time. 
 
Movie night will be suspended for November and December and will resume January 2027. 
 
I have suggested to WELCA board that we start a class on women in the Bible.  Nothing is written in stone.  I 
will keep you posted. 
 
Days for girls continues on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month. Please consider stopping by. You don't 
have to know how to sew. There's plenty to keep you busy. 
 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us be glad and rejoice in it. Psalm 118.24. 
 
Your sister in Christ  
Sandra Arceneaux, WELCA Convener 
 

* * * * 
 

WORSHIP/MUSIC 
As we proceed into the busy season of the church year, we welcome Pastor Dave who 
will shepherd Gloria de Cristo from this point forward. 
 

On October 17th we began the Saturday worship at 4 pm and on Sunday, November 1 we will change our 
Sunday services to 8:30 and 10:15 am with fellowship after each service on Sunday. 
 
Sunday, November 29th we will celebrate the beginning of Advent and the Worship Committee will change the 
Sanctuary from green to Advent blue. 
 
If you have a favorite hymn or one that you would like to sing during our weekend worship services, please 
make note of that on your ‘green’ slip or send an email with the title to gloriadecristo@outlook.com and we 
will try to add that into our service. 
 
This is an exciting time of the year when the rest of our church family returns from wherever they went during 
the summer months.  Remember to wear your name badge to worship so our new pastor can connect your 
name with your face. 
 
Looking forward to seeing all God’s children in worship, 
 
Char Schomisch, Co-Chair 
Joanne Ausing, Co-Chair 
 

* * * * 

mailto:gloriadecristo@outlook.com
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YARD SALE INFORMATION 
 

We are asking for volunteers to help with the drop-off sessions, which will be on the third 

Saturday of the month from 8-10am. Many hands make light work, so come on out and lend a hand, and be 

there by 7:30 if you are volunteering.  

 

We appreciate all donations, but please keep in mind a few things when boxing up your items. We cannot 

accept mattresses. We do not sell the following items: shoes/boots, socks, undergarments. These should be 

donated directly to your favorite organization that takes these items, such as Crossroads Mission. Any items that 

are broken, missing parts, or if electronics, cannot be tested cannot be accepted. We are no longer accepting 

printers or televisions. These can be directly donated to Achieve.  

 

Pre-sorting your donations can be very helpful. We sort items into boxes by type of items. 

• Clothing – it’s helpful to have separate boxes/bags for women’s, men’s, and children’s 

clothing 

• Glassware – please wrap glassware if possible, and mark the box as fragile/glass 

• Kitchen items – any non-glass kitchen items such as bowls, glasses, cookware, silverware, 

etc. 

• Books 

• Games/puzzles 

• Crafts - yarn, fabrics, craft supplies, etc. 

• Tools 

• Electronics – any item that has an on/off switch and plugs in will need to be tested prior 

to sale 

• Miscellaneous non-breakable items 

• Purses/belts/hats 

• Christmas items 

 

If you have larger items you need picked up, please contact the church office and they will contact the Yard 

Sale committee to coordinate a convenient date/time. 

 

Upcoming drop-off dates: 

November 21, December 19, January 16.  

The 2027 Yard Sale will be Fri/Sat, Feb. 26-27. 

 

 

 

* * * * 
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                   BUILDING PROJECT SURVEY  RESULTS (compiled by Gary Raasch) 

     Preparing the survey was easier than compiling and interpreting your responses!!  Ugh..!!  This is a concise 
summary of the results.  Because you probably no longer have the original survey for reference, each statement 
is included here to help you understanad what was asked and subsequently analyzed. 

      A total of 92 surveys were returned.  Fourteen were not included in these results because they were 
incomplete or could not be reliably counted --- example, some respondents selected multiple answers for a 
question/statement, provided just a few responses or simply did not sign the survey.  The number of responses 
varies with each statement. 

     In the first section respondents were asked to select "strongly agree", "agree","strongly disagree", "disagree" 
or "unsure".  For clarity, the results below only reflect a combination of the agreements and the disagreements. 

          Statement                                                     Disagree     Agree    # of Responses 

1  ...facility supports mission into future                        16%            53%               76 

2  ...additional space will serve future needs                  8%             75%               76 

3  ...rooms needed for Bible study and youth prog        12%            73%               75 

4  ...improvements will sttrengthen community service 12%           71%               75 

5  ...upgraded kitchen will enhance outreach program   10%           80%               71 

6  ...facility should help seniors and others in need         16%          70%               69 

7  ...renovated facility will increase outreach                    13%          65%              68 

8  ...accomodate future expansion as needed                 16%          66%              70 

9  ...support further exploration and planning                    14%          74%             76 

10 ..benefit outweighs cost and challenges                      20%          61%             72 

 

                        PART TWO:      PRIORITIES 

     The second part of the survey asked you to rank the listed items in your personal thoughts of their importance 
with 1 representing the highest priority.  The list below is the overall prioritization indicated by your responses. 

      1.    Flexible multi-purpose space 

      2.    Additional worship space 

      3.    Expanded and updated kitchen 

      4.    Community Outreach 

      5.    Minister Vicar workspace  (tied with #4) 

      6.    Sunday schooland youth ministry 

      7.    More and larger Bible study space                                       
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   PART THREE:  PERSONAL COMMENTS 

     Even if I could, I'm not real sure it would serve a useful purpose to list all of the personal comments 
individually.  Not surprisingly, the majorty of the surveys contained at least two or three responses to the four 
questions asked.  I will attempt to summarize the four questions in the context of negative, positive and neutral 
comments.   

         These questions were asked for comments: 

   1.     What improvements would most benefit our Gloria de Cristo congregation? 

    2.    What concerns do you have regarding a possible building project? 

    3.    How would a larger improved facility better support our mission with the community? 

    4.    Which, if any, of our ministries are constrained by our existing facility 

             Summary: 

I'll try what I consider to be the negative side first.   Several comments spoke to a single concern of the "terrible 
condition" of the parking lot which continues to worsen.  Many suggested that before a building project is 
started we should attempt to get more new members.  A few suggested that the overall condition of the 
property should be maintained "better" before we embark on something new.  Another "few" spoke to the rising 
trend that ELCA may not be around in 10-15 years.  Some suggested that scheduling activities should be 
better coordinated and church activities should always be considered first.   Others merely vented individual 
experiences ....... 

      On the positive side these comments were proffered.  Suggestions that we could begin a "praise" service.  
Others suggested a Spainish language service.  A large portion suggested more congregational dinners.  
Many gave ideas and thoughts for increased bible study.  For the most part, the bulk of written comments were 
favorable in suggesting various ways in which to minister within our Foothills community. 

      The neutral.....almost every survey was concerned about the cost and other challenges that may be faced.  
Again, equally neutral as negative, better sheduling for activities and better property maintenance.  A few 
responders strongly suggested that minimal work for building/renovation be completed by contractors and 
much of the finishing be done by our members and friends,  Interesting 

            Just Observations: 

      Several results show meaningful support for the continued consideration of facility need.  The highest 
agreement was for ugrading and updating the kitchen (80%).  While 75% supported the idea that additional 
space could better serve today's needs as well as the future, 74% supported further exploration and planning. 

      Not overly surprising, at the same time, 20% disagreed that "benefits outweigh costs and other 
challenges".  I'm sure these results are better understood by much smarter people than me. 

                 Important Reminder: 

     The following paragraph was in the letter sent with your survey.  Please remember these comments. 

      Your participation is essential!!!  (Thank you very much)  Information gathered will provided a clearer 
understanding of how our facility is serving today's ministry as well as the challenges and/or opportunities that 
may exist in the future.  Any recommendations will be shared openly with the congregation.  No type of 
building project will move forward without the prayerful consideration and approval of the 
congregation as required by the rules of the church. 

      The  exploration of a Building Project and/or Renovations is a committment of the Vision Team's 
"long term Horizon Vision -- beyond 5 years" and implemented and endorsed by the church council.    
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GUITARS: Jim Wehrer       TREASURER:  Char Schomisch 
BELLS OF GLORY:  Lorie Rapp         Dave Graja, 
CHOIR: Dr. Shirley Ehler 
 
Stephen Ministry Leaders      MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS: 
   Jim & Sherrie Wehrer      Care Ministry   Mary Marsh 
   Niki Duffy        Education  Lynette Layton 
   Michelle Cegon       Fellowship  Mona O’Reilly 
         Outreach  Carol Schock 
GriefShare Leders:  Endowment Committee:  Property  David Donaldson 
  Ted & Niki Duffy  Dave Graham   Niki Duffy  Social Concerns Evelyn Trone 
  Lisa Crayne   Janis Suess  Sharon Merz  Stewardship  Gary Raasch 
    Earl Marlatt    Worship/Music Char Schomisch 
 
Church Secretary:  Char Schomisch 


